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Introduction 


INTRODUCTION 

The  June  1991  meeting  of  the  Southern  Association  of  Women 
Historians  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 
seemed  to  UNC-CH's  Faculty  Working  Group  in  Southern 
Studies  and  area  librarians  too  good  an  opportunity  to  pass  up. 
Given  our  purposes  to  foster  researches  on  the  South  and  in  our 
holdings  as  well  as  interdisciplinary  communication,  we  seized 
the  occasion.  This  issue  of  the  working  group's  Southern  Research 
Report  is  the  result. 

Report  #3  does  several  things.  First,  it  gives  overviews  of,  and 
illustrates,  those  resources  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Chapel  Hill  of  potential  interest  to  researchers  studying  Southern 
women  and  gender  relations.  Second,  it  suggests  other  local 
collections  of  possible  interest  to  the  same  researchers.  Third,  it 
reports  current  research  interests  of  nearly  150  individuals  now 
studying  Southern  women. 

Collections,  no  matter  how  rich,  are  useless  unless  used. 
Researches,  no  matter  how  provocative,  are  meaningless  unless 
shared.  Habits  of  solitary  research  and  the  realities  of  disciplinary 
segregation  too  often  frustrate  scholarly  communication.  At  the 
same  time,  librarians  and  archivists  are  too  often  guilty  of  not 
promoting  the  use  of  what  they  work  so  hard  to  collect  and 
preserve.  The  triennial  meetings  of  the  Southern  Association  of 
Women  Historians,  like  the  programs  and  publications  of  the 
UNC-CH  Faculty  Working  Group  in  Southern  Studies,  are 
antidotes. 

Please  share  what  you  learn  here.  Thank  you.  n 
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THE  VAST  AND  RICH  RESOURCES 

FOR  WOMEN'S  STUDIES 

IN  THE  SOUTHERN  HISTORICAL  COLLECTION 

by  Tim  West,  Technical  Services  Archivist, 

Manuscripts  Department, 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 

In  the  summer  of  1927  Professor  J.G.  de  Roulhac  Hamilton  began 
collecting  what  was  to  become  the  Southern  Historical  Collection 
at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill.  The 
combination  of  Hamilton's  rare  skills  as  a  collector  and  the  fact 
that  no  one  else  was  scouring  the  South  for  personal  manuscripts 
with  anything  like  his  intensity  meant  that  he  was  able  to  secure 
in  the  late  1920s  and  1930s  extremely  rich  and  varied  collections 
from  all  Southern  states.  Hamilton  became  both  famous  and 
infamous:  as  preserver  of  the  region's  heritage  he  was  the 
farsighted  historian  who  recognized  tlie  importance  of  the 
primary  records  of  people's  lives;  as  the  outside  agitator 
disguised  as  an  academic  he  was  a  poacher  of  the  worst  kind 
whom  Virginians  and  South  Carolinians  called  "Ransack". 

Hamilton's  successors,  including  recently  retired  Carolyn  Wallace 
with  her  particular  concern  for  women's  materials,  have  for  the 
last  forty  years  built  on  the  foundation  he  laid,  and  the  Southern 
Historical  Collection  now  holds  over  nine  million  items  and 
extends  to  11,000  linear  feet.  Records  of  all  types,  from 
parchment  rolls  to  computer  tapes,  document  the  experiences  of 
Southerners  of  both  genders  and  of  all  races,  classes,  and  ages 
from  the  mid-18th  century  to  the  present. 

The  Southern  Historical  Collection  abounds  particularly  in 
material  relating  to  women.  Among  its  more  than  four  thousand 
separate  collections,  there  are  certainly  over  one-and-a-half 
million  letters  from  women.  There  also  are  hundreds  of 
unpublished  women's  diaries,  some  running  to  as  many  as  fifty 
volumes,  and  countless  other  original  documents—speeches  and 
essays,  poems  and  stories,  account  books  and  recipe  books, 
scrapbooks  and  commonplace  books,  reminiscences  and 
autobiographies-written  or  compiled  by  women.  There  are 
many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  letters  from  men  either  to  or 
about  women.      And   there  are  many  other  kinds  of  useful 
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materials-hundreds  of  oral  history  interviews  with  women  in  the 
Southern  Oral  History  Program  Collection  and  the  Federal 
Writers  Project  Papers,  many  with  African- American  women,  as 
described  elsewhere  in  this  issue;  thousands  of  varied 
photographs  of  women  from  the  1850s  to  the  1980s;  records  of 
institutions  that  women  ran  or  for  which  they  worked,  like  the 
Perm  School  for  freedmen  on  St.  Helena  Island,  S.C.,  and  the 
Richardson-Vicks  Corporation  of  Greensboro;  and  records  of 
women's  organizations,  ranging  from  local  branches  of  the 
United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  to  the  Association  of 
Southern  Women  for  the  Prevention  of  Lynching. 

Suggesting  research  possibilities  within  this  abundance  is  a 
daunting  challenge.  Iliere  is  so  much  and  it  is  so  varied  that  one 
is  tempted  to  leave  it  at  "Just  come  on  in  and  use  our  extensive 
finding  aids!"  What  follows  aims  simply  to  whet  appetites  and 
briefly  illustrate  some  areas  for  exploration.  These  suggestions, 
a  few  of  the  many  possible  examples  that  might  be  offered,  are 
organized  around  some  of  the  roles  Southern  women  have 
played:  women  in  homes  and  families,  women  as  students  and 
teachers,  as  writers  and  journalists,  as  politicians,  reformers,  and 
government  officials,  as  professionals  in  other  areas,  as  members 
of  women's  organizations,  and  in  other  selected  roles.  Some 
special  attention  is  given  to  material  acquired  in  the  last  fifteen 
years,  since  guides  published  by  the  Southern  Historical 
Collection—however  brief  on  women's  topics—exist  for  earlier 
accessions  and  are  available  in  major  libraries  and  for  sale.  (See 
especially  Susan  Sokol  Blosser  and  Clyde  Norman  Wilson,  Jr.,  The 
Southern  Historical  Collection:  A  Guide  to  Manuscripts  [1970],  and 
the  1976  update  to  this  guide  by  Everard  H.  Smith,  111.)  Entries 
in  the  National  Union  Catalog  of  Manuscript  Collections  and  on-line 
records  in  the  national  OCLC  and  local  BIS  systems  can  be 
consulted  as  well. 

Women  in  Homes  and  Families 

The  Southern  Historical  Collection  holds  extensive  and  varied 
documentation  of  the  relationships  of  women  with  members  of 
their  families  and  of  the  roles  women  have  played  in  their 
homes.  These  records  are  present  for  women  who  lived  in  the 
late  18th  as  well  as  in  the  19th  and  20th  centuries,  but  they  are 
richest  for  the  antebellum  South,  especially  for  the  lives  of  white 
and  black  women  on  plantations.  The  bibliographies  in  such 
works  as  Catherine  Clinton's  The  Plantation  Mistress:  Woman's 
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World  in  the  Old  South  (1982)  and  Elizabeth  Fox-Genovese's 
Within  the  Plantation  Household:  Black  and  White  Women  of  the  Old 
South  (1988)  include  long  lists  of  SHC  collections  relevant  to  these 
topics. 

Any  number  of  antebellum  collections  with  important  materials 
on  women  in  homes  and  as  family  members  could  serve  to 
illustrate  resources  in  this  area.  One  of  these  is  the  Jackson  and 
Prince  Family  Papers  with  its  2,100  letters,  most  by  aristocratic 
women  in  Georgia.  Among  many  other  topics,  these  letters 
document  slave-mistress  relations,  courtship  and  marriage,  the 
education  and  rearing  of  children,  financial  worries,  including 
those  caused  by  the  War  of  1812,  and  the  management  of 
plantations  in  Georgia  and  Alabama  by  Martha  Cobb  Jackson 
during  the  1840s.  Another  is  the  diary /autobiography  of 
Caroline  Elizabeth  Burgwin  Clitherall,  an  Alabama  woman  who 
died  in  1863.  This  work  provides  detailed  accounts,  both 
day-to-day  and  retrospective,  of  social  life  on  plantations, 
including  relations  with  slaves,  raising  children,  grandchildren, 
and  orphans,  and  coping  with  the  yellow  fever  epidemics  of  the 
1850s;  also  documented  are  travels  in  the  United  States  and 
England,  teaching  and  business  experiences,  running  a  boarding 
house,  and  Episcopal  church  affairs. 

Significant  materials  relating  to  women  at  home  have  been  added 
in  recent  years.  Notable  accessions  have  included  the  following: 
papers  of  Eliza  Mary  Bond  Weissinger  of  Hillsborough,  N.C., 
reflecting  her  daily  life  and  that  of  members  of  her  family,  chiefly 
1819-1868;  the  1850s  diary  of  Penelope  Eliza  Howard  Alderman, 
mother,  homemaker,  and  wife  of  a  Baptist  pastor  in  rural 
Sampson  County,  N.C.;  a  diary  of  Missouri  Eley  Darden  of 
Hertford  County,  N.C.,  focusing  on  such  activities  as  sewing, 
visiting,  and  religious  life  during  the  Civil  War;  the  Lucy 
Tunstall  Alston  Williams  Papers,  with  correspondence 
documenting  the  family  life  of  women  in  19th-century  Warren 
and  Franklin  counties,  N.C.;  and  additions  to  the  papers  of 
Elizabeth  White  Nims  Rankin,  documenting  the  family  life  of  a 
woman  in  North  and  South  Carolina  in  the  late  19th  century. 
There  also  have  been  major  additions  to  the  Mary  Hunter 
Kennedy  Papers,  including  detailed  letters  from  women  from  the 
1810s  to  the  1830s  telling  of  their  daily  life  and  work  on  the 
Southwest  frontier  in  Alabama  and  Tennessee.  This  collection  is 
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one  of  many  that  document  the  wrenching  experiences  of 
19th-century  Southern  women  migrating  westward. 

Students  and  Teachers 

The  collection  is  rich,  too,  in  materials  documenting  the  lives  of 
women  as  students  and  teachers  from  the  early  19th  century  to 
the  1980s.  These  include  many  letters  from  girls  and  young 
women  describing  their  experiences  at  schools  and  academies, 
letters  from  women  who  taught  at  these  institutions,  and  diaries 
by  both  teachers  and  students.  The  many  collections  holding 
such  material  include  the  Brashear  and  Lawrence  Family  Papers 
with  letters  from  daughters  in  school  in  Kentucky  in  the  1810s, 
the  Mackay  and  Stiles  Family  Papers  with  many  letters  from  girls 
of  three  related  Georgia  families  who  were  away  at  school, 
1810s-1840s,  and  the  Elliott  and  Gonzales  Family  Papers  with 
hundreds  of  detailed  letters  from  Mary  Elliott  Johnstone,  teaching 
in  a  girls  school  in  Baltimore,  1860s-1880s.  Other  19th-century 
resources  include  letters  from  fathers  describing  their  efforts  to 
educate  their  daughters,  and  many  collections  with  papers  of 
men  and  women  who  administered  schools  or  academies  for 
young  women.  The  papers  of  Joseph  Hoomes  Davis,  for 
example,  document  his  administration  of  the  Wesleyan  Female 
College  in  Murfreesboro,  N.C.,  in  the  1850s,  and  those  of  Ruth 
and  Beth  Allen  include  records  of  their  management  of  schools 
in  Opelika,  Montgomery,  and  Birmingham,  Al.,  1880-1919.  One 
particularly  outstanding  collection  concerning  women  and 
education  is  the  Penn  School  Papers,  consisting  of  records, 
including  extensive  photographs,  of  an  effort  by  New  England 
women  to  educate  newly  freed  blacks  on  St.  Helena  Island,  S.C. 

Writers  and  Journalists 

The  Southern  Historical  Collection  holds  materials  of  many 
women  who  were  writers  and  journalists.  Some  of  these  women 
are  well-known.  The  papers  of  widely  respected  contemporary 
novelist  Gail  Godwin,  for  instance,  are  in  the  SHC,  as  are  those 
of  the  celebrated  African-American  memoirist  and  short-story 
writer  Mary  Mebane.  The  collection  also  has  the  papers  of  other 
writers  with  North  Carolina  connections  such  as  Betty  Smith, 
Bemice  Kelly  Harris,  and  Charleen  Swansea,  including  the  latter's 
correspondence  with  Ezra  Pound.  Significant  letters  from 
Flannery  O'Connor  and  Caroline  Gordon  appear  in  the  papers  of 
such  fellow  writers  as  Walker  Percy. 
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Papers  of  less  widely-known  women  who  wrote  for  publication 
include  those  of  several  19th-century  novelists  and  poets  such  as 
Caroline  Lee  Hentz  of  Florence,  Al.,  Beatrice  Witte  Ravenel  of 
Charleston,  S.C.,  and  Ellen  Mordecai  of  Raleigh,  N.C.  Journalists 
include  early  20th-century  newspaper  feature  writer  Anne 
Jackson  Williams  of  Raleigh  and  columnist  Willie  Snow  Ethridge 
of  Louisville,  Ky. 

There  are  many  other  resources  for  studying  women  writers,  and 
they  include  both  writings  themselves  and  other  documents  of 
women  who  wrote.  Scholars  interested  in  the  sense  women  had 
of  their  own  lives  pay  particular  attention  to  autobiographical 
writingS'-diaries,  reminiscences,  and  more  formal 
autobiographies.  Some  of  these  already  have  been  mentioned. 
A  few  other  outstanding  examples  are  the  diary,  1861-1874,  of 
Grace  B.  Elmore  of  Columbia,  S.C.,  including  reports  of  the 
writer's  thoughts,  feelings,  relationships,  and  religious  concerns 
as  well  as  a  detailed  accounts  of  life  in  Columbia  during  Union 
occupation;  memoirs  of  Florence  Bowman  Carson,  describing 
daily  life  on  a  plantation  in  Coahoma  County,  Ms.;  recollections 
of  Louisa  Campbell  Sheppard,  focusing  on  acts  of  heroism  of 
Confederate  women;  the  remarkable  "writing  books"  of  Madaline 
Selima  Edwards,  mistress  in  the  1840s  of  New  Orleans  insurance 
agent  Charles  W.  Bradbury;  and  nine  manuscript  volumes  of 
reminiscences  of  Emily  Morison  Bondurant,  describing  her 
childhood  in  Rockbridge  County,  Va.,  and  her  life  as  wife  and 
mother  in  Buckingham  County,  Va.,  after  her  marriage  in  1859. 
Many  of  these  "self-writings"  focus  on  the  Civil  War  and 
antebellum  periods,  but  many  others  cover  later  periods. 

Women  Politicians,  Refonners,  and  Government  Workers 

Another  strength  of  the  Southern  Historical  Collection  is  material 
relating  to  the  lives  of  women  involved  in  politics,  government, 
and  other  dimensions  of  social  activism.  Cornelia  Phillips 
Spencer  (1825-1908)  is  an  example  from  the  19th  century.  She 
was  instrumental  in  the  reopening  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  during  Reconstruction  and  was  a  central  figure  in  the 
intellectual  life  of  the  state  in  the  middle  and  late  19th  century. 
Her  papers  document  her  public  efforts  and  her  relationships 
with  academic  and  political  figures  of  the  time.  The  papers  of 
Sallie  Southall  Cotten  (1846-1929)  document  women's  rights 
activism  and  other  women's  work  in  North  Carolina  during 
World  War  1  and  include  reminiscences  of  public  activities  of 
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women  in  the  state,  1892-1929.  Those  of  Otelia  Carrington 
Connor  (d.  1969)  relate  to  the  women's  suffrage  movement  in 
North  Carolina,  as  do  the  autobiography  and  scrapbooks  of  Elsie 
Goodman  Riddick  (b.  1879).  The  papers  of  Martha  Gasquet 
Westfeldt  (1883-1960)  concern  efforts  by  women's  groups  and 
others  to  oppose  Huey  Long  in  Louisiana,  1933-1936.  Harriet 
Morehead  Berry  (1877-1940)  has  been  called  "The  Mother  of  Good 
Roads  in  North  Carolina";  her  papers  document  her  work  as 
secretary  of  the  Good  Roads  Association  in  the  1920s  and  her 
efforts  as  an  activist  for  roads  as  well  as  for  credit  unions  and 
economic  development  in  North  Carolina. 

A  later  20th-century  activist  with  extensive  papers  in  the  SHC  is 
Jessie  Daniel  Ames  (1883-1972),  Texas  suffragist,  field  secretary 
of  the  Commission  on  Interracial  Cooperation  in  the  1920s, 
founder  in  1940  of  the  Association  of  Southern  Women  for  the 
Prevention  of  Lynching,  and  pioneer  in  the  blending  of  feminism 
and  civil  rights  activism.  Her  materials  document  her  efforts 
with  numerous  organizations  to  reduce  interracial  violence  and 
promote  the  welfare  of  women  and  African  Americans.  The  SHC 
also  holds  the  papers  of  Gladys  Avery  Tillett,  vice-chairman  of 
the  National  Democratic  Committee,  1940-1950,  co-director  of 
Frank  Porter  Graham's  senatorial  campaign  in  1950,  U.  S. 
delegate  to  the  United  Nations  Commission  on  the  Status  of 
Women,  1961-1968,  and  active  proponent  of  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment.  The  13,000  items  in  these  papers  include  a  wide 
range  of  materials  representing  all  of  Tillett's  spheres  of  activity. 

The  SHC  is  also  receiving  papers  from  a  number  of  women  who 
are  still  politically  active.  Among  these  are  Josephine  Dobbs 
Clement,  an  influential  member  of  the  North  Carolina  African 
Americcm  community  for  the  last  forty  years  who  has  served  as 
a  member  (chair  for  five  years)  of  the  Durham  City  Board  of 
Education,  as  a  Durham  County  Commissioner,  and  as  an  active 
campaigner  in  many  efforts  to  extend  the  rights  of  women  and 
African  Americans;  and  Isabella  Walton  Cannon,  who  was 
elected  mayor  of  Raleigh  at  age  73  in  1977  and  has  been  an  active 
Democratic  Party  worker  and  an  advocate  of  neighborhood 
preservation  and  environmental  protection. 

Women  in  Other  Professions 

The  SHC  holds  some  exceptional  collections  of  20th-century 
women  in  other  professions.  Among  these  are  the  papers  of 
Katharine  Du  Pre  Lumpkin  (1897-1988),  sociologist  with  primary 

8  SPRING 


Southern  Historical  Collection 


interests  in  race  relations,  criminology,  and  labor;  Annabel  Morris 
Buchanan  (b.  1888),  music  teacher,  composer,  and  collector  as 
well  as  student  of  American  folk  song;  Sally  Lucas  jean 
(1878-1971),  pioneer  public  health  educator  who  worked  with 
Native  Americans  in  the  1930s  and  as  an  international  consultant, 
1920s-1950s;  and  Harriet  Laura  Herring  (1892-1976),  an  early 
female  member  of  the  faculty  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
at  Chapel  Hill,  where  she  was  on  the  staff  of  the  Institute  for 
Research  in  Social  Science,  focusing  her  research  on  the  textile 
industry  and  public  services  in  the  South.  A  recently  acquired 
and  large  collection  in  this  area  is  that  of  Guion  Griffis  Johnson 
(1901-1989),  historian,  feminist,  and  community  activist,  who  also 
was  a  research  associate  at  IRSS.  Johnson  was  the  author  of  the 
classic  Ante-Bellum  North  Carolina:  A  Social  History  and  of  books 
and  articles  on  the  social  history  of  the  South  Carolina  sea 
islands,  racial  ideologies,  and  volunteering  in  America;  her 
papers  extensively  document  both  her  scholarly  pursuits  and  her 
social  involvements. 

Women's  Organizations 

Records  of  women's  organizations  can  be  important  scholarly 
resources.  Collections  of  women  who  were  active  in  such  groups 
are  numerous  in  the  SHC.  Elvira  Evelyna  Mofitt  (d.  1940),  for 
example,  kept  records  of  clubs  she  belonged  to,  including  the 
Raleigh  Woman's  Club,  the  North  Carolina  Peace  Society,  the 
Women's  Association  for  the  Betterment  of  Public  Schools,  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  United  Daughters  of 
the  Confederacy,  the  Colonial  Dames,  and  the  Roanoke  Colony 
Memorial  Association.  Papers  of  other  women,  like  Elizabeth 
Henderson  Gotten  (1875-1975)  of  Chapel  Hill  and  Lillie  Vause 
Archbell  (18547-1946),  document  a  similar  range  of  women's 
patriotic,  historical,  and  social  organizations  and  often  also  reflect 
efforts  toward  women's  suffrage  as  well  as  other  social  reforms. 
Other  collections,  like  that  of  Jessie  Daniel  Ames,  mentioned 
earlier,  focus  on  women's  reform  organizations.  The  papers  of 
Guion  Griffis  Johnson,  also  mentioned  earlier,  contain  an 
enormous  quantity  of  material  on  women's  social  and  political 
organizations,  especially  from  the  1950s  to  the  1980s. 

The  collection  holds  the  official  records  of  many  women's 
organizations  as  well.  Numbers  of  these,  like  the  Southern 
Association  of  Women  Historians,  are  currently  active  and 
deposit  regular  additions  of  recently  retired  records.  Other  clubs 
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and  organizations  are  defunct.  Most  of  these  were  small  groups, 
and  their  records  reflect  public  activities  of  women  in  local 
communities.  The  names  of  these  groups  suggest  the  foci  of  their 
records:  the  Oxford  Women's  Literary  Club,  the  Chapel  Hill 
Branch  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  the 
Spinsters  Club  of  Fayetteville,  or  the  Salisbury  Book  Club  (with 
descriptive  minutes  of  monthly  meetings  for  ttiirty-three  years!). 

Women,  of  course,  also  have  played  prominent  roles  in 
organizations  with  memberships  not  limited  to  women.  Such 
organizations  with  records  recently  acquired  by  the  SHC  include 
the  Human  Betterment  League  of  North  Carolina,  which 
promoted  the  study  and  prevention  of  genetically  transmitted 
mental  disabilities,  1940s-1980s,  and  the  Brov^n  Lung  Association, 
which  fought  in  the  1970s  and  1980s  to  gain  compensation  for 
men  and  women  with  disorders  related  to  their  work  in  the 
textile  industry  of  the  piedmont  South. 

Other  Women 

Other  outstanding  women's  materials  include  papers  of  Juliette 
Gordon  Low  concerning  her  founding  of  the  Girl  Scouts  of 
America;  extensive  correspondence  from  constituents  for  and 
against  women's  suffrage  in  the  papers  of  anti-suffrage 
congressman  Edwin  Yates  Webb;  19th-century  obstetrical  records 
like  those  in  the  Hentz  Family  Papers;  papers  of  the  wives  of 
politicians,  like  those  of  Merle  D.  Umstead,  wife  of  North 
Carolina  Governor  and  U.  S.  Senator  William  B.  Umstead;  the 
papers  of  contemporary  artist  Sarah  Blakeslee  Speight  and  those 
of  Broadway  and  television  actress  Eugenia  Rawls;  those  of  Olive 
Dame  Campbell,  founder  of  the  Campbell  Folk  School  near 
Murphy,  N.C.:  thousands  of  courtship  and  love-letters  like  those 
between  Mary  E.  Haskell  arid  Kahlil  Gibran,  1908-1931,  and  those 
received  from  suitors  by  Laura  Cornelia  McGimsey  after  her 
husband  was  killed  in  the  Civil  War;  extensive  material  of 
women  who  were  genealogists,  or  travellers,  or  devoted 
Methodists,  Episcopalians,  Quakers,  Moravians,  or  Jews;  and 
papers  of  businesswomen  like  the  many  who  ran  Southern 
plantations  before  and  during  the  Civil  War. 

Researchers  interested  in  off-site  access  to  women's  material  in 
the  Southern  Historical  Collection  should  note  two  current  and 
partly  completed  microfilming  projects  recently  undertaken  with 
University  Publications  of  America.    For  students  of  plantation 
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women,  extensive  resources  from  hundreds  of  SHC  collecrions 
are  being  made  available  for  purchase  in  the  UFA  microfilm 
publication,  "Records  of  Southern  Plantations:  From  the 
Revolution  through  the  Civil  War."  Additionally,  UFA  has 
begun  its  new  microfilm  publication,  "Southern  Women  and  their 
Families  in  the  19th  Century:  Fapers  and  Diaries,"  with  an 
important  selection  of  SHC  materials  from  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi.  Among  these  materials  are  the  3&-volume  diary  of 
Mary  Susan  Ker,  governess  in  Vicksburg,  teacher  in  Natchez,  and 
traveller  in  the  United  States  and  Europe,  during  the  years 
1886-1923;  the  diary  of  Mahala  F.  Eggleston  Roach,  covering  fifty 
years  in  Vicksburg  and  commenting  on  social  life,  relations  with 
slaves,  family  life,  the  Civil  War,  and  Reconstruction; 
correspondence  and  the  vsnriting  books  of  Madaline  Selima 
Edwards,  mentioned  earlier;  two  diaries  of  teenage  girls  before 
and  during  the  Civil  War;  and  records  of  the  lives  of  other 
women. 

Finally,  it  is  suggestive  to  note  that  more  than  a  third  of  the 
accessions  that  have  been  received  by  the  Southern  Historical 
Collection  have  been  donated  by  women.  The  presence  of  these 
materials,  whether  or  not  they  document  women  directly, 
indicates  that  Southern  women  have  found  it  important  to 
remember  and  to  help  others  to  do  so  by  carefully  preserving 
these  documents.  The  characteristics  of  the  records  that  they 
chose  to  preserve  are  worth  considering  as  reflections  of  Southern 
women's  values  and  senses  of  themselves. 

This  quick  review  only  skims  the  surface  of  resources  that 
Suzanne  Lebsock  of  Rutgers  University  has  recently  referred  to 
as  "the  Southern  Historical  Collection's  magnificent  holdings  on 
women."  The  draft  of  a  new  collection  policy  recently  developed 
by  the  staff  includes  women's  materials  in  a  number  of  areas  (see 
appendix),  and  women's  resources  in  the  Southern  Historical 
Collection  continue  to  develop.  The  staff  hopes  to  see  the  use  as 
well  as  the  quantity  and  range  of  these  resources  grow 
dramatically  in  the  near  future  and  will  warmly  welcome  both 
visitors  who  want  to  explore  them  and  donors  with  papers  to 
offer. 

Appendix 

The  Southern  Historical  Collection  seeks  documentation  of 
women  who  either  have  been  or  are  important  in  the  life  of 
central  and  northern  piedmont  North  Carolina,  or 

1991  11 


Southern  Research  Report  #3 


-  closely  associated  with  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Chapel  Hill,  or 

-  influential  statewide  in  North  Carolina,  or 

-  significant  in  Southern  American  literature,  journalism, 
politics,  reform,  economic  development,  or  study,  or 

-  representative  of  widespread  interests,  communities,  and 
movements  in  the  American  South,  or 

-  part  of  one  or  another  under-documented  population  or 
group  in  the  American  South,  or 

-  participants  in  major  historical  events  in  the  American 
South,  or 

-  traditional  tale  tellers,  musicians,  or  folk  preachers  of  the 
American  South. 

In  addition,  the  collection  seeks  the  archives,  often  important 
for  women's  studies,  of 

-  selected  congregations  belonging  to  religious  denomina- 
tions active  in  North  Carolina  and  neighboring  states  and 
not  served  by  other  archival  programs; 

-  selected  farms,  plantations,  fisheries,  mines,  and  related 
agricultural  and  extractive  enterprises  characteristic  of 
broad  areas  of  the  region  or  of  central  and  northern  pied- 
mont North  Carolina; 

-  selected  businesses  (publishing,  broadcasting,  marketing, 
manufacturing,  wholesale,  retail,  finance,  transportation, 
services)  characteristic  of  or  influential  in  central  and  north- 
em  piedmont  North  Carolina  or  active  and  influential 
throughout  the  state  or  in  more  than  one  state  in  the 
region; 

-  selected  reform,  political,  social,  cultural,  patriotic,  profes- 
sional, trade,  avocationai,  or  educational  groups  active  in 
central  and  northern  piedmont  North  Carolina  or  through- 
out the  state  or  in  more  than  one  state  in  the  region; 

-  selected  private  health,  educational,  social,  cultural,  eco- 
nomic, and  charitable  agencies  and  institutions  active  in 
central  and  northern  piedmont  North  Carolina,  throughout 
thestate,  or  in  more  than  one  state  in  the  region. 

Please  let  us  know  of  materials  in  these  areas  that  you  would 
like  to  see  placed  in  the  contexts  that  the  Southern  Historical 
Collection  has  been  developing  for  the  last  sixty-one  years.      D 
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SOME  MODERN  LETTERS  AND 

EXTRAORDINARY  VOICES  IN  THE 

SOUTHERN  HISTORICAL  COLLECTION 

hy  Patricia  M.  Gantt,  English  Department, 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 

The  University  of  North  Carolina's  Southern  Historical  Collection 
long  has  attracted  researchers  from  around  the  world.  Scholars 
from  Australia  or  Japan  often  work  alongside  colleagues  from  the 
States.  Most  are  drawn  by  the  renown  of  the  collection's 
holdings  of  plantation  and  political  papers  and  Civil  War 
accounts.  Yet  literary  researchers  will  find  many  writers  for 
whom  the  collection  also  has  substantial  bodies  of  material  (H.L. 
Mencken,  Walker  Percy,  Gail  Godwin,  Paul  Green,  Shelby  Foote, 
Robert  Ruark,  or  John  Ehle,  for  example)  or  less  expansive,  but 
still  important  holdings  (A.R.  Ammons,  Richard  Wright,  Laura 
Riding  Jackson,  Caroline  Gordon,  or  Maxwell  Anderson). 
Scholars  wishing  to  study  publication  itself  can  find  the  little 
magazine  represented  in  the  Contempo  Papers  or  look  at  large 
publication  houses  through  the  papers  of  William  T.  Couch, 
editor  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina  Press,  ti^e  first 
university  press  in  the  region.  These  and  many  more  groups  of 
materials  await  new  interpretations,  new  insights.  So  do  the 
collection's  holdings  of  conversations  with  hundreds  of  people 
whose  names  have  no  literary  echo. 

A  group  that  epitomizes  the  SHC's  rich  modem  holdings  is  the 
regional  papers  of  the  Federal  Writers'  Project.  Until 
comparatively  recently,  generations  of  Americans  were  taught 
that  history  is  the  reliable  record  of  a  nation's  past,  told  through 
the  accomplishments  of  its  great  men.  A  significant  reworking 
of  that  definition  has  emerged  as  scholars,  politicians,  and  the 
people  tliemselves  have  called  for  a  more  mimetic  social 
narrative,  one  reflecting  the  multiplicity  of  American  voices.  The 
Federal  Writers'  Project  is  one  of  the  earliest  responses  to  this 
demand  for  "re-vision."  The  project  had  its  genesis  in  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt's  program  for  shaking  off  the  Depression,  the 
controversial  Works  Progress  Administration,  whose  four  arts 
components  were  designed  to  assist  theater,  painting,  music,  and 
writing— as  well  as  the  economy—by  giving  jobs  to  unemployed 
artists.    The  FWP  engaged  amateurs  and  professionals  alike  in 
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the  first  unified  govemmental  effort  to  interview  everyday 
individuals  whose  experiences  had  previously  been  devalued  or 
omitted  altogether.*  The  result  is  a  fascinating  variety  of  life 
histories.  Although  methods  for  collecting  and  preserving  these 
narratives  have  not  been  without  special  problems,  the  interviews 
are  crucial  for  attaining  a  more  comprehensive  understanding  of 
that  old  question:  what  is  an  American? 

When  the  project  began  in  1935,  its  purpose  was  to  get  artists  out 
of  welfare  lines  and  into  some  work  that  could  make  use  of  their 
skills.  Their  actual  product  was  to  be  a  series  of  travel  guides 
(one  for  each  of  the  forty-eight  states  plus  another  for  Alaska) 
which  would  elaborate  on  points  of  interest  for  travelers  eager  to 
visit  natural  or  historic  landmarks.  Before  long  North  Carolina's 
director,  William  T.  Couch,  came  to  feel  that  such  a  guide, 
however  useful,  was  too  one-dimensional.  Writers  "gathered 
impressions  as  well  as  facts,"  Couch  observed,  although  the 
original  scheme  for  the  books  provided  a  conduit  for  facts  only. 
The  project  simply  did  not  go  far  enough. 

Couch's  own  investigation  of  several  mill  towns  that  dotted  his 
state  led  him  to  envision  another  project—one  that  would  focus 
on  individuals  rather  than  rivers  or  buildings:  "With  all  our  talk 
of  democracy,"  Couch  said,  "it  seems  not  inappropriate  to  let  the 
people  speak  for  themselves."  He  wanted  to  record  the  memories 
and  impressions  of  the  region's  people:  judges  and  physicians 
could  have  their  say,  of  course,  but  also  tombstone  makers,  dairy 
farmers,  beauticians,  cigar  rollers,  turpentiners,  midwives, 
laundrymen,  sawmill  workers,  elevator  operators,  and  honky- 
tonk  hostesses.  In  1938  Couch  submitted  his  proposal,  including 
sample  interviews  with  ten  mill  workers,  whose  stories  he  hoped 
would  validate  his  conviction  that  "this  work  is  important  and 
ought  to  be  done."  Washington  officials  were  immediately 
enthusiastic  about  Couch's  plan;  its  acceptance  and  the 
subsequent  reorganization  of  the  FWP  into  six  regional  bodies  to 
put  it  into  effect  not  only  assured  continued  jobs  for  struggling 
artists,  but  initiated  a  welcome  approach  to  American  history. 
Field  workers  were  sent  out  across  the  nation  to  record  "as 

During  the  nine  years  of  the  project's  existence,  it  employed  thousands  of 
researchers,  writers,  and  editors,  some  of  whom-Richard  Wright,  John  Cheever, 
Nelson  Algren,  and  Saul  Bellow,  for  example-would  win  international  fame. 

Henry  G.  Alsberg,  National  Director  of  Writers'  Projects,  and  his  chief,  Harry 
L.  Hopkins,  Director  of  the  Federal  Emergency  Relief  Administration, 
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honest  and  accurate  a  picture  of  life  as  possible,"  making  every 
attempt  to  let  individuals  speak  for  themselves  by  capturing 
stories  in  the  informants'  natural  speech. 

Couch  and  later  scholars,  such  as  Jerrold  Hirsch  and  Tom  E. 
Terrill,  have  provided  considerable  access  to  voices  from  the 
Writers'  Project,  yet  much  remains  to  be  done.  Of  the  thousands 
of  extant  interviews  (about  1200  of  them  in  the  SHC),  those 
receiving  primary  attention  have  been  textile  and  farm  workers 
or  former  slaves,  with  the  bulk  of  the  materials  unexplored. 
Eliza  Grant,  a  North  Carolina  midwife,  represents  just  one  of  the 
personal  narratives  begging  for  scholarly  investigation;  she 
expresses  the  hard  work  and  pride  involved  in  pursuing 
"babysnatching":  "Ain't  no  easy  work,  either.  It's  downright 
hard.  You  and  the  woman  is  pretty  near  plumb  wore  out  after 
all's  over.  Her  gruntin'  and  yellin'  and  you  pullin'  with  her.  .  . 
Somehow  you  don't  mind  workin'  so  hard  when  you  gets 
somethin'  accomplished."  Another  Carolina  woman,  a  Durham 
prostitute  named  Hazel,  speaks  to  the  economic  deprivation 
inherent  in  the  Depression,  but  intensified  for  a  single  mother. 
She  explains  how  she  turned  to  the  street  when  her  lack  of 
"schoolin'"  kept  her  from  making  "a  decent  livin'"  for  herself  and 
her  daughter,  Juanita:  "Maybe  you  think  what  I'm  doin'  ain't 
right,  and  maybe  it  ain't .  .  .  [but  it]  gives  me  the  chance  to  take 
good  care  of  Juanita."  These  are  just  two  of  the  voices  which 
speak  of  everyday  lives  in  that  time  and  region. 

The  revelations  embedded  in  these  interviews,  drawn  in  1938  and 
1939  from  ordinary  people  in  a  geographic  arc  across  the  South, 
clearly  invite  our  attention.  Researchers  will  find  Couch's 
papers,  also  in  the  collection,  invaluable  in  obtaining  a  full 
picture  of  the  lives  recorded  by  the  FWP.  Both  groups  of  papers 
can  only  grow  in  historical  and  literary  import,  for  they  represent 
our  nation's  initial  attempt  to  produce  an  official  discourse  which 
could  overcome  traditional  gender,  race,  and  class  barriers.      D 
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WOMEN'S  VOICES  IN  THE  SOUTHERN 
ORAL  HISTORY  PROGRAM  COLLECTION 

by  Hannah  Joyner,  History  Department, 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 

In  the  spring  of  1990,  a  group  of  seven  graduate  students  in 
history  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 
undertook  the  creation  of  a  finding  aid  called  "Women's  Voices 
in  the  Southern  Oral  History  Program  (SOHP)."  Emily  Bingham, 
Hannah  Joyner,  Maria  Miller,  Anne  Mitchell,  Laura  Moore, 
Cynthia  Scherer,  and  Annette  Tappe  started  the  project  for  a 
course  in  Southern  women's  history  taught  by  Southern  Oral 
History  Program  Director  Jacquelyn  Dov^d  Hall.  As  historians 
of  women,  all  the  members  of  the  group  had  experienced  the 
frustrations  of  trying  to  find  information  on  women  in  archives 
that  had  not  always  noted  their  presence.  Since  the  l,l(X)-plus 
SOHP  interviews  are  the  most  heavily  used  collection  in  the 
Southern  Historical  Collection  at  the  university  and  finding  aids 
were  both  incomplete  and  inconsistent,  the  students  chose 
production  of  this  guide  as  their  project. 

Their  work  allowed  the  seven  students  to  learn  an  enormous 
amount  about  the  South  and  Southern  women.  They  were 
introduced  to  women  of  different  classes,  races,  religions,  and 
professions  from  throughout  the  20th-century  South.  Interviews, 
conducted  at  various  times  by  numerous  interviewers  to  various 
ends,  focused  on  diverse  subjects:  the  politicization  of  women 
who  became  involved  in  both  suffrage  and  the  women's 
movement;  the  effects  of  industrialization  on  women  and  on 
families;  the  value  of  folk  traditions  such  as  comshucking, 
quilting  parties,  and  story  telling;  the  results  of  the  labor 
movement  and  strikes;  the  influence  of  racial  activism;  and  rural 
electrification.  Women  talked  about  work  outside  their  homes 
and  about  education,  family  lives,  and  religious  beliefs.  The 
students  analyzed  how  interviewees  interpreted  their  lives  for 
themselves.  They  found  that  often  the  women  emphasized  their 
accomplishments  rather  than  any  disadvantages  they  had  faced. 

Several  of  the  interviewees  denied  that  discrimination  had  been 
a  barrier  in  their  lives  but  revealed  through  the  course  of  their 
interviews  that  gender  expectations  had  directly  limited  their 
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training  or  experiences.  These  same  women  demonstrated  their 
commitment  to  social  action  in  their  efforts  to  change  such 
limitations. 

The  guide  includes  abstracts  of  all  the  interviews  with  women  in 
the  Southern  Oral  History  Collection.  Also  included  are  a  few 
abstracts  of  interviews  with  men  who  discuss  particular  women 
or  issues  specifically  related  to  women  in  their  interviews.  The 
tapes  and  transcripts  of  these  interviews  are  deposited  in  the 
Southern  Historical  Collection  (Manuscripts  Department)  in 
Wilson  Library. 

The  seven  graduate  students  found  that  creating  a  thorough 
finding  aid  was  a  long,  difficult  process.  Since  none  of  the 
members  of  the  group  had  had  any  formal  archival  training,  they 
worked  by  trial  and  error.  Their  vision  of  the  finished  project 
was  altered  at  each  step  as  their  understanding  of  the  archival 
process  evolved.  Each  member  of  the  group  began  the  project 
with  different  goals,  expectations,  and  experiences.  The 
reconciling  of  these  differences  continually  shaped  decisions 
regarding  the  content,  format,  and  style  of  both  the  abstracts  and 
the  index. 

Two  members  of  the  group,  Anne  Mitchell  and  Hannah  Joyner, 
were  assigned  as  research  assistants  to  the  Southern  Oral  History 
Program  for  the  fall  of  1990.  Director  Hall  and,  later.  Acting 
Director  Pamela  Dean  instructed  them  to  continue  the  work  on 
the  guide,  to  bring  the  abstracts  into  standard  form,  and  to 
supply  needed  missing  information,  so  that  a  finished  product 
could  be  put  in  the  hands  of  researchers.  The  guide  as  it  stands 
now  is  the  product  of  these  two  students'  work  with  the  material 
generated  by  the  original  group  of  seven  and  with  guidance  from 
the  staffs  of  the  Southern  Oral  History  Program  and  the 
Manuscripts  Department.  The  index  to  guide  entries  was 
compiled  by  Megan  Mulder,  a  graduate  student  at  the  School  of 
Information  and  Library  Science  at  UNC-CH. 

Users  of  the  guide  should  keep  in  mind  that  the  abstracts  were 
written  by  many  different  people.  The  group  of  seven  students 
who  began  this  project  wrote  many  of  the  abstracts  themselves, 
while  others  were  done  by  the  SOHP  staff  and  interviewers. 
Some  of  the  abstracts  are  much  more  detailed  than  others,  and 
some  were  done  with  more  attention  to  issues  of  gender. 
Researchers  will  find  much  useful  information  in  the  tapes  and 
transcriptions  of  the  actual  interviews  that  could  not  be  included 
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in  the  abstracts.  The  guide  is  a  first  tool  to  help  researchers  gain 
access  to  the  SOHP  materials,  not  the  last  word. 

At  press  time  for  this  issue  of  the  Southern  Research  Report, 
standardization  of  the  abstracts  and  work  on  the  guide's  index 
were  nearing  completion.  When  the  guide  is  finished,  entries 
from  its  index  will  be  added  to  the  Manuscripts  Department's 
card  catalog.  The  guide  will  also  be  used  in  writing  automated 
catalog  records  to  be  entered  into  national  and  local  online 
catalogs.  In  the  end,  "Women's  Voices  in  the  Southern  Oral 
History  Program"  itself,  and  the  improved  access  it  fosters 
through  other  finding  aids,  will  greatly  amplify  the  voices  of 
women  in  the  SOHP. 

Until  the  guide  finds  its  way  into  print  in  its  finally  edited  form, 
researchers  who  wish  to  consult  the  work  in  progress  need  to 
check  with  the  SOHP  office  in  the  History  Department,  CB#  3195, 
Hamilton  Hall,  UNC-CH,  Chapel  Hill,  N.C.  27599-3195;  (919)  962- 
8076.  n 
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DOCUMENTATION  OF  WOMEN  PERFORMERS 
IN  THE   SOUTHERN  FOLKLORE  COLLECTION 

by  Mike  Casey,  Sound  and  Image  Librarian, 

Manuscripts  Department, 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 

The  Southern  Folklife  Collection  (SFC),  one  component  of  the 
Manuscripts  Department  of  the  Academic  Affairs  Library, 
contains  over  40,000  sound  recordings  documenting  the  musical 
and  oral  traditions  of  the  American  South.  Old-time  stringbands, 
blueswomen  and  men,  gospel  singers,  bluegrass  groups,  Cajun 
and  western  swing  musicians,  ballad  singers.  Native  American 
singers  and  musicians,  storytellers,  preachers,  and  many  others 
are  well  represented  on  the  thousands  of  78s,  LPs,  45s,  field 
tapes,  video  tapes,  and  direct-to-disc  recordings  that  make  up  the 
collection.  The  SFC  also  contains  song  folios,  sheet  music, 
photographs,  articles  and  clippings,  and  manuscript  materials 
that  further  document  Southern  traditions. 

The  SFC  was  formed  from  two  sources:  the  UNC  Folklore 
Archives  and  the  John  Edwards  Memorial  Collection.  The 
combined  collection  ranks  with  the  Library  of  Congress  and 
Nashville's  Country  Music  Foundation  as  a  center  of  research  on 
Southern  traditional  music  and  narrative.  The  UNC  Folklore 
Archives  was  established  in  1968  by  faculty  members  of  the 
UNC-CH  Curriculum  in  Folklore  who  began  acquiring  LPs  for 
use  in  their  classes.  In  1983,  the  university  purchased  the  John 
Edwards  Memorial  Collection.  Called  "the  focal  point  for  folk 
music  scholarship"  in  the  Journal  of  American  Folklore,  the 
Edwards  Collection  contains  over  26,000  sound  recordings~78s, 
45s,  LPs,  and  open  reel  field  tapes-along  with  supporting 
materials  such  as  periodicals,  vertical  files,  photographs,  song 
folios,  and  discographical  materials.  In  the  Fall  of  1986,  the 
Folklore  Archives  and  the  JEMC  were  combined  to  become  the 
fourth  component  of  the  Manuscripts  Department  of  the  UNC- 
CH  Academic  Affairs  Library. 

Women  performers,  though  both  less  often  recorded  and 
appearing  in  smaller  numbers  (in  commercial  settings)  than  their 
male  counterparts,  have  always  played  a  significant  role  in  the 
transmission  of  Southern  musical  and  narrative  genres.  The  SFC 
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contains,  and  is  actively  seeking,  documentation  of  these  roles 
and  their  contexts  as  well  as  of  the  traditions  themselves. 
Thousands  of  the  collection's  recordings  either  focus  exclusively 
on  women  or  significantly  include  women,  and  these  holdings 
span  the  traditions  and  recording  formats  found  in  the  collection. 
Our  holdings  also  include  several  collections  created  by  women, 
such  as  the  rich  materials  gathered  by  noted 
musician/publisher/fieldworker  Alice  Gerrard  that  focus  on  both 
stringband  traditions  in  the  Galax,  Va./Mt.  Airy,  N.C.,  area  and 
early  bluegrass  festivals,  and  the  items  collected  by  folklor- 
ist/musician  Joan  Fenton  that  document  both  African  and  Anglo- 
American  traditions  in  West  Virginia.  Below  is  a  brief,  selected 
list  of  SFC  recordings  that  focus  on  women  tradition-bearers. 

Field  Recordings 

A.  North  Carolina  materials:  includes  Catherine  Peck's 
collection  of  interviews  with  six  African  American  women 
preachers,  including  some  recordings  of  services  at  their 
churches.  These  tapes  were  recorded  in  the  early  1980s  and 
formed  the  basis  of  Peck's  Folklore  master's  thesis.  Also  includes 
such  materials  as  an  interview  with  Molly  Sequoia,  a  Cherokee, 
conducted  in  1967,  and  ballad  singing  by  women  from  across 
North  Carolina  recorded  in  1958  and  1959  by  Phillip  Kennedy. 
The  SFC  holds  many  additional  field  recordings  that,  though  they 
do  not  focus  exclusively  on  women,  contain  important 
documentation  of  women  tradition  bearers. 

B.  Archie  Green  Collection:  interviews  with  and  recordings  of 
Kentucky  natives  Sarah  Ogan  Gunning,  singer  and  composer  of 
widely  known  protest  songs,  and  her  half-sister  Aunt  Molly 
Jackson,  singer,  songwriter,  union  organizer,  nurse,  and  midwife. 

C.  Items  from  the  John  Edwards  Memorial  Collection: 
interviews  with  prominent  women  in  early  country  music, 
including  Sara  Carter,  Moonshine  Kate  (Rosa  Lee  Carson),  Patsy 
Montana,  and  the  Coon  Creek  Girls. 

Commercial  Recordings 

A.  Rosetta  Records:  record  label  begun  by  Rosetta  Reitz  that 
documents  African  American  blueswomen,  jazz,  and  gospel 
singers  from  the  1920s-1950s  in  the  Women's  Heritage  Series,  the 
Foremothers  Series,  and  the  Independent  Women's  Blues  Series. 
LPs  include  "Mean  Mothers,"  "Sorry  But  I  Can't  Take  You: 
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Women's  Railroad  Blues,"  "Jailhouse  Blues/'  "Sweet  Petunia's/' 
"Super  Sisters/'  and  others. 

B.  Documentation  of  old-time  stringband,  early  country, 
country,  and  bluegrass  performers:  included  are  LP  anthologies 
of  women  performers  ("Banjo  Pickin'  Girl:  Women  in  Early 
Country  Music,"  "Women  of  Old-Time  Music")  and  recordings  of 
individual  artists  and  groups  (ranging  from  the  1920s  to  the 
present  on  78s,  45s,  and  LPs,  including  such  artists  as  the  Girls 
of  the  Golden  West,  Kitty  Wells,  Patsy  Cline,  Hazel  Dickens, 
Samantha  Bumgamer,  Wilma  Lee  Cooper,  and  many  others). 

C.  Recordings  of  performers  from  various  ethnic  traditions  or 
from  other  countries:  for  instance,  Tex-Mex  (Lydia  Mendoza), 
Scottish  (Jeannie  Robertson,  Jean  Redpath),  Irish  (Mary  Ann 
Carolan,  Julia  Clifford),  Zydeco  (Queen  Ida),  and  others. 

D.  African  American  performers  of  gospel  music,  classic  blues, 
country  blues,  spirituals,  children's  songs,  and  other  genres, 
including  Shirley  Caesar,  Mahalia  Jackson,  Bessie  Smith, 
Elizabeth  Gotten,  Bessie  Jones,  and  hundreds  of  others. 

These  materials  are  most  easily  accessed  by  artist  name  or  record 
company,  although  portions  of  the  Collection  (roughly  5,000 
recordings  or  13%  as  of  this  writing)  can  also  be  searched  by 
gender,  race,  musical  and  narrative  genre,  geographic  region,  and 
musical  instrumentation.  The  SFC  is  used  by  historians, 
folklorists,  musicians,  journalists,  students,  radio  producers,  and 
others  researching  traditions,  artists,  subjects,  regions,  or  titles. 

The  Southern  Folklife  Collection's  documentation  of  traditional 
women  performers  is  substantial,  though  somewhat  limited  in 
both  scope  and  approach.  The  collection  contains  many  fewer 
recordings  of  women  than  of  men,  perhaps  in  part  because  of: 
the  cultural  expectations  that  prevented  women  tradition-bearers 
from  moving  into  the  world  of  performance;  historical  biases  of 
the  recording  companies;  and  the  pre-occupations  of  folklorists 
and  traditional  music  researchers  as  well  as  past  collectors.  It  is 
also  true  that  many  of  our  women-focused  collections  were 
generated  by  men  and  often  do  not  reflect  issues  and  concerns 
deemed  important  by  women.  Given  these  limitations,  we  are 
actively  seeking  materials  that  will  strengthen  our  core  holdings 
highlighting  and  documenting  Southern  traditions  shaped  and 
expressed  by  women  artists.  D 
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RESOURCES  ON  SOUTHERN  WOMEN 

IN  UNC-CH'S  HUMANITIES  AND  SOCIAL 

SCIENCES  GENERAL  COLLECTIONS  AND 

DEPARTMENTAL,  INSTITUTE,  AND 

CENTER  LIBRARIES 

by  Luke  Swindler, 
Academic  Ajfairs  Library  Social  Sciences  Bibliographer, 

and  Sue  A.  Dodd, 

Data  Archivist,  Institute  for  Research  in  Social  Science, 

University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 

Collection  development  for  published  materials  on  women  in  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  Academic  Affairs 
Library  is  primarily  the  responsibility  of  the  Humanities 
Bibliographer  and  the  Social  Sciences  Bibliographer.  Together, 
these  two  full-time  collection  development  officers  cover  all  print, 
microform,  and  electronic  publications  for  all  humanities  and 
social  sciences  subjects  as  well  as  general  topics  dealing  with 
women.  They  also  are  responsible  for  all  related  fields,  such  as 
feminism,  plus  all  published  materials  in  the  humanities  and 
social  sciences  on  the  American  South  (except  for  North 
Carolina).  Finally,  in  order  to  make  certain  that  the  library  gets 
all  appropriate  materials,  they  coordinate  the  selection  of 
reference  titles  with  the  Humanities  and  the  Business  and  Social 
Sciences  (BA/SS)  reference  departments  and  of  state-related 
materials  with  the  North  Carolina  Collection. 

The  centralization  of  collection  development  responsibility  for 
women  and  Southern  Americana  in  these  two  librarians  has  had 
important  advantages.  So  has  the  fact  that  the  Walter  Royal 
Davis  Library  houses  all  the  print,  microform,  and  electronic 
collections  for  all  social  sciences  and  humanities  disciplines  (with 
the  exception  of  maps  and  specialized  North  Caroliniana).  As  a 
result,  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  library  has 
created  exceptionally  coherent,  coordinated,  and  comprehensive 
collections  on  Southern  women. 

Moreover,  unlike  the  vast  majority  of  research  libraries,  UNC-CH 
relies  on  notices  from  the  Library  of  Congress  rather  than  vendor 
forms  or  review  sources  as  its  primary  means  of  identifying 
publications.    Because  both  vendors  and  review  sources  ignore 


22  SPRING 


other  UNC-CH  Resources 


hard-to-get  titles,  Carolina's  use  of  Library  of  Congress 
publication  information  gives  it  a  much  wider  and  deeper  level 
of  bibliographic  coverage.  Hence,  librarians  at  UNC-CH  are 
more  likely  to  find  out  about  a  specialized  conference 
proceeding,  a  non-trade  biography,  or  a  regional  study  published 
by  a  local  historical  society  than  are  their  colleagues  at  other 
universities. 

In  terms  of  understanding  the  library  collections  on  Southern 
v^omen  at  UNC-CH,  one  also  needs  to  keep  in  mind  that  the 
university  provided  high  levels  of  funding  to  campus  libraries 
from  the  mid-1970s  through  the  mid-1980s.  This  was,  of  course, 
the  boom  period  of  women's  studies  publishing,  especially  in 
terms  of  reprints  and  large  microform  collections.  In  addition  to 
enjoying  good  funding,  the  UNC-CH  Women's  Studies  Program 
provided  the  library  with  a  student  assistant  for  two  years  so  as 
to  make  possible  the  publication  of  a  135-page  guide  to  campus 
library  resources  on  women.  Resources  for  Women's  Studies  in  The 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  Libraries  (May  1984).  As 
part  of  the  process  of  putting  together  the  guide,  campus  libraries 
identified  gaps  in  collections—gaps  that  at  the  time  they  had 
money  to  remedy.  Despite  funding  problems  at  present,  the 
library  continues  to  acquire  comprehensively  current  books  on 
Southern  women. 

Finally,  Carolina  has  been  able  to  cooperate  extensively  v^th  both 
Duke  University  and  North  Carolina  State  University,  especially 
in  the  acquisition  of  expensive  materials.  The  factors  mentioned 
above,  together  with  results  of  this  cooperation,  have  allowed  the 
Research  Triangle  Libraries-and  UNC-CH  in  particular—to  build 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  comprehensive  collections  on 
Southern  women  found  anywhere. 

The  UNC-CH  library  collections  are  exceptionally  good  at 
supporting  interdisciplinary  and  multi-state/comparative  studies 
of  Southern  Women.  In  fact,  no  other  academic  center  comes 
close  to  rivaling  the  Research  Triangle  Libraries  here.  Although 
good  in  almost  all  areas  related  to  Southern  women,  these 
libraries  provide  particularly  strong  support  to  researchers 
studying  history,  politics,  and  social  conditions.  More 
particularly,  UNC-CH  libraries  are  extraordinarily  rich  in  fugitive 
books,  especially  non-trade  titles,  and  have  a  wide  range  of 
microform  sets  (which  are  significantly  supplemented  by 
collections  readily  available  at  nearby  Duke  University). 
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Appended  to  this  brief  article  is  the  table  of  contents  of  Resources 
for  Women's  Studies  ....  It  further  suggests  areas  of  strength  in 
many  of  the  UNC-CH  collections.  Other  articles  in  this  issue  of 
the  Southern  Research  Report  explore  some  of  these  selected  riches 
more  fully.  Researchers  need  to  remember,  too,  that  the  Music 
and  Art  Department  libraries  of  the  university  hold  growing 
volumes  of  material  on  North  Carolina  women  composers  and 
artists.  In  addition,  the  Music  Library  has  extensive  Southern  art 
music,  songbook,  tunebook.  Early  American  music,  religious 
music,  and  jazz  collections,  while  the  Art  Library  has  valuable 
architectural  history  and  is  extending  its  Southern  women  artist 
holdings.  The  North  Carolina  Collection  not  only  has  collected 
comprehensively  the  writings  on  and  by  women  and  women's 
organizations  and  institutions  associated  significantly  with  either 
UNC-CH  or  North  Carolina,  but  it  also  houses  extensive  files  of 
North  Carolina  periodicals  and  some  250,000  photographs  of  and 
by  North  Carolinians,  including  those  taken  by  noted  woman 
photographer  Bayard  Wootten. 

In  addition,  the  University's  Carolina  Population  Center  Library 
(perhaps  the  largest  of  its  kind~70,000  cataloged  items)  supports 
demographic  and  family  planning  studies  worldwide,  while  the 
Institute  of  Government  Library  (ca.  15,000  volumes)  provides 
extraordinary  resources  for  local  government  study.  Both  these 
collections  have  North  Carolina  concentrations. 

Toother  important  UNC-CH  resource  for  Southern  women's 
studies  is  the  Institute  for  Research  in  Social  Science  (IRSS) 
collections  of  data  relevant  to  social  science  research.  The 
institute  maintains  one  of  the  largest  collections  of  numeric  data 
in  the  United  States.  These  data  include  Harris  Public  Opinion 
Polls;  U.S.  Census  Data  from  1790  to  1970;  election  data  from 
1948  to  the  present;  World  Fertility  and  Growth  of  American 
Families;  National  Health  Surveys;  National  Longitudinal  Surveys 
of  Labor  Market  Experience;  the  Panel  Study  of  Income 
Dynamics;  and  surveys  covering  many  other  topics  from  AGING 
to  WOMEN'S  STUDIES.  The  institute's  collection  also  includes 
thousands  of  data  sets  obtained  from  the  Inter-university 
Consortium  for  Political  and  Social  Research  (ICPSR)  since  1965 
and  the  Roper  Public  Opinion  Research  Center  since  1970. 

The  data  files,  received  on  magnetic  tape,  are  transferred  to  disk 
or  tape  cartridge  and  are  stored  at  the  UNC-CH  Academic 
Computer    Center.       The    supporting    volumes    of    printed 
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documentation  (including  information  necessary  for  electronic 
access)  are  shelved  in  Room  10  Manning  Hall. 

The  following  checklist  covers  computer  files  for  which  women 
are  the  primary  group  being  studied  and  Southern  women  are 
included;  or  surveys  for  which  women's  issues  are  prominent 
(e.g.,  Harris  1981  Equal  Rights  Survey  in  North  Carolina);  or 
surveys,  including  women,  with  a  Southern  or  North  Carolina 
focus.  Because  of  space  limitations,  the  list  excludes  more 
general  data  sets  covering  the  entire  U.S.  population,  such  as 
those  from  the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  the  National  Center  for 
Health  Statistics,  etc.  However,  these  national  and  international 
samples  should  not  be  overlooked  as  sources  of  rich  data  for  the 
study  of  women. 

IRSS  data  resources  and  services  are  available  to  all  members  of 
the  UNC-CH  academic  community:  faculty,  staff,  and  students. 
Unless  data  are  restricted  by  the  terms  of  suppliers'  contracts, 
computer  files  are  also  available  to  users  at  other  educational 
institutions  and  to  the  general  public. 

Sources  of  Survey  Data  on  Women 

Topical  approaches  and  suggested  data  for  the  study  of  women 
and  women's  lives: 

1)  Women's  lifestyles 

Convention  Delegate  Study  0/1972:  Women  in  Politics 
Harris  1976  Women's  Lifestyles  and  Consumer  Survey,  no.  2525 
Harris  1988  Survey  of  Affluent  Women  Over  40,  no.  881018 

2)  Women's  Role  in  Society 

Attitudes  of  Women  Toward  Their  Role  in  Life 

Virginia  Slims  data  series 

Women  in  Development,  1979-1980  (data  also  available  for 

1938 
Harris  1985  Survey  of  Female  Veterans,  no.  843002 

3)  Fertility  and  Family  Planning 
Columbia  Fertility  Survey,  1977 
Growth  of  American  Families  series 
National  Fertility  Study  series 
National  KAP  Surveys 

National  Survey  of  Family  Growth  Cycles 
Urban  Fertility  Study  of  CELADA 

4)  Women  in  the  Labor  Force 
Handbook  of  International  Data  on  Women 
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National  Longitudinal  Survey  of  Labor  Market  Experience 

5)  Gender  differences 

Virginia  Slims  data  series 

The  Harris  1984  Gender  Gap  Survey,  no.  832047 

6)  Women's  issues  and  concerns 

General  Social  Survey,  1972-1989 

Harris  1979  Survey  on  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  (ERA), 

no.  794022 
Harris  1982  ERA  Survey  in  North  Carolina,  no.  822029 
National  Women's  Study,  1975 
Newsweek  Magazine  Survey  Among  Women 
New  York  Times  Women's  Survey 

7)  Oppression  of  Women 

Harris  1975  Energy  Shortage  and  Values  Survey,  no.  7586 
Harris  1979  Survey  of  Spousal  Violence  Against  Women  in 

Kentucky,  no.  792701 
Study  of  North  Carolina  Women,  1978 

8)  Family  role  and  child  care 

Harris  1980  Survey  on  Family  Life  in  America,  no.  804009 
Yankelovich  1974  Family  Study:  The  American  Family  and 

Money 
Yankelovich  [1981]  Contemporary  American  Family 

9)  South 

The  Carolina  Poll,  1977-present 

Carolina  Citizens'  Survey,  1976-85 

Atlanta  Journal-Constitution  Polls 

Harris  1971  South  Carolina  Industrial  Development  Survey, 

no.  2130 
Harris  1966  South  Carolina  Election  Survey,  no.  1600 
Southeastern  Regional  Survey  III,  1971 
Southern  Primary  and  General  Election  Data  1946-1972 
Southern  Primary  and  General  Election  Data  1920-1948 
Negro  Political  Participation  Study,  1961-1962 

In  time,  the  UNC-CH  libraries  expect  to  issue  a  new  edition  of 
Resources  for  Women's  Studies  ...  to  expand  on  this  brief  survey 
updating  some  of  those  portions  of  the  1984  guide  relevant  to  the 
study  of  Southern  v^omen. 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  WOMEN  ON  THE  HILL: 
RESOURCES  FOR  STUDY  AND  AN  OVERVIEW 

by  Pamela  Dean, 

Acting  Director  of  the  Southern  Oral  History  Program, 

University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 

There  are  rich  sources  documenting  the  changing  roles  and 
images  of  women  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel 
Hill,  especially  the  students'  perspectives  on  these  matters.  The 
North  Carolina  Collection,  also  in  UNC's  Wilson  library,  has  back 
files  of  the  student  newspaper  and  annual,  The  Daily  Tar  Heel  and 
the  Yackety  Yack.  The  University  Archives,  in  the  Manuscripts 
Department  in  Wilson  Library,  contains  records  from  campus 
offices  and  organizations.  Of  particular  interest  are  the  records 
of  the  chancellors  in  the  1960s  and  1970s  and  of  Advisor  to 
Women  Inez  Stacy  and  Dean  of  Women  Katherine  Carmichael. 
Archives'  holdings  from  the  Division  of  Student  Affairs  include 
memos,  correspondence,  minutes,  and  reports  from  various 
committees.  Numerous  interviews  with  alumnae,  faculty,  and 
administrators  are  included  in  the  Southern  Oral  History 
Program  Collection  in  the  Southern  Historical  Collection.  These 
interviews  supplement  the  formal  record  found  in  the  University 
Archives,  providing  a  sense  of  the  individual  experiences  of 
women  students  and  of  the  motives  and  concerns  of  faculty  and 
administrators  in  dealing  witii  them.  Of  particular  interest  are 
those  with  Norma  Cornell  Berryhill,  Guion  Griffis  Johnson, 
Katherine  Everett,  Gladys  Avery  Tillett,  Mary  Price  Adamson, 
Emily  Maclachlan,  Gillian  Cell,  Mary  Turner  Lane,  Margaret 
O'Connor,  Carlyle  Sitterson.  and  Sharon  Rose  Powell.  Several  of 
these  interviewees'  papers  are  in  the  Southern  Historical 
Collection  as  well—for  instance,  those  of  Johnson  and  Tillett.  This 
collection  also  has  many  other  alumnae  papers.  In  addition,  the 
archives  of  the  Alumni  Association  contain  much  useful  material 
on  the  background  and  subsequent  careers  of  UNC  alumnae  and, 
in  the  form  of  memoirs  and  responses  to  surveys,  on  women's 
evaluations  of  their  experiences  at  the  university.  Most  of  the 
stories  told  in  these  records  have  yet  to  be  explored  in  detail.  A 
quick  overview  may  stimulate  further  examination,  however. 
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Ladies  on  the  Hill 

The  University  of  North  Carolina  was  a  men's  college  when  it 
was  founded  in  1795,  and  so  it  remained  for  more  than  a  century. 
It  was  not  until  1897  that  the  trustees  of  the  university  decided 
to  admit  women,  and  even  then  only  to  graduate  and 
professional  classes.  University  president  Edwin  Alderman  had 
been  converted  to  the  cause  of  women's  education  by  his  friend 
Charles  D.  Mclver,  founder  and  first  president  of  the  state's 
Normal  and  Industrial  College  for  women  (now  UNC- 
Greensboro),  which  had  opened  five  years  earlier.  Recognizing 
that  virtually  no  Southern  women's  college  actually  prepared 
students  for  graduate  work.  Alderman  interpreted  the  trustees' 
resolution  broadly  to  mean  upper-division  undergraduate  as  well 
as  graduate  courses.  Thus,  when  the  first  five  coeds  enrolled, 
most  came  to  complete  educations  begun  at  other  schools,  such 
as  Meredith,  Salem,  Guilford,  St.  Mary's,  or  the  State  Normal.  As 
such  they  were  visitors,  part  of  a  world  beyond  the  "Hill"  and 
therefore  not  a  substantial  part  of  the  life  of  the  university. 
Many  would  come  for  a  year  or  two  and  then  teach  for  awhile 
before  marrying.  Some  used  Chapel  Hill  as  a  stepping  stone  to 
other  institutions  of  higher  learning.  More  than  half  of  those 
who  enrolled  did  not  graduate. 

Women's  participation  in  the  university  continued  to  be  sporadic, 
tangential,  slightly  eccentric—from  the  viewpoint  of  the  men.  In 
the  first  years  at  Chapel  Hill,  the  women  were  very  much  aware 
that  they  were  there  only  on  sufferance.  They  were  neither 
included  in  the  class  pictures  nor  awarded  their  hard  earned 
diplomas  at  graduation.  Instead,  they  received  them  later  in 
private.  And  if  college  officials  were  so  wary  of  women,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  male  students  should  think  of  them  only  as  a 
closely  watched  experiment.  As  Mary  Graves,  class  of  1906, 
wrote,  women  ran  a  "gauntlet  of  critical  eyes"  wherever  they 
went. 

Gradually,  however,  women  began  to  claim  spaces  for 
themselves  on  campus.  By  the  early  twenties,  they  had 
established  their  competence,  consistently  maintaining  the  highest 
grade-point  average  of  any  group  on  campus  and  winning 
departmental  prizes.  Numbering  approximately  eighty  students, 
they  had  created  basketball  teams,  sororities,  and  a  separate 
governing  system,  headed  by  the  Advisor  to  Women,  Inez 
Koonce  Stacy.  A  significant  body  of  alumnae  existed  who  were 
teachers,    doctors,    lawyers,    club   women,   and    civic    leaders. 
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Nonetheless,  women's  presence  on  campus  remained  marginal, 
in  part  because  the  ladies  lacked  an  official  campus  home;  there 
was  no  women's  dormitory,  and  female  students  lived  scattered 
and  isolated  in  private  homes  and  rooming  houses.  To  the 
students  and  alumnae  the  need  for  a  dormitory  was  clear,  and  in 
1923  they  mounted  an  effective  campaign  under  Stacy's  direction 
to  win  approval  for  the  construction  of  what  would  become 
Spencer  Hall.  When  it  became  clear  that  there  was  a  real 
possibility  that  women  would  succeed  in  this  quest,  opposition 
to  their  presence  on  campus,  unobtrusive  before,  became  active 
and  vocal.  What  came  to  be  knov^m  as  the  Battle  of  Spencer  Hall 
began. 

To  mobilize  opposition.  The  Tar  Heel  published  a  special  edition, 
with  banner  headlines  reading:  "Shall  Coeds  Have  a  Dormitory 
Built  Here?  Representative  Student  Opinion  Says  No."  Calling 
coeducation  "distasteful,"  The  Tar  Heel  editors  charged  that 
women  were  a  "distracting  influence"  and  that  to  admit  more 
"would  turn  the  grand  institution  into  a  semi-effeminate  college." 
Despite  such  vociferous  resistance  from  students,  and  from  some 
alumni  in  the  legislature  who  threatened  to  block  the  university's 
appropriation,  the  women  carried  the  day. 

Spencer  Hall  opened  in  the  fall  of  1925  and  over  the  next  few 
years  the  number  of  women  at  UNC  continued  to  grow  slowly. 
Nevertheless,  by  1929  Stacy  had  begun  to  realize  that  the  "battle" 
had  been  less  decisive  than  she  had  hoped.  With  136  women 
enrolled,  only  seventy-seven  of  them  in  Spencer,  housing  for 
women  still  did  not  begin  to  meet  the  demand. 

Carolina  Coeds:  A  College  Within  a  College,  1930-1963 

Over  the  next  three  decades  the  pattern  of  discrimination,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  of  slow  but  steady  growth,  on  the  other  hand, 
continued;  enrollment  of  women  increased  to  400  by  1940,  then 
jumped  to  nearly  1000  during  the  war  years.  By  1962  the  1900 
coeds  constituted  approximately  twenty-two  percent  of  the 
student  body.  But  change  did  not  come  in  such  a  way  or  to  such 
a  degree  as  to  arouse  intense  reactions,  either  positive  or 
negative.  Women  were  present  but  peripheral,  virtually  a  college 
within  a  college,  at  but  not  really  of  the  university.  Housing, 
admission  standards,  rules  and  regulations,  governing  bodies, 
and  many  extracurricular  activities  for  women  remained  separate 
and  distinct  from  those  for  men.  The  university  remained  a 
man's  institution. 
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When  female  enrollment  passed  400  in  the  late  thirties,  the 
university  finally  reaffirmed  its  commitment  to  coeducation  and 
added  more  dormitories  for  women — Mclver,  Alderman,  and 
Kenan-with  room  for  330.  Sororities,  beginning  in  1923  with  Pi 
Beta  Phi  and  Chi  Omega,  provided  much  needed  housing  for 
other  students.  Until  Alpha  Delta  Pi  came  to  Carolina  in  1939, 
other  national  sororities  refused  to  establish  chapters  because  of 
the  university's  restrictive  admission  policies.  But  by  1952  there 
were  six  national  sororities  in  Chapel  Hill,  and  nearly  sixty 
percent  of  undergraduate  women  were  members. 

Wherever  she  lived,  the  coed's  life  was  hedged  about  with  a 
complex  web  of  rules  governing  closing  hours  and  behavior  and 
administered  by  multiple  layers  of  dormitory  hostesses,  women's 
legislative  and  judicial  councils,  and  the  Dean  of  Women's  office. 
The  Campus  Code  demanded  the  Carolina  student  "conduct 
herself  at  all  times  as  a  lady."  A  dress  code  banned  slacks  or 
shorts  on  campus  until  1967;  even  then  they  were  not  to  be  worn 
in  the  library,  classrooms,  dining  room,  or  South  Building,  where 
the  chancellor  and  other  high  administrators  had  their  offices. 
Scrutiny  extended  to  off-campus  behavior  as  well;  a  woman 
could  not  spend  the  night  in  town  unless  accompanied  by  her 
parents,  nor  visit  a  man's  apartment  unless  there  were  at  least 
three  couples  present. 

The  assumption  behind  the  rules  was  that  women  were  fragile, 
vulnerable  children  who  needed  to  be  protected,  both  from  the 
outside  world—from  sexual  assault  or  other  physical  harm--and 
from  their  own  immaturity.  Of  course,  these  concerns  were  not 
unique  to  the  university  administration.  Parents  insisted  on  such 
rules,  and,  until  the  sixties,  coeds  themselves  actively  participated 
in  making  and  enforcing  them.  Although  this  code  confined  and 
cramped  women  in  many  ways,  it  also  allowed  them  to  create  a 
sphere  in  which  they  could  exercise  a  degree  of  power  that  their 
numbers  would  not  have  warranted  in  the  wider  campus  world. 

In  addition  to  women's  student  govemm.ent,  there  were  other 
opportunities  for  women  to  take  an  active  part  in  campus  life, 
although  they  continued  to  be  primarily  in  new  organizations  for 
women.  The  coeds  established  the  YWCA  and  Alpha  Kappa 
Gamma-later  the  Valkyries,  an  honorary  sorority— and  a 
women's  glee  club.  They  also  infiltrated  the  cultural  and  political 
life  of  the  college,  joining  music  and  drama  groups,  the  political 
clubs,  and  most  significantly  perhaps,  the  Di  and  Phi,  Carolina's 
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traditional  debating  societies.  When  a  new  honorary  society,  The 
Order  of  the  Old  Well,  was  founded  in  the  forties,  women  were 
charter  members. 

Athletics  provided  another  outlet  for  women,  especially  after 
Gladys  Angel  Beard  was  hired  as  athletic  director  in  1932.  Under 
Beard's  direction  physical  education  for  women  gained 
acceptance,  but  it  remained  essentially  separate  from  the  men's 
program,  distinctly  second  class,  and  governed  by  a  philosophy 
that  was  the  antithesis  of  the  competitive  male  model.  This 
philosophy,  reflecting  a  national  consensus,  favored  participation 
and  opposed  intense  intercollegiate  competition.  The  pattern 
would  hold  through  the  sixties,  until  the  federal  government 
mandated  equal  access  to  sports  facilities,  and  varsity  teams  and 
sports  scholarships  became  part  of  women's  athletics  for  the  first 
time. 

During  the  war  years  the  university  actively  sought  to  increase 
its  coed  population  for  the  first  time  since  President  Alderman's 
day.  As  a  result,  female  enrollment  nearly  doubled,  the  position 
of  Advisor  was  upgraded  to  Dean  of  Women,  and  the  American 
Association  of  University  Women  finally  consented  to  recognize 
Carolina.  AAUW  recognition  did  not  mean  that  the  era  of 
second-class  citis^nship  for  women  had  ended.  Throughout  the 
thirties,  forties,  and  fifties,  the  presence  of  women  was  tolerated 
by  many  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  war  years,  acclaimed  by 
few.  As  students,  women  accepted  this  situation  without 
significant  protest,  apparentiy  content  to  pursue  their  own  goals 
within  their  own  sphere. 

By  the  thirties,  college  was  becoming  less  the  exception  than  the 
rule  for  middle-class  women,  and  the  women  attending  more 
closely  reflected  the  expec^tions  of  their  society.  Women  no 
longer  attended  college  primarily  to  prepare  for  a  career;  many 
came  to  find  a  husband—to  get  an  MRS.  degree  was  the  cliche- 
majoring  in  education,  English,  or  sociology  and  pursuing 
teaching  or  social  work  only  until  marriage. 

In  Loco  Parentis  Fini:  1963-1972 

Between  1951  and  1972  the  university  made  several  changes  in 
the  standards  of  admission  for  women.  Although  it  was  never 
the  intent,  these  changes  brought  an  end  to  the  era  of  the 
Carolina  Coed  and  gave  birth  to  that  of  the  Carolina  Woman, 
comparable  at  last  to   the  Carolina   Man,   presumably   fully 
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integrated  into  the  university  and  finally  (numerically)  superior 
as  well.  Programs  initiated  in  the  fifties  began  to  draw  more 
women  to  the  campus.  In  1951  the  School  of  Nursing  admitted 
freshman  women;  three  years  later  the  Schools  of  Medical 
Technology,  Dental  Hygiene,  and  Physical  Therapy  did  the  same. 
Enrollment  of  women  increased  almost  fifty  percent  in  the  later 
fifties,  from  fewer  than  1000  at  the  beginning  of  the  decade  to 
more  than  2000  in  1963.  In  that  year  the  Trustees  voted  to  admit 
freshman  women  to  the  fine  arts  programs;  by  1965  they  had 
extended  freshman  admission  for  women  to  all  other  programs 
as  well.  This  was  still  not  an  unequivocal  endorsement  of  the 
presence  of  women  at  Carolina,  however.  The  familiar  caveat, 
"housing  permitting,"  was  tacked  on,  in  effect  requiring  that 
coeds  meet  higher  academic  standards  than  men  if  they  were  to 
be  awarded  one  of  the  scarce  dormitory  rooms  allocated  to 
women.  Over  the  next  decade  much  of  the  time  and  attention  of 
the  Dean  of  Women's  office  continued  to  be  taken  up  witii  the 
scramble  to  find  space  for  coeds.  Despite  limitations,  enrollment 
increased  inexorably  until,  in  1972,  there  were  approximately 
6500  women  at  Carolina,  comprising  more  than  thirty  percent  of 
the  student  body.  Then,  in  a  culmination  of  many  trends  of  the 
sixties,  under  pressure  by  students  and  parents  and  faced  with 
a  federal  mandate  to  eliminate  sexual  discrimination  as  it  had 
earlier  begun  to  eliminate  that  based  on  race,  the  university 
began  to  admit  women  under  the  same  standards  as  men. 

At  the  same  time,  the  concept  of  in  loco  parentis,  of  the  university 
as  parent,  was  challenged  from  all  sides.  In  this  battle  the 
growing  number  of  women  had  the  full  support  of  male 
students.  While  riots  spread  across  other  American  campuses,  at 
UNC  a  more  peaceful  process  gradually  pushed  and  pulled  the 
university  community  into  accepting  greater  student  autonomy 
as  well  as  an  equality  of  the  sexes  that  was  almost  the  antithesis 
of  the  traditional  attitude  toward  the  Carolina  Coed. 

Four  major  issues  arose  between  1963  and  1972  around  which  the 
students  rallied  in  their  quest  for  equality  and  autonomy.  These 
were  the  "dual  standard,"  that  is  the  separate  men's  and  women's 
courts  and  the  resulting  dual  standards  of  punishment;  "self- 
limiting  hours,"  or  the  replacement  of  set  closing  hours  with  a 
system  that  allowed  women  to  come  and  go  as  they  pleased; 
"visitation,"  a  system  permitting  visiting  In  the  dorm  rooms  of 
the  opposite  sex;  and  the  "junior  apartment  privilege,"  the  repeal 
of  the  requirement  that  women  under  21   live  in  university 
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housing.  Over  all  loomed  the  honor  code  and  the  campus  code 
with  their  emphasis  on  the  responsibility  of  individual  students 
to  police  their  own  behavior  and  that  of  their  peers,  a 
responsibility  that  was  implicitly  denied  by  the  many  rules 
surrounding  the  coeds  and  by  the  power  of  the  office  of  the  Dean 
of  Women. 

Both  by  personal  inclination  and  by  virtue  of  her  position  as 
Dean  of  Women,  Katherine  ("Kitty")  Kennedy  Carmichael,  who 
had  succeeded  Inez  Stacy  in  1946,  was  at  the  forefront  of  the 
resistance  to  changes.  Despite  her  ov^rn  long  experience  as  an 
independent  career  woman,  Carmichael  continued  to  see  women 
as  "small,  fragile  and  precious."  Because  of  this,  she  rigorously 
fulfilled  what  she  took  to  be  her  mandate  from  the  university,  the 
state  of  North  Carolina,  and  especially  the  parents  of  her  "girls": 
to  protect  and  guide  and  to  ensure  that,  individually  and 
collectively,  her  students  did  nothing  to  jeopardize  their  position 
in  an  institution  in  which  they  were  still  a  minority  and,  in  the 
eyes  of  many,  an  anomaly. 

Despite  the  reluctance  of  Dean  Carmichael  and  many  others  on 
campus  and  across  the  state,  the  university  administration  under 
Chancellor  Carlyle  Sitterson  adopted  a  policy  of  gradual  change 
based  on  the  recommendations  of  a  series  of  joint  faculty- 
administration-student  committees.  By  the  early  seventies,  the 
requirement  that  women  live  in  university  housing  was  gone, 
closing  hours  were  gone,  the  dress  code  was  gone,  the  separate 
women's  government  was  gone,  the  walls  of  women's  rules  were 
gone.  Even  the  Dean  of  Women  was  gone;  women  were  on  their 
own. 

Carolina  Women:  A  New  Majority 

With  in  loco  parentis  disccirded  and  much  of  the  structure 
enforcing  it  abandoned,  women  turned  their  attention  to  creating 
a  new  place  for  themselves  in  the  university  community.  In  1968 
the  women's  government  became  the  Association  of  Women 
Students  (AWS)  with  an  emphasis  on  the  role  and  status  of 
women  rather  than  on  rules.  By  the  spring  of  1971,  the  chair  of 
the  AWS  suggested  that  no  further  changes  in  rules  were 
necessary. 

From  outside  the  university  (the  federal  government's  Title  IX 
and  affirmative  action  legislation)  as  well  as  inside  (the  students 
and  female  faculty)  came  demands  for  new  programs  and  an  end 
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to  lingering  manifestations  of  sexual  discrimination.  Female 
varsity  sports  and  sports  scholarships  were  offered  for  the  first 
time.  An  affirmative  action  program  was  established  to  increase 
the  number  of  women  and  minority  faculty  members.  The  lively 
publication  She  and  the  plethora  of  women's  groups  among  both 
students  and  faculty  testified  to  a  "raised  consciousness"  and  a 
female  solidarity  that  typified  the  period.  One  of  the  most 
significant  outcomes  of  this  consciousness  and  solidarity  was  the 
establishment  of  the  women's  studies  program  in  1977. 

History  professor  Joan  Scott  was  the  program's  most  articulate 
and  effective  advocate.  Responding  to  the  charge  that  women's 
studies  was  simply  a  passing  fad  spawned  by  a  political 
movement,  with  no  inherent  academic  merit,  she  argued 
persuasively  that  in  fact  what  "began  as  a  political  movement  had 
become  an  intellectually  legitimate  field  of  inquiry,"  one  that 
raised  new  questions  and  addressed  "issues  of  importance  to 
historians,  sociologists,  economists,  anthropologists  and 
psychologists."  As  such,  she  suggested,  it  was  an  especially 
appropriate  addition  to  a  major  research  university. 

Mary  Turner  Lane,  a  professor  of  education  who  had  been 
deeply  involved  in  many  of  the  rules  committees  in  the  sixties, 
was  selected  as  director.  In  1979,  more  than  300  students  were 
enrolled  in  women's  studies  courses,  and  the  program  graduated 
its  first  major. 

Jane  De  Hart,  historian  and  editor  of  a  major  women's  history 
anthology,  was  chosen  in  1981  as  Lane's  successor.  De  Hart 
strengthened  and  expanded  the  program,  developed  an 
internship  program,  and  encouraged  development  of  new  courses 
on  women  and  gender  studies.  The  program  also  sponsors 
seminars,  lectures,  and  films  that  raise  theoretical  questions  and 
present  new  research  related  to  the  study  of  gender.  Today,  the 
program  reaches  over  800  students  in  thirty-three  courses. 

If  women  students  were  finally  claiming  their  place  in  the 
university  in  the  seventies,  women  as  faculty  still  had  a  long  way 
to  go.  When,  as  undergraduates,  women  were  rapidly 
approaching  fifty  percent,  only  sixteen  percent  of  the  faculty 
were  women;  at  the  level  of  full  professor  just  four  percent  were 
women.  To  address  this  problem,  and  the  allied  one  of 
underrepresentation  of  minorities,  the  university  instituted  an 
affirmative  action  program  in  1973. 
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Women  had  been  members  of  the  faculty  since  the  mici-1920s, 
but  there  was  never  more  than  a  handful  of  them,  and  they  were 
seldom  tenured.  For  instance,  the  History  Department  did  not 
appoint  a  women  to  a  tenure-track  position  until  1965,  when 
Gillian  Cell  was  hired.  In  due  time  Cell  became  the  university's 
first  full-time  affirmative  action  officer  (1981-3),  the  first  woman 
to  chair  the  History  Department  (1983-5),  and,  in  1985,  the  first 
female  Dean  of  the  College  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

As  affirmative  action  officer.  Cell  joined  a  handful  of  women  in 
administration,  where  their  presence  was  even  smaller  than  in 
the  faculty.  Of  the  ten  deans  of  professional  schools,  one~the 
Dean  of  the  School  of  Nursing-was  a  woman.  Of  138  chairs  and 
directors  of  departments,  curricula,  and  programs  in  both  Arts 
and  Sciences  and  Health  Affairs,  less  than  ten  percent  were 
women. 

Much  has  changed  in  the  more  than  twenty-five  years  since  the 
walls  that  kept  women  on  the  margins  of  university  life  began  to 
fall.  Today,  women  constitute  approximately  sixty  percent  of 
undergraduate  students,  fifty-five  percent  of  graduate  students, 
and  thirty-nine  percent  of  those  enrolled  in  the  professional 
schools;  they  receive  thirty-four  percent  of  doctorates  awarded. 
While  numerical  growth  within  the  student  body  has  been 
significant,  at  the  faculty  and  administrative  levels  it  remains 
more  a  matter  of  style  than  of  substance;  twenty-one  percent  of 
the  faculty  is  female,  compared  with  sixteen  and  one-half  percent 
in  1972,  but  among  tenured  faculty,  less  than  thirteen  percent  are 
women.  Nonetheless,  the  Affirmative  Action  Office,  the 
Women's  Studies  Program,  and  faculty  and  student  organizations 
keep  issues  of  gender  before  the  university  community  and  no 
one  today  would  say,  as  the  Daily  Tar  Heel  did  in  1923,  "Women 
Not  Wanted  Here." 

Note:  For  a  fuller  discussion  of  this  history,  see  Pamela  Dean, 
Women  on  the  Hill:  a  Brief  History  of  Women  at  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  (Division  of  Shident  Affairs,  UNC-CH,  1987), 
published  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  the  Katherine 
Kennedy  Carmichael  dormitory  and  available  from  the  Women's 
Studies  Program  and  the  Department  of  University  Housing.  D 
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WOMEN  RESEARCHERS  AND  WOMEN'S 

HISTORY  IN  THE 
SOUTHERN  HISTORICAL  COLLECTION 

by  Richard  Shrader  and  John  White,  Public  Service  Archivists, 

Manuscripts  Department 

University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 

During  the  past  decade  the  Southern  Historical  Collection  has 
experienced  fluctuating  use  of  its  manuscripts  by  women 
researchers  and  by  researchers  working  primarily  on  "women"  as 
the  subject  of  their  research.  However,  as  indicated  by  the 
graphs  below,  an  upward  trend  in  both  categories  developed  late 
in  the  decade. 
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course  nf  the  decade  are  not  represented  on  the  graph.  As 
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The  increase  in  visits  to  the  Southern  Historical  Collection  by 
women  researchers  and  by  researchers  studying  "women"  surely 
was  due  in  part  to  the  increasing  number  of  women  entering  the 
history  profession  in  the  1980s  as  well  as  to  the  encouragement 
of  path  breakers  who  shared  their  talent  and  knowledge  in 
studies  they  published  in  the  1970s  and  earlier. 

As  the  result  of  work  here  as  well  as  elsewhere  during  the  1980s, 
women  researchers  in  the  SHC  added  many  noteworthy 
publications  during  this  decade.  Among  them,  to  note  just  a  few, 
are  Jane  T.  Censer's  North  Carolina  Planters  and  Their  Children, 
1800-1860;  Drew  G.  Faust's  James  Henry  Hammond  and  the  Old 
South:  A  Design  for  Mastery;  Jacquelyn  Hall  (et.al.).  Like  A  Family: 
The  Making  of  a  Southern  Cotton  Mill  World;  Rachel  N.  Klein's 
Unification  of  a  Slave  State:  The  Rise  of  the  Planter  Class  in  the  South 
Carolina  Back  Country,  1760-1808;  Gail  O'Brien's  The  Legal 
Fraternity  and  the  Making  of  a  New  South  Community,  1848-1882; 
and  Maxine  Turner's  Navy  Gray:  A  Story  of  the  Confederate  Navy 
of  the  Chattahoochee  and  Apalachicola  Rivers. 

The  list  of  books  by  historians  visiting  the  Southern  Historical 
Collection  to  study  the  history  of  women  is  equally  impressive. 
A  recent  selection  would  include  Catherine  Clinton's  The  Other 
Civil  War:  American  Women  in  the  Nineteenth  Century;  Elizabeth 
Fox-Genovese's  Within  the  Plantation  Household:  Black  and  White 
Women  of  the  Old  South;  Jean  E.  Friedman's  The  Enclosed  Garden: 
Women  and  Community  in  the  Evangelical  South,  1830-1900;  Dolores 
E.  Janiewski's  Sisterhood  Denied:  Race,  Gender  and  Class  in  a  New 
South  Community;  Sally  G.  McMillen's  Motherhood  in  the  Old 
South:  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Infant  Rearing;  and  Deborah  G. 
White's  Ar'n't  I  a  Woman?  Female  Slaves  in  the  Plantation  South. 

As  indicated  above,  the  dacade  of  the  1980s  was  certainly  a 
productive  one  both  for  women  historians  and  for  the  study  of 
women's  history.  But  the  1990s  promise  to  be  even  more  exciting 
and  successful,  and  our  staff  looks  forward  with  anticipation  to 
assisting  all  researchers  in  these  studies  throughout  the  new 
decade.  n 
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WOMEN'S  HISTORY  IN  SMALLER  RESEARCH 
TRIANGLE  MANUSCRIPT  REPOSITORIES 

by  Richard  Shrader,  Public  Service  Archivist, 

Manuscripts  Department, 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 

When  researchers  visit  the  Research  Triangle,  they  usually  are 
aware  of  the  collections  of  private  papers  housed  in  the  Southern 
Historical  Collection  at  UNC-CH,  the  Duke  University  Special 
Collections  Department  in  Durham,  and  the  North  Carolina 
Division  of  Archives  and  History  in  Raleigh.  Although  these 
repositories  have  large  holdings  of  material  on  w^omen's  history 
(discussed  elsewhere  in  this  issue),  the  Triangle  has  other 
repositories  which  are  often  overlooked  but  which  also  contain 
relevant  documents.  Among  these  are:  the  D.  H.  Hill  Library  at 
North  Carolina  State  University  in  Raleigh,  the  Durham  County 
Library  in  Durham,  and  the  Carlyle  Campbell  Library  at 
Meredith  College  in  Raleigh. 

The  D.  H.  Hill  Library  (North  Carolina  State  University, 
Archives,  Campus  Box  7111,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27695)  houses  official 
university  records,  records  of  student  and  faculty  organizations, 
and  personal  papers,  primarily  of  faculty  and  staff.  Among  the 
library's  manuscripts  pertaining  to  the  activities  of  local  women 
are  the  following  two  collections  of  note: 

Beth  G.  Crabtree  Papers  -  The  papers  of  Ms.  Crabtree  (1916-1990), 
a  Raleigh  historian  and  an  archivist  and  editorial  assistant  (1942- 
1975)  at  the  North  Carolina  Division  of  Archives  and  History, 
consist  of  correspondence,  publications,  writings,  indexes, 
research  files,  photographs,  slides,  and  news  clippings.  The 
papers  reflect  Ms.  Crabtree's  lifelong  interest  in  the  history  of 
Raleigh,  Wake  County,  and  North  Carolina. 

Gertrude  Mary  Cox  Papers  -  The  papers  of  Dr.  Cox  (1900-1978), 
professor  (1940-1960)  and  head  (1940-1949)  of  the  Department  of 
Statistics  at  North  Carolina  State  University,  include 
correspondence,  photographs,  speeches,  articles,  diplomas, 
certificates,  and  other  material  related  to  her  career  in  statistics, 
consulting  work,  travel,  honors  received,  and  the  Cox  Fellowship 
(created  in  her  honor).  Dr.  Cox  founded  the  university's  Institute 
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of  Statistics  in  1944  and  was  instrumental  in  the  formation  of 
Research  Triangle  Institute  in  1959. 

For  information  about  additional  manuscript  holdings  in  the  D. 
H.  Hill  Library,  interested  researchers  need  to  write  or  call 
Maurice  Tolar,  University  Archivist,  (919)  737-2273. 

The  Durham  County  Library  (300  North  Roxboro  St.,  P.O.  Box 
3809,  Durham,  N.C.  27702)  contains  a  small  but  significant 
collection  of  manuscripts  related  to  local  citizens.  Housed  in  the 
Benjamin  E.  Powell  Memorial  Room,  the  library's  manuscript 
holdings  related  to  women's  history  include:  the  Lila  Markham 
Brogden  Papers,  1900-1940;  the  Lena  Stone  Taylor  Papers,  1922- 
1940s;  the  Anne  Cameron  Ruffin  Correspondence,  1881-1907;  and 
the  Gorman  Family  Collection,  various  dates.  In  addition  to 
preserving  the  manuscripts  of  individual  women  the  library  also 
holds  the  following  records  of  local  women's  organizations: 
Miscellaneous  Durham  Women's  Clubs,  1907-1956;  the  Study 
Club,  1923-1980;  the  Up-to-Date  Club,  1896-1984;  the  Martha 
Frank  Garden  Club,  1957-1968;  and  the  Rockwood  Garden  Club, 
1947-1965.  The  library  houses  the  scrapbooks  of  the  United 
Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  1935-1939,  and  the  Parent- 
Teachers  Association  of  Durham,  various  dates. 

Finally,  the  history  of  local  women  is  documented  among  more 
than  1200  photographs  of  the  Photographic  Archives  in  the 
Powell  Room  and  within  the  newspaper  clipping  files  located 
elsewhere  in  the  library.  Interested  researchers  should  write  or 
call  (919)  560-0100,  Anne  Berkley,  the  N.C.  Reference  Librarian  of 
Durham  County  Library,  for  more  information. 

The  Cariyle  Campbell  Library  (Meredith  College,  3800 
Hillsborough  St.,  Raleigh,  NC  27607)  documents  the  history  of 
the  college  from  1890,  when  it  began  as  Baptist  Female 
University.  Preserving  over  5300  linear  feet  of  material  in  all 
formats,  Campbell  Library  holds  institutional  records  as  well  as 
manuscripts  of  individuals  who  contributed  significantly  to  the 
growth  of  this  women's  college.  One  such  collection  is  the 
Richard  Tillman  Vann  Papers.  The  papers  of  Vann,  president  of 
Meredith  from  1900  to  1915,  deal  with  an  important  formative 
period  for  the  college  and  for  women's  higher  education  in  North 
Carolina.  Further  information  about  Campbell  Library's 
manuscripts  holdings  can  be  obtained  by  writing  or  calling 
librarians  Janet  Freeman  or  Edward  Waller,  (919)  829-2830. 
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The  staffs  of  the  above-mentioned  libraries  welcome  all 
researchers  in  women's  history  to  use  their  manuscript  holdings. 
They  hope  that  when  such  visitors  come  into  the  Research 
Triangle,  the  researchers  will  remember  these  smaller  manuscript 
repositories  as  well  as  those  better  known  and  larger  ones. 

There  are  other  local  institutional  archives  as  well  that 
researchers  may  wish  to  keep  in  mind:  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of 
North  Carolina,  St.  Mary's  (Women's)  College,  and  Shaw 
University  among  them.  Summary  information  about  these 
holdings  is  given  in  the  Society  of  North  Carolina  Archivists' 
1987  Archival  and  Manuscript  Repositories  in  North  Carolina:  A 
Directory.  D 
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BREAKING  NEW  GROUND  FOR  SOUTHERN 

WOMEN:   WOMEN'S  HISTORY  SOURCES 

AT  DUKE 

by  Ginny  Daley,  Women's  Studies  Archivist, 
Duke  University 

Duke's  Special  Collections  Department  is  home  to  over  6,000 
manuscript  and  archival  collections,  and  over  150,000  volumes  of 
rare  books,  periodicals,  and  ephemeral  materials,  all  of  which 
serve  to  document  the  range  of  human  experience.  The  holdings 
of  the  Special  Collections  Department  extend  from  ancient  papyri 
to  records  of  modem  advertising  and  are  particularly  strong  in 
Southern  Americana,  British  politics,  Methodist  history,  and 
modem  American  literature.  Women's  materials  are  well- 
represented  among  the  collections  and  provide  a  strong 
foundation  for  research  in  many  aspects  of  women's  history. 

The  recently  formed  Special  Collections  Department  consolidates 
the  former  Manuscript  Department  and  the  Rare  Book  Room 
collections  and  emphasizes  the  interrelatedness  of  manuscripts, 
rare  books,  and  other  formats,  such  as  broadsides,  pamphlets, 
maps,  sound  recordings,  photographs,  and  film.  The  merger 
reflects  the  department's  dynamic  and  progressive  approach  to 
the  preservation  and  access  of  primary  resources  for  research. 

Women's  Studies  Archivist 

Duke  is  fortunate  to  be  one  of  the  few  institutions  in  the  nation 
that  has  a  Women's  Studies  Archivist,  a  professional  devoted 
exclusively  to  building  and  promoting  the  use  of  the  women's 
archival  materials  housed  in  the  Special  Collections  Department. 
The  position  was  established  in  1988  and  is  the  offspring  of 
creative  philanthropy  and  strong  university  backing.  The 
Women's  Studies  Archivist  works  closely  with  the  university's 
ambitious  Women's  Studies  Program  and  the  Duke-UNC  Center 
for  Research  on  Women  to  foster  a  dynamic  environment  for 
women's  and  gender  research.  Our  long-term  purpose  is  to 
develop  a  collection  of  women's  primary  and  unique  materials  at 
Duke  that  will  serve  as  a  national  center  for  research  on  women's 
experiences,  achievements,  and  perspectives. 
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Overview  of  Women's  Materials 

Women's  materials  have  not  been  collected  systematically  at 
Duke  until  recently.  Nevertheless,  an  immense  wealth  of 
women's  primary  source  materials  have  "found  their  way"  into 
the  Special  Collections  holdings. 

With  particular  regard  to  Southern  women's  history,  the  papers 
of  the  Southern  White  genteel  class  of  planters,  land  owners, 
politicians,  and  businessmen  during  the  19th  and  20th  centuries 
dominate  our  holdings.  Many  of  these  family  collections  contain 
the  diaries,  letters,  and  writings  of  the  households'  women. 
Plantation  records  also  document  the  work  lives,  health  care,  and 
family  ties  of  slave  women. 

The  scope  of  20th-century  collections  is  less  aristocratic  and 
includes  personal  papers  of  Black  and  White  working  women, 
teachers,  nurses,  businesswomen,  housewives,  and  social 
reformers  and  activists.  Organizational  records  document 
collective  actions.  Business  records,  such  as  those  of  textile  mills, 
track  White  and  Black  working  class  women's  employment. 

The  rare  book  collection  has  yet  to  be  comprehensively  mined  for 
information  relating  to  Southern  women,  so  consequently  the 
bulk  of  this  article  will  focus  on  manuscript  holdings.  However, 
limited  experience  points  to  potential  pockets  of  information  such 
as  popular  Southern  literature  written  and  read  by  women; 
instructional  books  on  social  customs  such  as  etiquette,  hygiene, 
cookery,  and  spirituality,  and  pamphlets,  yearbooks,  and 
bulletins  from  Southern  women's  schools. 

One  of  the  most  visible  and  immediate  results  of  the  Women's 
Studies  Archivist  position  has  been  the  impact  on  the  access  and 
use  of  the  department's  holdings.  Fundamental  access  to 
women's  materials  has  been  increased  through  improved 
cataloging  that  reflects  the  range  and  complexity  of  contemporary 
research  on  women  and  gender. 

To  boost  the  visibility  of  these  holdings,  we  have  produced 
several  bibliographies  that  reflect  the  strength  and  diversity  of 
our  archival  holdings  relating  to  women.  A  Sampler  of  Women's 
Studies  Resources  gives  short  descriptions  of  over  175  collections 
demonstrating  the  overall  depth  and  breadth  of  women's 
materials.  Retrieving  African  American  Women's  History  contains 
descriptions  of  over  ninety  collections  that  provide 
documentation  of  the  lives  of  Black  women. 
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Subject  bibliographies  focus  on  specific  topics  such  as  Women  and 
Higher  Education,  Women  and  the  Civil  War,  and  Local  Methodist 
Church  History.  History  graduate  intern  Kirsten  Fisher  has  just 
completed  Indians  of  North  America:  A  Guide  to  Sources  on  Native 
Americans  which  lists  both  manuscript  collections  and  rare  books. 
Any  of  these  bibliographies  may  be  obtained  by  contacting  the 
department's  public  services  staff. 

Collection  highlights 

Since  we  published  our  two  major  guides  to  women's  materials, 
we  have  received  several  new  and  significant  collections.  What 
follows  are  descriptions  of  recently  acquired  or  processed 
collections  which  pertain  to  Southern  women's  history. 

One  of  our  newest  acquisitions  is  the  SOUTHEAST  WOMEN'S 
EMPLOYMENT  COALITION  (SWEC)  RECORDS.  SWEC  was 
founded  in  1979  primarily  to  expand  the  limited  employment 
opportunities  for  women  in  the  rural  South.  Through  various 
projects  SWEC  challenged  institutional  discrimination  in 
traditionally  male  blue  collar  occupations  such  as  road 
construction  and  mining.  Conferences  and  workshops  helped 
women  develop  the  skills  necessary  to  control  their  ov^n 
economic  circumstances.  Extensive  research  projects  on 
occupations  such  as  tourism,  health  care,  and  food  service 
resulted  in  various  publications  designed  to  identify  the  needs  of 
Southern  working  women  for  public  policy  makers  and 
legislators.  The  organization  ceased  operation  this  spring,  and 
over  seventy  linear  feet  of  administrative  files,  correspondence, 
project  files,  research  files,  legal  and  financial  records, 
photographs,  and  publications  were  transferred  to  Duke. 

The  SWEC  records  provide  a  more  contemporary  view  of 
Southern  women's  vocational  education  found  in  sister 
collections  such  as  the  AMBER  ARTHUN  WARBURTON 
PAPERS  and  the  ALLIANCE  FOR  GUIDANCE  OF  RURAL 
YOUTH  (AGRY)  RECORDS.  The  AGRY  collection  contains  the 
records  of  its  predecessor  organizations,  the  Virginia  Bureau  of 
Vocations  for  Women  (1914-1919)  and  the  Southern  Women's 
Education  Alliance  (1920-1936),  which  were  led  by  vocational 
guidance  pioneer  Orie  Latham  Hatcher.  These  records  document 
efforts  to  train  college  women  for  "real"  occupations  as  well  as 
the  migration  of  rural  girls  to  the  city  for  work  during  the  1920s. 
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Amber  Warburton  lead  AGRY  (1946-1963)  after  Hatcher's  death. 
The  Warburton  papers  also  contain  vocational  research  on 
workers  in  the  ^sJorth  and  South  during  the  1920s;  training 
unemployed  teachers  in  the  1930s;  migrant  farm  laborers;  the 
Southern  Summer  School  for  Women  Workers  in  Industry;  and 
surveys  of  African  American  households  in  Atlanta  in  the  1930s. 

Three  very  strong  collections  document  the  w^ork  of  African 
American  women  in  North  Carolina  during  the  first  part  of  the 
20th  century:  the  CHARLES  HUNTER  PAPERS,  the  CLYDIE 
FULLWOOD  SCARBOROUGH  PAPERS,  and  the  FANNIE 
ROSSER  PAPERS. 

North  Carolina  educator  and  editor  Charles  Hunter  was 
prominent  in  the  effort  to  provide  better  educational  facilities  for 
Black  students.  His  papers  include  correspondence  with 
numerous  African  American  women  seeking  employment;  one 
letter,  from  Clarisa  Sledge  in  1904,  compares  Sledge's  work  as  a 
domestic  in  New  York  City  with  her  prior  experiences  in  the 
South. 

FANNIE  ROSSER  worked  for  the  North  Carolina  Mutual 
Insurance  Company  in  Durham  and  was  also  a  property  owner. 
Her  papers  reflect  her  acumen  as  a  hard  working  single 
businesswoman  who  managed  her  rental  real  estate,  lent  money 
to  friends  during  the  Depression,  and  provided  financial  advise 
to  family  members  throughout  her  life. 

CLYDIE  SCARBOROUGH  started  the  Scarborough  Nursery 
School  in  Durham,  N.C.,  ca.  1930,  and  managed  it  for  over  fifty 
years.  Her  papers  record  her  work  as  a  surrogate  mother  to  a 
community's  youth.  A  related  collection,  the  MARY  COWPER 
PAPERS,  contain  the  records  of  the  Durham  Nursery  School, 
which  was  the  White  counterpart  to  the  Scarborough  school. 
Cowper  was  instrumental  in  the  operation  of  the  White  school, 
and  she  and  Scarborough  often  crossed  color  lines  to  work 
together  to  create  opportunities  for  working  mothers. 

Contemporary  feminist  activism  is  documented  in  newly 
acquired  and  processed  collections.  We  have  just  received  the 
records  of  the  SOUTHERN  FEMINIST,  a  periodic  newspaper, 
which  was  an  outgrowth  of  the  ERA  movement  and  served  as  a 
communication  tool  for  women's  political  activism  in  the  region, 
ca.  1984-1987. 
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The  MAB  SEGREST  PAPERS  document  tfie  literary  development 
and  political  activism  of  a  Southern  lesbian  feminist.  The  papers 
reflect  Segrest's  w^ork  with  the  southern  literary  journal, /eminan/, 
and  her  political  activities  with  the  North  Carolinians  Against 
Racial  and  Religious  Violence.  (These  papers  have  some 
restrictions;  please  inquire  first.) 

The  feminary  collective  and  other  1960s  and  1970s  women's 
grassroots  organizations  are  also  represented  in  the  BOYTE 
FAMILY  PAPERS,  which  contain  the  notes,  writings,  minutes, 
and  publications  collected  by  Sara  Evans  while  living  in  North 
Carolina.  There  is  also  considerable  information  on  Evans's 
involvement  with  various  student  movement  groups  such  as  the 
New  American  Movement,  the  Democratic  Socialist  Organizing 
Committee,  and  the  Southern  Student  Organizing  Committee. 

The  everyday  lives  of  Southern  women  are  documented  in  many 
of  our  collections.  As  noted  above,  our  extensive  holdings  of 
family  papers  and  plantation  records  contain  information  on  the 
activities  of  the  White  genteel  and  slave  communities  throughout 
the  19th-century  South,  while  more  recent  acquisitions  reflect  the 
common  experiences  of  20th-century  women. 

The  ANNIE  LOIS  NEWKIRK  BLAKELY  PAPERS  contain  over 
thirty  years  of  daily  diary  entries  of  Blakely,  who  was  a  nurse, 
and  correspondence  with  her  two  daughters,  who  wrote  home 
from  college  almost  daily  during  the  1940s.  The  entries  in 
Blakely's  diaries  are  lists  of  activities  rather  than  reflections  on 
life;  events  such  as  the  bombing  of  Pearl  Harbor  receive  equal 
attention  with  her  wearing  nineteen-cent  hose  to  church.  The 
bulk  of  the  materials  span  from  the  Depression  to  the  1970s  and 
are  from  South  and  North  Carolina. 

Similarly,  the  FLORENCE  MOSS  SMITH  PAPERS  is  a  collection 
wherein  the  wife  and  mother  provide  a  hub  for  family 
communication.  Smith's  papers  contain  letters  from  her  student 
years  at  Duke  during  the  1920s  and  1930s;  very  loving  and 
romantic  correspondence  with  her  husband  while  he  is  serving 
in  the  Navy  during  World  War  II;  instructional  letters  to  her 
daughter  at  college  in  the  1960s;  and  correspondence  with  her 
son  serving  in  Vietnam  during  the  1970s. 

The  papers  of  African  American  attorney  THADIOUS  ELLIS 
HARkiS  include  letters  of  his  wife,  Mary.  Though  relatively  few, 
Mary's  letters  to  her  husband  and  her  teenage  daughter  provide 
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a  rare  look  at  the  community  relations  and  activities  of  a 
housewife  in  rural  West  Virginia  during  the  1920s  and  1930s. 

The  MICHAEL  FRANCIS  BLAKE  PHOTOGRAPHS  visually 
document  the  African  American  community  in  Charleston,  S.C, 
from  1912  to  1934.  Blake  was  Charleston's  first,  and  for  many 
years,  only  Black  photographer.  Although  most  of  these  100 
photographs  are  unidentified,  they  provide  a  unique  window 
into  the  material  culture  and  customs  of  this  urban  community. 

The  ELIZABETH  JOHNSON  HARRIS  PAPERS  include  a  lengthy 
memoir  by  Harris  written  in  1923  for  the  benefit  of  her  children. 
The  daughter  of  ex-slaves,  Harris  was  bom  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  in 
1867.  Valuable  as  both  artifact  and  narrative,  the  memoir  traces 
her  youth,  education,  marriage,  and  religious  activities  and 
reflects  the  attitudes  and  values  of  the  community  in  which  she 
was  raised.  Harris  also  had  several  poems  published  in  local 
newspapers,  and  pasted  copies  into  her  memoir. 

One  of  our  more  unusual  collections  is  the  H.  LEE  WATERS 
FILMS  which  provide  rare  visual  documentation  of  small  towns 
throughout  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina  during  the 
Depression.  Waters,  a  local  film  maker  from  Lexington,  N.C., 
travelled  from  town  to  town  filming  local  community  life  in 
order  to  produce  films  which  were  shown  in  local  theaters  along 
with  feature  films.  His  films,  which  involve  over  100  Southern 
towns  (we  have  located  about  fifty),  are  silent  and  focus  on 
groups  of  people-children  in  school  yards,  shift  changes  at 
factories  and  mills,  people  walking  down  Main  streets,  and 
advertising  sequences  of  local  businesses.  Some  of  the  films  were 
made  for  Black  theaters  and  therefore  were  filmed  exclusively  in 
Black  communities.  Otherwise,  the  films  candidly  record  a 
democratic  mix,  racial  and  social,  of  the  communities.  Most  of 
the  films  have  been  transferred  to  video  tapes  and  one  of  the 
more  creative  uses  of  these  films  has  been  to  show  them  to  local 
residents  as  a  trigger  for  oral  history  interviews. 

The  images  of  Southern  women  in  popular  culture  can  be 
examined  in  our  extensive  collections  of  post  cards,  sheet  music, 
and  advertisements.  The  POST  CARD  COLLECTION  spans  from 
the  turn  of  the  century  to  the  present,  and  among  its  10,000  items 
are  a  substantial  number  of  Southern  scenes  and  images  of 
women.  The  SHEET  MUSIC  COLLECTION  contains  over  7,000 
items  from  ca.  1820-1940  with  lyrics  and  graphic  illustrations  ripe 
for  analysis  of  the  development  of  Southern  stereotypes. 
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More  significantly,  Duke  has  recently  become  home  to  the  J. 
WALTER  THOMPSON  COMPANY  ARCHIVES.  J.  Walter 
Thompson  is  the  nation's  oldest  advertising  company,  and  its 
archives  represent  the  largest  and  most  complete  corporate 
records  of  modem  advertising  available  in  any  research 
institution.  An  extensive  collection  of  advertising  proof  sheets 
and  administrative  files  provide  information  on  advertising,  20th- 
century  culture,  the  development  of  radio  and  television,  and 
numerous  other  topics.  Visual  and  textual  materials  are  avenues 
to  the  popular  image  of  "Southem-ness"  and  the  relations  of  race, 
class,  and  gender  within  that  construct.  A  companion  collection, 
the  historic  ADVERTISING  COLLECTION,  features  19th-cenhjry 
handbills,  trade  cards,  and  various  advertising  emphemera. 

For  more  information  about  these  collections  or  other  holdings  of 
archival  or  rare  materials,  please  contact  the  department  directly. 
Catalog  records  for  all  of  our  holdings  are  routinely  submitted  to 
the  National  Union  Catalog  of  Manuscript  Collections  (NUCMC) 
as  well  as  the  national  on-line  databases,  OCLC  and  RLIN.  And 
if  you  are  in  the  area,  most  of  our  collections  have  been  cataloged 
into  the  on-line  catalog  that  is  shared  by  Duke,  UNC-CH,  and 
North  Carolina  State  University  and  can  be  accessed  by  terminals 
at  any  of  these  institutional  libraries  or  via  any  personal 
computer  with  a  modem. 

Collection  Building 

The  growing  interest  in  gender  studies,  social  history,  and 
feminist  theory  over  the  past  twenty  years  has  generated  a 
seemingly  inexhaustible  demand  for  women's  original 
documents.  Building  the  department's  holdings  to  document 
women's  activities,  experiences,  and  relationships  has  become  a 
primary  function  of  the  Women's  Studies  Archivist. 

Collection  development  is  the  most  challenging  aspect  of  the  job, 
since  women's  lives  and  contributions  extend  over  the  full  range 
of  human  experience.  Clearly,  we  cannot  collect  everything  on 
every  woman.  Consequently,  we  are  currently  concentrating  our 
collecting  efforts  in  four  major  areas:  1)  African  American 
women,  2)  Southern  lesbians,  3)  feminist  theory  and  political 
activism,  and  4)  Southern  women  writers.  These  areas  were 
chosen  on  the  basis  of  existing  strengths  and  weaknesses  in  our 
holdings  and  with  consideration  for  current  and  projected 
research  trends  in  women's  studies. 
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Like  most  archival  repositories,  we  rely  heavily  upon  donations 
to  build  our  holdings.  But  this  does  not  mean  we  wait  for 
donors  to  approach  us.  We  try  to  take  a  pro-active  approach  in 
documenting  women's  lives  and  experiences,  and  this  means  that 
we  actively  seek  out  source  materials  that  are  still  in  private 
hands.  Researchers  often  provide  a  critical  link  in  preserving 
these  valuable  resources.  We  ask  you  to  help  us  identify 
individual  women  or  specific  women's  organizations  that  may 
have  materials  with  potential  research  value  in  their  possession. 
If  you  know  of  collections  that  should  be  preserved  and  made 
available  to  researchers,  please  let  us  know . 

Other  Resources  for  Southern  Women's  History  at  Duke 

The  Special  Collections  Department  is  part  of  Perkins  Library,  a 
full  service  research  library  system.  While  the  library's  holdings 
are  developed  in  relation  to  instructional  and  research  interests 
of  Duke  faculty  and  students,  we  work  with  other  libraries  in  the 
immediate  region  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  larger  research 
community.  What  follows  is  a  brief  introduction  to  some  of  the 
materials  and  personnel  within  the  Perkins  Library  System  that 
can  support  research  in  Southern  women's  history. 

Women's  Studies  Bibliographers  Team.  A  team  of  librarians  with 
expertise  in  various  disciplines  and  an  active  interest  in  women's 
studies  is  responsible  for  selecting,  purchasing,  and  maintaining 
the  library's  substantial  collection  of  women's  studies  book, 
periodical,  and  reference  holdings.  Jane  Snyder,  head  of  the 
library's  Reserves  and  Media  Department,  coordinates  the  team. 

Lesbian  studies.  Perkins  Library  is  one  of  the  few  libraries  in  the 
nation  that  has  a  specifically  designated  bibliographer  for  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Studies.  Suzy  Taraba,  a  member  of  both  the  Special 
Collections  staff  and  the  Women's  Studies  Bibliography  Team,  is 
responsible  for  building  a  solid  collection  of  lesbian  and  gay 
materials  for  the  general  circulating  stacks,  periodicals,  and 
microform  holdings.  She  is  invaluable  in  our  efforts  to  increase 
holdings  of  rare  and  archival  material  that  document  lesbian 
culture  in  the  South. 

Microform  Sets.  Like  many  research  libraries,  Perkins  Library 
maintains  microfilm  sets  of  primary  and  rare  source  materials. 
Several  of  these  collections  may  be  useful  in  studying  Southern 
women;  among  them  are  the  SOUTHERN  WOMEN'S  DIARIES, 
SLAVE      NARRATIVES,      RECORDS      OF      ANTE-BELLUM 
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PLANTATIONS,  STATE  SLAVERY  STATUTES,  PROCEEDINGS 
OF  THE  Al^vlERICAN  CONVENTION  FOR  PROMOTING  THE 
ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY,  JANE  ADDAMS  PAPERS, 
WOMEN'S  SUFFRAGE  PAPERS,  and  BLACK  WORKERS  IN 
THE  ERA  OF  THE  GREAT  MIGRATION,  1916-1925. 

The  Microforms  Department  also  has  a  large  collection  of 
Southern  newspapers  on  microfilm.  Over  seventy-five  titles 
predate  the  Civil  War  and  there  are  substantial  runs  of  various 
African  American  newspapers  from  Ga.,  N.C,  and  Va.  Also  the 
TUSKEGEE  INSTITUTE  NEWS  CLIPPING  FILE,  1913-1966,  has 
a  published  guide  with  a  powerful  index  and  a  separate  section 
on  women  which  lists  Black  women's  organizations.  The 
UNDERGROUND  NEWSPAPER  COLLECTION  contains  over 
200  reels  and  spans  from  1966  to  the  present. 

Divinity  School  Library.  Women's  materials  have  been 
consistently  and  abundantly  acquired  throughout  the  years  in 
this  branch  library  where  a  remarkable  wealth  of  secondary 
literature  on  women  and  religion,  particularly  Methodism,  is 
housed.  Harriet  Leonard  is  the  head  reference  librarian  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Women's  Studies  Bibliography  Team. 

University  Archives.  Although  the  University  Archives  are  not 
technically  a  part  of  the  Perkins  Library  System,  they  are 
physically  located  in  the  library.  As  the  official  repository  of 
university  records,  the  Archives  provide  rich  documentation  on 
women  in  higher  education,  since  Duke  was  one  of  the  first 
coordinate  colleges  in  the  South.  University  Archivist  Bill  King 
is  an  excellent  guide  to  the  history  of  women  at  Duke. 

Trent  Collection  on  tiie  History  of  Medicine.  The  Trent 
Collection  is  the  special  collections  department  of  the  Medical 
Center  Library,  an  autonomous  facility.  Manuscript  collections, 
archival  materials,  and  rare  books  document  women's 
contributions  to  the  medical  profession  as  well  as  the  past 
medical  treatment  of  women. 

Documenting  the  extent  and  diversity  of  Southern  women's 
experiences  can  be  quite  challenging.  With  so  much  ground  to 
cover,  we  have  only  begun  to  scratch  the  surface  of  what  needs 
to  be  done,  especially  in  terms  of  collection  development, 
feminist  cataloging,  and  outreach  activities.  We  hope  that  you 
will  join  us  in  this  endeavor  by  using  our  materials  and  by 
pointing  us  to  new  uses  and  new  materials.  n 
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SOME  SOURCES  FOR  WOMEN'S  STUDIES  IN 
THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  STATE  ARCHIVES 

by  George  Stevenson,  Private  Manuscripts  Archivist, 
North  Carolina  State  Archives 

The  North  Carolina  State  Archives,  at  109  East  Jones  Street, 
Raleigh,  N.C,  is  by  far  the  largest  repository  in  the  state.  It 
houses  not  only  roughly  35,000  cubic  feet  of  permanently 
valuable,  non-current  public  records  of  the  state  and  its  one 
hundred  counties,  but  also  nearly  3,000  cubic  feet  of  the  papers 
of  private  persons  and  organizations.  Both  categories  of  source 
material  are  complementary:  the  public  records  almost  invariably 
shed  light  on  private  papers;  private  papers  elucidate  the  public 
record  in  sometimes  remarkable  ways. 

PRIVATE  PAPERS  AND  ORGANIZATION  RECORDS 

Among  the  collections  of  private  papers  are  those  of  individual 
women,  including  legislators,  political  activists,  authors, 
columnists,  philanthropists,  educators,  diarists,  plantation 
mistresses,  and  women  who  merely  overcame  odds  and  made  a 
successful  "go"  of  life.  The  collections  of  records  of  organizations 
in  the  archives  document  several  that  are  expressly  women's 
organizations,  some  that  are  organizations  in  which  women  have 
played  a  leading  role  through  programs  or  through  leadership, 
others  that  are  professional  organizations  (of  architects,  landscape 
architects,  museologists,  and  so  forth)  and  include  considerable 
information  intrinsically  valuable  for  women's  studies. 

Most  of  the  non-record  materials  of  interest  to  women's  studies 
collected  from  1906  to  1976  were  very  briefly  described  in  a 
report  by  Catherine  E.  Thompson  published  in  1977  as  A  Selective 
Guide  to  Women-Related  Records  in  the  North  Carolina  State  Archives 
{77  pages;  price  $3.00).  The  collections  of  private  papers  that 
were  reported  in  Ms.  Thompson's  guide  are  to  be  found  more 
fully  described  in  Guide  to  Private  Manuscript  Collections  in  the 
North  Carolina  State  Archives,  3rd  rev.  ed.  (compiled  and  edited  by 
Barbara  T.  Cain  with  Ellen  Z.  McGrew  and  Charles  E.  Morris; 
1981,  1986;  706  pages;  price  $20.00). 

Both  guides  remain  in  print,  are  readily  available  from  the 
Historical  Publications  Section  of  the  Division  of  Archives  and 
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History,  and  can  be  found  in  many  libraries.  Consequently,  this 
essay  will  concentrate  its  attention  on  the  public  records  as  a 
source  for  women's  studies.  Researchers  should  remember, 
however,  that  useful  collections  of  women's  private  papers  and 
organization  records  have  been  added  since  Ms.  Thompson's 
Selective  Guide  was  published  in  1977.  These  include,  but  are  not 
limited  to,  the  following:  in  the  area  of  letters  and  the  arts 
(including  landscape  design),  the  files  of  Emma  Neal  Morrison 
relating  to  her  tenure  as  president  of  the  Roanoke  Island 
Historical  Association  and  producer  of  The  Lost  Colony  (7  cu.  ft., 
1960-86);  the  papers  of  Bemadette  Hoyle,  author,  journalist,  and 
founder  of  the  North  Carolina  Writer's  Conference  (2.5  cu.  ft,  1945- 
83);  the  correspondence,  travel  diaries,  manuscripts,  and  articles 
of  Charlotte  Hilton  Green,  nature  writer  and  traveler  (3  cu.  ft, 
1918-83);  correspondence  of  Mary  Elizabeth  Williams  Mitchner 
relating  to  garden  design  for  Tryon  Palace  (1  cu.  ft.,  1957-68);  the 
correspondence  of  Mary  Lyde  Hicks  Williams  relating  to 
Borglum's  design  for  the  N.  C.  Confederate  Memorial  at 
Gettysburg  (3  folders,  1927-29);  records  of  the  North  Carolina  Art 
Society  (41  cu.  ft,  1927-77)  and  the  North  Carolina  Museum  of 
Art  Volunteer  Board  (3  cu.  ft.,  1968-1985)  as  well  as  of  the  North 
Carolina  Museums  Council  (10  cu.  ft.,  1963-90),  the  Raleigh  Fine 
Arts  Society  (14  vols.,  1965-84),  and  the  Raleigh  Garden  Club  (2 
boxes,  1932-74).  Papers  and  organization  records  of  a  political 
nature  include  the  as  yet  unappraised  papers  of  N.C. 
Representative  Betty  Hutchinson  Wiser  (about  100  cu.  ft.,  1970- 
90);  the  ERA  correspondence  and  files  of  Helen  Mahlum  (2.5  cu. 
ft.,  1972-85);  personal  and  political  correspondence  of  politician 
and  N.C.  Secretary  of  Administration  Jane  Smith  Patterson  (14  cu. 
ft.,  1960-85);  the  papers  of  Martha  Gash  Boswell,  secretary  for  the 
Southern  division  of  the  Committee  to  Defend  America  (1  box, 
1940^1);  Mrs.  Boswell's  files  on  the  Upper  French  Broad  Defense 
Association  (7  cu.  ft.,  1965-75);  files  of  the  N.C.  International 
Women's  Year  (5  cu.  ft,  1975-78);  records  of  the  N.C.  Committee 
to  End  the  War  in  Indochina  (1  box,  1971-73);  office  files  of  North 
Carolinians  United  for  ERA  (8  cu.  ft.,  1976-83);  papers  of  the 
Women's  Forum  of  N.C.  (2  cu.  ft.,  1976-86);  and  an  additional  ten 
cubic  feet  of  ERA  materials.  From  the  area  of  public  health, 
recent  accessions  have  included  the  records  of  the  N.C.  Nurses' 
Association  (8  cu.  ft,  1903-75),  and  those  of  the  N.C.  Alliance  for 
Health,  Physical  Education,  Recreation  and  Dance  (5  cu.  ft.,  1941- 
88). 
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The  Public  Records 

Of  the  large  body  of  complex  public  records  from  the  executive, 
legislative,  and  judicial  branches  of  state  government  that  are  in 
the  archives,  many  are  immediately  apparent  as  sources  of 
interest  to  people  pursuing  women's  studies.  Characteristic  of 
these  are  the  770  cu.  ft.  of  Social  Services  records  which  include 
child  care,  domestic  relations,  maternal  and  child  health  services, 
birth  control,  and  so  forth.  Similarly,  the  large  group  of  records 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  related  group 
of  the  Board  of  Education  are  direct  sources  of  information  on 
what  is  probably  the  major  field,  historically,  of  women's 
professional  contributions  in  North  Carolina.  The  detailed 
finding  aids  to  such  records  are  readily  available  in  the  archives 
search  room;  they  are  so  extensive  that  they  cannot  be  reduced 
meaningfully  for  such  a  brief  essay  as  this. 

The  remainder  of  these  remarks,  then,  will  discuss  in  an 
illustrative,  rather  than  didactic,  manner  some  of  the  state  and 
county  records  created  during  the  course  of  judicial  and 
petitionary  processes  that  can  be  rewardingly  approached  for 
women's  studies  despite  the  fact  that  neither  tiieir  natures  nor  the 
finding  aids  to  them  make  obvious  their  value  to  women's 
studies.  Examples,  too,  will  be  given  of  ways  to  draw  on  multi- 
level records  in  order  to  study  women  as  heads  of  households. 
First,  however,  researchers  should  be  warned  that  they  will  have 
far  greater  access  to  public  records  of  the  17th,  18th,  and  19th 
centuries  than  they  will  have  to  the  records  of  the  20th  century. 
Practically  every  surviving  record  prior  to  the  revised  state 
constitution  of  1868  is  carefully  preserved,  whereas  only  selected 
records  are  after  that  date.  Moreover,  the  privacy  act  of  1974  and 
similar  modem  legislation  have  closed  a  large  number  of  records 
to  public  scrutiny  without  setting  a  term  to  the  period  during 
which  those  records  must  remain  inaccessible.  Examples  of  such 
indefinitely  confidential  and  privileged  records  are  prisoners' 
records,  juvenile  offenders'  records,  death  case  files  of  capital 
felons,  numerous  of  the  Board  of  Paroles'  commutations  and 
pardons  files,  patients'  hospitalization  records  (such  as  those  of 
the  Eugenics  Board  and  of  Dorothea  Dix  Hospital),  academic 
records  (including  transcripts  of  grades  furnished  when  applying 
for  teacher  certification),  social  workers'  case  files,  and,  latterly, 
any  description  of  adoption  records  except  for  the  final  decree, 
military  service  records  for  20th-century  wars  and  agricultural 
and  population  censuses  taken  less  than  seventy  years  ago.   So 
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long  as  one  wishes  to  undertake  a  quantative  ratlier  than  a 
qualitative  study,  there  are  no  difficulties  to  be  encountered  since 
numerous  statistics  from  these  areas  are  available  in  published 
form.  For  qualitative  studies  it  also  is  sometimes,  but  not  alv^ays, 
possible  to  obtain  access  to  privileged  and  confidential  files  and 
prepare  studies  under  the  aegis  of  the  appropriate  state  agency. 

Women  in  the  judicial  Process.  Judicial  records  are  one  of  the 
richest  indirect  sources  in  the  Archives  for  women's  studies  and 
range  from  the  county  inferior  courts  through  the  superior  courts 
to  the  state  supreme  court.  They  commence  in  the  late  17th  and 
continue  into  the  early  20th  century.  One  may  as  well  admit 
from  the  start  that  those  who  intend  to  mine  this  source  must  be 
prepared  to  invest  a  considerable  amount  of  time  before 
harvesting  specialized  information  from  these  records.  Here  are 
to  be  found  records  of  lawsuits  brought  by  women  as  plaintiffs, 
actions  brought  against  women  as  defendants,  charges  of  felonies 
and  misdemeanors  committed  by  women,  and  records  of  crimes 
of  which  women  were  the  victims.  A  survey  of  the  civil  suits 
entered  on  the  dockets  of  the  New  Hanover  County  inferior  court 
during  the  years  from  1771  to  1776  and  from  1779  to  1781  reveals 
that  thirty-five  civil  suits  were  instituted  by,  and  twenty  civil 
suits  were  instituted  against  women  during  the  same  years. 
Most  of  the  actions  were  brought  in  the  form  of  "trespass  on  the 
case,"  but  others  of  the  actions  were  for  debt,  for  slander,  or  for 
attachment  of  a  debtor's  goods.  One  husband  and  wife  were 
sued  for  an  assault,  and  one  doughty  woman  was  sued  in  an 
action  of  "trespass  with  force  of  arms."  A  survey  of  the  New 
Hanover  County  inferior  court's  criminal  dockets  for  the  years 
from  1808  to  1814  reveal  thirty-seven  charges  against  women- 
most  of  them  for  fornication,  the  next  highest  number  for  keeping 
a  disorderly  house,  then  for  selling  liquor  without  a  license,  and, 
finally,  for  adultery.  One  woman  was  charged  with  receiving 
stolen  goods,  a  second  for  petty  larceny,  and  a  slave  for  hiring 
her  own  time  as  if  she  were  a  free  woman.  Two  felonious 
charges  were  brought  against  women~"assault  and  battery"  and 
"assault  with  intent  to  kill  and  murder."  By  far,  the  majority  of 
these  indictments  were  dismissed,  quashed,  or  nol-prossed  Two 
of  the  defendants  made  their  submission  to  the  court  and  were 
fined.  One  was  found  guilty  of  receiving  stolen  goods  and  was 
pilloried;  another,  convicted  of  an  assault,  was  given  fifteen 
lashes  on  her  bare  back  and  set  in  the  stocks  for  one  hour;  Amy 


54  SPRING 


Women's  Studies  at  the  N.C.  Archives 


McCurdy,  fined  $50  for  her  "assault  with  intent/'  appealed  her 
conviction  to  the  superior  court. 

Naturally,  one  realizes  right  away  that  the  women  involved  in 
the  civil  suits  were  women  of  property  and  credit,  whereas  those 
who  were  defendants  in  the  criminal  proceedings  were  generally 
from  altogether  a  different  milieu.  One  suspects  most  of  the 
latter  in  the  samples  cited  were  women  living  near  the  waterfront 
in  Wilmington  where  they  no  doubt  eked  out  a  living  as  they 
could.  The  fact,  however,  that  eighty  per  cent  of  the  charges 
were  either  dropped  or  led  to  acquittals  makes  one  wonder 
whether  the  women  indicted  at  these  terms  of  court  were  the 
victims  of  an  over-zealous  grand  jury  (or  attorney  general), 
whether  they  were  indicted  as  warnings  to  others,  or  whether  the 
waterfront  at  Wilmington  was  particularly  noisome  on  the  eve  of 
and  during  the  War  of  1812. 

The  superior  court,  to  which  Amy  McCurdy  appealed  her 
conviction,  was  not  only  an  appellate  court,  but  was  also  a  court 
of  original  jurisdiction  both  for  civil  suits  and  serious  felonies. 
For  example,  in  the  1820  Orange  County  superior  court,  Elizabeth 
Crabtree  was  indicted  for  drowning  her  basebom  infant  daughter 
(with  the  "aid  and  comfort"  of  a  slave  named  Henry);  Sally  Paul 
was  indicted  for  choking  to  death  her  basebom  infant  son;  Sarah, 
a  slave,  was  presented  for  delivering  her  child  in  her  master's 
garden  in  the  early  morning  of  December  30,  1819,  and  leaving 
it  to  die  in  the  wintry  cold.  At  the  same  time,  in  a  particularly 
sordid  case.  Doling  Cox  was  indicted  for  beating,  incarcerating, 
starving,  and  force-feeding  liquor  to  his  wife  (with  the  aid  of  an 
unmarried  woman  friend),  thereby  causing  her  death;  William 
McDaniel  was  committed  to  jail  on  suspicion  of  having  murdered 
his  wife,  the  former  Alice  Meacham  (daughter  of  a  middle  class 
farmer  of  Chatham  County  who  was  one  of  those  bringing  the 
accusation  against  McDaniel)  by  abusing  and  beating  her.  Of 
these  various  men  and  women,  neither  the  slave  woman  Sarah 
nor  William  McDaniel  was  formally  indicted,  so  no  case  stood 
against  either.  The  others,  Crabtree,  Paul,  and  Cox,  were  indicted 
for  murder,  and  all  three  were  acquitted  by  their  juries. 

The  records  of  the  county  inferior  and  superior  courts  are  fuller 
for  the  period  preceding  1868  than  they  are  for  succeeding  years, 
but  they  are  almost  never  complete  for  any  given  county,  except, 
perhaps,  at  various  intervals  of  time.  To  have  complete  records 
would  mean  that  the  appearance  (or  indictments),  trial,  minute 
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and  execution  dockets  have  survived  on  both  the  civil  and  the 
criminal  side  together  with  all  the  loose  papers  created  during 
the  course  of  the  action.  The  loose  papers  are  designated  "Civil 
Action  Papers"  and  "Criminal  Action  Papers"  and  may  include 
indictments,  complaints,  bonds,  warrants,  subpoenas,  financial 
accounts  (or  other  similar  documentary  evidence),  writs  of 
execution,  coroners'  inquests,  findings  of  juries  of  women,  and  so 
forth.  Testimony  is  seldom  included  in  the  court  records,  but 
may  sometimes  be  found  in  the  form  of  interrogatories  and 
depositions  in  those  instances  where  testimony  had  to  be 
perpetuated  because  of  the  imminent  death  or  the  absence  of  a 
witness  from  the  venue  of  the  court.  When  an  appeal  is  based 
on  the  admission  of  objectionable  testimony,  such  testimony 
forms  part  of  the  documentation  of  the  appeal. 

Nearly  all  surviving  pre-1868  court  records  received  are 
preserved;  almost  nothing  is  discarded.  After  1868,  however,  the 
principles  laid  down  in  an  earlier  generation  called  for  the 
preservation  only  of  the  court  minutes,  the  judgment  dockets, 
and  those  loose  papers  from  cases  touching  life,  liberty,  and  real 
property.  Consequently,  only  a  smattering  of  modem  superior 
court  records  is  likely  to  be  preserved  for  future  study. 

All  judicial  records  of  the  Supreme  Court,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
preserved  permanently;  none  are  scheduled  for  destruction.  The 
Supreme  Court  files  in  the  archives  commence  in  1800  and 
continue  to  the  year  1939.  Were  one  to  consult  an  edition  of  The 
North  Carolina  Digest  under,  say,  the  entry  "Husband  and  Wife," 
one  would  find  a  digested  report  on  the  cases  relating  to 
marriage  settlements,  wife's  separate  estate,  community  property, 
separation  and  maintenance,  abandonment,  and  so  forth,  that 
were  heard  before  the  Supreme  Court  (and  its  predecessor 
courts)  from  the  year  1778  to  the  date  of  that  particular  edition 
of  the  Digest.  These  records,  consequently,  rate  in  importance 
with  legislation  concerning  the  status  of  women  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina.  While  the  records  of  the  lower  courts  may 
reflect  the  pragmatic  status  of  women  in  the  various  counties  of 
the  state,  the  Supreme  Court  records  will  reflect  their  status  as 
understood  by  the  high  court.  The  North  Carolina  Reports  and  The 
North  Carolina  Digest  ensure  that  this  particular  source  is  available 
in  printed  form  in  many  law  libraries  throughout  the  country. 
An  index  to  plaintiffs  and  defendants  in  original  Supreme  Court 
case  files  in  the  archives  is  available  in  card  form  for  the  years 
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from  1800  to  1909,  on  microfiche  for  the  years  from  1910  to  1929, 
and  by  on-line  computer  retrieval  from  1930  to  1936. 

Women  as  Heads  of  Household.  If  one  were  interested  in 
discovering  the  social  and  economic  background  of  women  who 
were  involved  in  litigation  as  plaintiffs,  defendants,  or  victims,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  consult  other  series  of  public  records. 
These  are  the  same  records  into  which  one  would  look  if  one 
were  investigating  the  subject  of  women  as  single  heads  of 
family.  First  among  these  are  records  of  the  decennial  census. 
Then,  according  to  the  economic  status  of  the  woman,  one  ought 
to  consult  deeds,  records  of  estates  and  wills,  bastardy  bonds, 
and  apprentice  bonds. 

The  archives  has,  in  microfilm  or  in  original  manuscript,  copies 
of  each  of  the  decennial  censuses  taken  by  the  United  States 
Census  Bureau  from  1790  to  1920  (except  for  the  destroyed  1890 
census).  The  censuses  taken  prior  to  1850  report  the  name  of  the 
head  of  the  household  and  enumerate  the  remainder  of  the 
family  by  sex  and  age-group;  from  1850  all  free  persons  in  the 
household  are  reported  by  name,  race,  sex,  and  age.  Despite  the 
lack  of  names  for  family  members  prior  to  1850,  it  is  entirely 
possible  to  trace  the  progress,  say,  of  a  free  black  family  in 
Beaufort  County  headed  by  a  matriarch  from  1790  to  1860. 
Similarly,  though  it  is  easier  after  1850  to  distinguish  women 
who  are  temporarily  heads  of  family  (as  in  the  case  of  brief 
widowhood)  from  those  who  are  permanent  heads,  it  is  possible 
to  make  such  identifications  in  earlier  censuses.  In  the  matter  of 
women  who  are  temporarily  heads  of  famJlies,  it  is  probable  that 
a  careful  study  would  show  a  higher  incidence  of  the  women 
heads  of  households  following  the  American  Revolution,  Civil 
War,  and  World  War  I  than  in  ordinary  times.  For  example,  a 
count  of  families  with  two  or  more  dependents  in  Cleveland 
County  in  1870  reveals  that  15%  were  headed  by  women  (269 
whites  and  53  blacks  out  of  a  total  of  about  2174  families).  A 
similar  count  for  1880  reveals  that  only  10%  of  the  Cleveland 
County  families  with  2  or  more  dependents  were  headed  by 
women  (275  whites  and  58  blacks  out  a  total  of  about  3205 
families).  (These  totals  are  not  reported  as  a  part  of  the  statistical 
analysis  of  the  U.S.  census,  but  have  been  compiled  for  the 
present  purpose.) 

The  probability  that  these  women  were  women  of  property  in 
their  own  right  with  more  than  mere  life  estate  in  their  deceased 
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husband's  property  is  low.  An  estimate  based  on  selected  family 
surnames  within  a  specific  geographical  area  suggests  that  only 
slightly  more  than  four  per  cent  of  the  nearly  76,000  pre-1900 
wills  in  the  archives  were  written  by  women,  and  only  between 
five  and  six  per  cent  of  the  315,000  estates  files  concern  the 
estates  of  women  (though  women,  naturally,  figure  in  a  very 
large  percentage  of  estates  as  v^dows  or  as  heirs).  This  is  not, 
however,  meant  to  disparage  either  wills  or  estates  records  as 
sources  for  women's  studies. 

Most  of  the  wills  and  estates  files  are  lodged  among  the  retired 
records  of  the  individual  counties,  although  there  is  a  central  file 
of  wills,  administrators'  bonds,  and  inventories  of  estates  of 
colonial  period  decedents  in  the  records  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
This  central  file  is  by  no  means  exhaustive,  for  many  of  the 
counties  dating  from  the  colonial  period  include  wills  and  estates 
among  their  pre-Revolutionary  War  records.  The  oldest  North 
Carolina  will  is  that  of  Mary  Fortsen,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in 
the  colony,  who  in  1664  disposed  of  her  land  in  a  deed  to 
become  effective  with  her  death  (in  other  words,  a  deed-will). 
The  wills  of  most,  though  not  all,  women  prior  to  1865  devise 
such  personalty  as  slaves,  money,  articles  of  dress,  furniture,  and 
so  forth,  rather  than  real  property.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  find 
the  legatees  to  be  females  of  the  family  and  selected 
grandchildren,  rather  than  sons.  Similarly,  women  of  wealth 
frequently  emancipated  slaves,  some  of  whom  are  identified  as 
having  been  childhood  nurses  of  the  testatrix.  A  thorough 
analysis  of  the  last  wills  of  testatrices  in  North  Carolina  remains 
desirable.  Unlike  wills,  the  estate  records  of  intestate  women  do 
not  reflect  the  decedent's  intentions,  for  their  property  was 
distributed  according  to  the  rules  of  descent.  Such  estate  records 
are  invaluable,  nonetheless,  in  helping  to  reconstruct  the 
economic  background  of  a  decedent. 

If  the  percentage  of  households  headed  by  women  in  the  state 
prior  to  1900  ran  to  about  ten  per  cent,  and  the  percentage  of 
testatrices  to  about  four  per  cent,  it  is  probably  safe  to  assume 
that  most  women  who  headed  households  neither  left  wills  nor 
died  with  estates  of  sufficient  value  to  be  distributed  among 
heirs.  The  columns  in  census  records  that  report  occupation  and 
property  value  furnish  clues  for  economic  standing  for  the 
households  reported  therein.  They  are  only  clues,  however.  One 
hardly  knows,  for  instance,  what  to  make  of  entries  in  the  1850 
census  of  the  town  Wilmington  that  assigns  a  personal  property 

58  SPRING 


Women's  Studies  at  the  N.C.  Archives 


value  of  $800  to  a  washerwoman  and  $100  to  a  merchant.  Such 
figures  bear  investigation.  Where  the  household  of  a  woman  in 
the  census  appears  to  be  engaged  in  agriculture,  one  can  consult 
the  agricultural  and  (if  appropriate)  slave  schedules  in  order  to 
form  a  clearer  notion  of  the  economic  standing  of  the  family. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  household  of  a  woman  is  consistently 
reported  in  the  population  schedule  of  the  census  as  consisting 
of  laborers,  swampers,  and  so  forth,  that  household  is  unlikely  to 
show  up  in  any  other  census  schedule  except,  perhaps,  the 
mortality  schedule.  Consequently,  the  researcher  must  consult 
other  records  in  order  to  discover  information  about  the  families 
of  propertyless  women.  A  case  in  point  is  the  household  of 
Susan  Williford,  reported  in  the  1850  census  of  Granville  County 
as  including  herself  and  a  mulatto  girl  bom  in  March  of  that 
year.  A  search  of  the  Granville  County  bastardy  and  criminal 
records  reveals  that  Ms.  Williford  had  given  birth  to  one  white 
son,  two  mulatto  sons,  and  four  mulatto  daughters  between  1840 
and  1855.  In  1850  the  grand  jury  of  the  county  found  her 
incapable  of  supporting  the  boys,  and  they  were  apprenticed  to 
different  masters,  as  was  one  of  the  daughters  in  1856.  The  white 
son  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  skilled  trade  of  a  house 
carpenter  and  was  to  be  taught  to  read  and  write.  The  mulatto 
sons  were  apprenticed  to  leam  farming  and  were  not  to  be 
taught  to  read  and  write.  In  1861  her  two  youngest  daughters, 
aged  eight  and  five,  were  seized  by  neighbors  and  taken  to  court 
where  the  girls  were  apprenticed  as  house  servants.  Ms. 
Williford  responded  by  filing  an  affidavit  with  the  court,  setting 
forth  her  distress  at  being  forcibly  separated  from  her  daughters, 
giving  the  court  assurances  of  her  ability  to  support  the  girls  by 
her  own  industry  and  frugality,  and  asking  to  have  her 
daughters  restored  to  her.  A  search  of  the  county  poorhouse 
records  fails  to  indicate  that  she  ever  called  on  the  county  for 
support,  so  her  claim  appears  to  have  been  just.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  poorhouse  records  show  that  a  widow  of  property 
(who  had  received  her  dowry  in  1850)  was  dependent  upon  the 
wardens  of  the  poor  by  1868,  giving  some  standard  by  which  to 
measure  Ms.  Williford's  industry  and  frugality. 

If  one  were  interested  in  the  subject  of  indigent  women,  one 
would  have  available  in  the  archives,  in  addition  to  poorhouse 
records,  records  of  the  wardens  of  the  poor,  pension  applications 
of  widows  of  Confederate  veterans  and  correspondence  relating 
thereto,  and  records  of  the  Confederate  Women's  Home. 
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By  examining  the  census  records  anci  the  various  county  records, 
such  as  marriage,  divorce,  bastardy,  and  apprentice  records, 
deeds,  wills,  estates,  tax  lists,  poorhouse  records,  coroners' 
inquests,  and  so  forth,  it  would  be  quite  feasible  to  put  together 
valid  comparative  studies  of  individual  19th-  and  early  20th- 
century  women  from  various  economic  strata  in  most  of  the 
North  Carolina  counties.  Or,  similar  studies  drawn  from  a  single 
economic  stratum  but  comparing  the  urban  with  the  rural  setting, 
or  comparing  geographic  areas  of  the  state,  would  be  equally 
feasible. 

Women  in  the  Petitionary  Process.  When  women  petitioned 
government  for  redress  of  private  grievances,  practices  probably 
remained  constant:  they  either  signed  the  petitions  or  had  a 
lawyer  or  a  representative  acting  directly  and  personally  for 
them.     When,  however,  they  petitioned  for  redress  of  public  J 

grievances,  examination  of  the  process  would  probably  reveal  j 

emerging  and  shifting  patterns.    The  three  major  sources  for  ' 

petitions  are  the  records  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  records  of 
the  governor,  and  (as  the  Assembly  shared  its  power  with  the  I 

county  courts)  the  county  records.  ' 

The  earliest  women's  petitions  in  the  records  of  the  General 
Assembly  and  of  the  governor  concern  economic  affairs. 
Originally  these  petitions  related  almost  exclusively  to  land  1 

ownership.      Early   18th-century   petitions   to   the   courts,   for  \ 

example,  include  some  for  security  of  title  for  land  held  by  j 

women  from  fathers  or  grandfathers  who  in  turn  had  held  the  i 

land  for  thirty  or  forty  years  without  formal  instruments  of  title.  I 

Beginning  with  the  period  of  the  American  Revolution,  a  sizeable 
number  of  women,  both  "loyalist"  and  "patriot,"  petitioned  the 
governor  and  the  Assembly  for  succor,  for  relief,  for  restitution 
of  property,  or  on  behalf  of  banished  husbands.  Widows  and 
daughters  of  many  Revolutionary  War  Continental  Line  soldiers 
petitioned  for  bounty  lands.  In  addition  to  the  number  of 
petitions  and  letters  from  loyalist  women  to  the  General 
Assembly  and  the  governor  of  North  Carolina,  there  are,  in  the 
"English  Records"  and  "British  Records,"  files  for  thirty  or  so 
North  Carolina  women  who  filed  claims  with  the  British 
government  for  compensation  for  war  losses. 

Of  an  immediate,  personal  nature,  the  petitions  relating  to 
divorce  and  separation  are  probably  more  revelatory  than  any 
other  of  the  18th-  and  19th-century  petitions.    For  the  colonial 
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period  one  occasionally  comes  across  both  marriage  contracts  and 
separation  contracts  as  well  as  the  rare  and  surprising  instances 
of  local  courts  authorizing  a  separation  or  conferring  on  a 
married  woman  the  status  of  a  feme  sole,  or  "free  trader,"  so 
giving  her  authority  over  her  own  property  as  if  she  were  a 
single  woman.  After  the  colonial  period,  the  General  Assembly 
assumed  the  same  power  of  granting  divorces  that  had  been 
exercised  by  the  British  Parliament  and,  from  as  early  as  1783 
until  1835,  considered  a  large  number  of  petitions  for  divorce  (of 
which  few  were  granted)  and  an  equally  large  number  of 
petitions  to  secure  to  her  own  control  the  property  of  a  married 
woman  (of  which  a  high  percentage  was  granted).  Guion  Griffis 
Johnson  counted  266  of  the  former  and  238  of  the  latter  as 
surviving  in  the  records  of  the  Assembly  from  1800  to  1835.  The 
number  of  petitions  surviving  from  1783  to  1800  has  not  been 
determined.  Commencing  in  1814,  divorce  jurisdiction  was 
shared  with  the  superior  courts  in  the  counties;  in  1827  sole 
jurisdiction  was  conferred  on  those  courts  (though  some  petitions 
continued  to  be  addressed  to  the  Assembly  to  the  very  end  of 
1835).  Consequently  there  is  a  period  during  which  all  divorce 
proceedings  are  to  be  found  in  the  Assembly  records,  a  period 
when  there  is  a  concurrent  jurisdiction,  and  a  continuing  period 
from  1835  when  all  divorce  proceedings  are  to  be  found  among 
the  county  records. 

Another  large  body  of  personal  petitions  involving  women, 
though  not  submitted  by  them,  is  petitions  to  legitimate  and  alter 
the  names  of  basebom  children.  The  petitions,  filed  by  the 
fathers  of  the  children,  frequently  name  the  children's  mother, 
sometimes  give  the  background  concerning  the  children's 
begetting,  and  sometimes  make  reference  to  marital  conditions 
and  to  the  wife  of  the  petitioner.  Petitions  to  legitimate  were 
addressed  to  the  General  Assembly  alone  until  1829,  to  both  the 
Assembly  and  the  inferior  and  superior  courts  in  the  counties 
from  1829  to  1835,  and  to  the  courts  alone  after  1835.  A  related 
record,  the  petition  to  alter  the  names  of  children  bom  in 
wedlock,  commonly  was  submitted  by  both  mother  and  father  of 
the  children. 

There  is  probably  a  sensible  pattern  to  be  discovered  in  of  when 
women  signed  petitions  of  a  public  nature  addressed  to  the 
governor  or  to  the  General  Assembly  and  when  they  did  not. 
Apparently  women  did  not,  for  example,  sign  petitions  for  the 
pardon  of  convicted  felons  in  the  19th  century,  even  if  one  of  the 
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considerations  on  which  the  petition  was  based  was  the  suffering 
of  the  wife  and  children  of  the  felon.  Neither  did  they  sign 
petitions  favoring  or  opposing  that  much  debated  late  19th- 
century  issue,  the  fence  law,  nor  join  in  petitions  for  alteration  of 
county  lines  or  for  the  appointment  of  local  officials,  nor  petition 
for  constitutional  conventions.  On  the  other  hand,  women  might 
or  might  not  put  their  signatures  to  petitions  to  prevent  the  sale 
of  liquor  near  selected  churches,  schools,  and  towms;  they 
sometimes  petitioned  for  the  suppression  of  notorious  nuisances 
(such  as  the  Scotch  Fair);  and  one  finds  women  signing  petitions 
concerning  education,  the  creation  of  women's  schools,  and 
incorporation  of  charitable  societies. 

Petitions  filed  in  the  records  of  the  General  Assembly  are  either 
arranged  by  the  kind  of  petition  with  each  session's  records  or 
(before  1790)  filed  v^th  the  bill  to  which  the  petition  gave  rise  or 
filed  with  the  papers  of  the  House  or  Senate  committee  to  which 
they  were  referred  for  consideration.  Petitions  in  the  records  of 
the  various  governors  are  intermingled  with  all  the  other 
communications  received  during  the  administration  in  a  single 
continuous  chronology  for  each  administration  from  the  colonial 
period  through  the  administration  of  Gov.  McLean  (1925-1928); 
after  that  date,  the  records  are  categorized  in  the  manner  of 
modem  office  files.  Petitions  forming  part  of  county  records  are 
categorized  by  nature  of  the  relief  sought,  and  are  filed  as 
divorce  proceedings,  petitions  to  legitimate,  and  so  forth. 

These  illustrations  of  the  use  of  not  immediately  obvious  sources 
for  women's  studies  by  no  means  exhaust  the  possibilities  in  the 
public  records  in  the  archives.  For  instance,  a  researcher 
interested  in  the  life  and  death  of  Ella  Mae  Wiggins  would 
certainly  want  to  consult  the  Supreme  Court  file.  State  vs.  Beal, 
as  well  as  files  on  the  Gastonia  strike  in  the  records  of  Gov. 
Gardner  and  Gov.  Ehringhaus.  Researchers  interested  in  early 
occupations  of  women  ought  to  consult  the  tavern  bonds  in  the 
county  records.  And  so  on.  The  illustrations  in  this  essay  have 
been  offered,  rather,  in  the  hope  of  firing  the  imagination  of 
researchers  when  they  approach  the  public  records  in  the  North 
Carolina  State  Archives.  D 
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SOUTHERN  WOMEN'S  STUDIES  DIRECTORY 

Compiled  by  David  Moltke-H arisen,  Director 

Southern  Historical  Collection, 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill 

Early  in  1991  the  Southern  Association  of  Women  Historians 
mailed  invitations  to  researchers  to  report  their  relevant  pursuits 
in  a  directory  of  "Southern  women's  studies  interests"  and,  at  the 
same  time,  "to  place  [those]. ..interests  in  the  context  of  the  range" 
of  their  engagements  by  filling  out  the  form  provided.  Nearly 
150  individuals  responded.  The  information  they  provided  is 
reported  here. 

The  Southern  Historical  and  Folklife  Collections  of  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill  welcome  this  opportunity  to 
facilitate  communication  about  work  in  progress  among  scholars 
from  different  disciplines  and  with  interests  in  areas  where  we 
seek  to  foster  research.  Clearly,  as  the  response  to  the  invitation 
to  submit  to  this  directory  suggests,  our  users  and  others 
welcome  the  chance  to  communicate  their  own,  and  to  learn  of 
others',  work  in  progress.  Clearly,  too,  they  share  the  conviction 
that  researchers  do  not  know  enough  about  each  others'  related 
interests  and  discoveries.  Subject  and  disciplinary  diversity 
fragments  as  well  as  enriches  Southern  Women's  Studies. 

Ruth  M.  Alexander,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  Colorado  State  U.  - 
Research  Description(s):  "The  'Girl  Problem':  Female  Adolescence 
&  Sex  Delinquency,  1890-1930"  (book);  "The  Social  History  of 
Adolescence  in  America"  (article).  Subject  Interests:  20th-century 
U.S.  history;  history  of  sexuality;  adolescence;  faith  healing;  social 
difference/exclusion/pluralism;  race  relations;  American  women; 
history  of  feminism;  history  of  science/medicine;  welfare  state; 
criminal  justice 

Nancy  Fix  Anderson,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  Loyola  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  Annie  Besant  and  the  dilemmas  of  cross-cultural 
feminism.  Subject  Interests:  Victorian  women;  family  history; 
Indian  women's  movement 

Mary  K.  Anglin,  Asst.  Prof.,  Sociology,  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  - 
Research  Description(s):  "Rediscovering  the  Women  of 
Nineteenth-Century  Appalachia"  (particularly  Western  N.  C); 
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gendered  relations  of  resistance  in  Southern  Appalachia: 
examining  women's  work  cultures  and  oppositional  discourse  in 
the  mica  industry  of  Western  N.  C.  Subject  Interests:  historical 
anthropology;  kinship /class  relations;  regional  culture  of 
Southern  Appalachia;  working  class  women's  history;  ethnicity 
and  race  in  Southern  Appalachia;  political  economy  of  health  care 
(especially  reproductive  health);  political  economy;  analyses  of 
gender/workplace  relations 

Lindsey  Apple,  Prof.,  History,  Georgetown  College  -  Research 
Descnption(s):  a  biography  of  Susan  Clay  Sawitsky,  a  great 
granddaughter  of  Henry  Clay,  whose  poetry  reflects  the  struggle 
of  a  20th-century  woman  with  19th-century  Southern  values. 
Subject  Interests:  Southern  women;  Upper  South  values,  attitudes; 
Clay  family  women;  Southern  male 

Thomas  H.  Appleton,  Jr.,  Managing  Editor,  Kentucky  Historical 
Society  -  Research  Description(s):  continuing  research  on  the 
prohibition  issue  in  Ky.  politics  before  1919.  Subject  Interests: 
temperance;  prohibition;  Progressive  era 

Peter  W.  Bardaglio,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  Goucher  College  - 
Research  Description(s):  families,  sex,  and  the  law  in  the  19th- 
century  South  -  ms.  for  Series  on  Legal  Studies,  UNC  Press;  essay 
on  the  impact  of  the  Civil  War  on  the  gender  socialization  of 
black  and  white  children  in  the  South.  Subject  Interests:  family; 
law;  sexuality;  childhood;  gender  roles 

Mary  M.  Barden,  Unaffiliated,  New  Bern,  N.C.  -  Research 
Description(s):  biography  of  Mary  Bayard  Clarke,  noted  N.C.  poet 
and  journalist,  1850-1886.  Her  family  life  as  daughter  of  wealthy 
planter,  life  in  Cuba  (1855),  San  Antonio  (1856-61);  Civil  War  and 
Reconstruction;  oral  history  project  of  memories  of  life  in  New 
Bern,  N.C,  1900-1960.  Subject  Interests:  family  life;  journalism; 
poetry;  women's  rights;  Civil  War;  Reconstruction;  employment 
of  women;  education;  Republican  politics;  photography 

Peggy  F.  Barlett,  Prof.,  Anthropology,  Emory  U.  -  Research 
Descriptionis):  determinants  of  farm  survival  in  Ga.,  including 
attention  to  changing  marital  models  of  farm  men  and  women  in 
the  Coastal  Plain  region.  Subject  Interests:  agriculture;  agrarian 
transformations;  gender  and  work;  marital  models;  moral 
economy  of  the  family 

Carolyn  Terry  Bashaw,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  LeMoyne  College  - 
Research    Description(s):        "Deans    of    Women    at    Southern 
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Coeducational  Institutions,  1907-1960";  "Julia  F.  Allen,  the 
National  Inter-Collegiate  Christian  Counsel,  and  the  Southern 
Tenant  Farmers'  Union  in  Woodruff  County,  Arkansas,  1938." 
Subject  Interests:  women's  history;  higher  education;  women  and 
professionalization;  Progressivism 

Rosalie  Beck,  Asst.  Prof.,  Religion,  Baylor  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  "Regionalism  and  the  Call  to  Missions:  Evangelical 
Women  Respond  to  the  Call  to  Foreign  Missions,"  "History  of  the 
National  Association  of  Baptist  Professors  of  Religion,"  "Teaching 
Women's  History  in  the  Religion  Curriculum,"  'The  Invisible 
Women:  Texas  Baptist  Women  Between  the  Wars,"  "Women  in 
the  Book  of  Acts:  The  Foremothers  of  the  Christian  Church"  (a 
short  textbook  for  a  basic  survey  of  women  in  Christian  history). 
Subject  Interests:  missiology  and  women;  Southern  women  and 
evangelicalism;  women  in  the  Bible;  teach:  women  in  Christian 
history,  women  in  American  religion 

Deborah  Beckel,  Ph.D.  Candidate,  History,  Emory  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  reformers  in  Wake  County,  N.C.,  1880-1920. 
Subject  Interests:  Populism;  Progressivism;  urban-rural  studies; 
religion  (alternative  terms  include:  New  South,  reform,  town- 
country  studies.  Protestantism) 

Sue  Bridwell  Beckham,  Prof.,  English,  U.  of  Wisconsin-Stout  - 

Research  Description(s):  The  Progressive  Farmer:  gender 
implications;  Southern  tourism  and  souvenirs.  Subject  Interests: 
gender  and  material  culture;  the  family  in  literature;  gender 
representations  in  fine  and  popular  art;  images  of  race,  class,  and 
gender  in  literature;  Southern  popular  culture;  Southern  tourism 

Jane  DuPree  Begos,  Curator,  Dutchess  Co.  Historical  Society, 
Poughkeepsie,  N.Y.  -  Research  Description(s):  "Molly  Elliot 
Seawell:  A  Study  in  Contradiction"  (a  paper  on  this  tum-of-the- 
century,  anti-suffrage  woman  writer);  "Who  Buys  What  for 
Whom:  An  Analysis  of  Purchases  by  Gender  based  on  the  1768 
Adems  Account  Book,  Johnstown,  N.Y."  (a  paper  analyzing  the 
accounts  of  women  and  the  purchases  of  men  for  women  in  this 
extensive  record,  1768-1773).  Subject  Interests:  women's  diaries; 
account  books;  Southern  material  culture;  Southern  women; 
gender  roles  in  colonial  America;  biography 

Kathleen  C.  Berkeley,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  UNC-Wilmington  - 
Research  Description(s):  "In  the  Crucible  of  War  and  Peace:  the 
Female  Experience  During  the  Civil  War-Reconstruction  Era, 
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1860-1880"  (a  synthesis  of  the  existing  literature  that  documents 
the  effects  of  the  War  and  Reconstruction  politics  on  the  female 
sphere).  Subject  Interests:  women's  education  in  the  South;  Black 
education  in  the  post  Civil  War  South;  sexuality-Old  &  New 
South;  Southern  urban  &  ethnic  history 

Emily  Bingham,  Grad.  Student,  History,  UNC-Chapel  Hill  - 
Research  Description(s):  "Intellectual  Life  and  Religious  Identity  in 
the  biography  of  Rachel  Mordecai  Lazarus."  Subject  Interests: 
Southern  women  intellectuals  and  writers;  Southern  middle  class; 
Jews  in  the  South;  feminism  and  Southern  identity 

Sydney  R.  Bland,  Prof.,  History,  James  Madison  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  Susan  Pringle  Frost  and  historic  preservation  in 
Charleston.  Subject  Interests:  woman's  suffrage;  militant  woman 
suffragists;  women  and  historic  preservation;  women  of 
Charleston 

John  B.  Boles,  Prof.,  History,  Rice  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  an 
interpretative  history  of  the  South,  1500-1990;  religion  and  slavery 
in  the  Old  South.  Subject  Interests:  antebellum  Southern  religion; 
slavery;  social  history  of  South;  women  and  religion 

Lena  Boyd-Brown,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  Hampton  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  the  education  of  Black  women  in  the  South,  1925- 
1945.  Subject  Interests:  Black  women;  Black  education;  Black 
colleges;  Black  press;  women's  history;  education  in  the  South; 
higher  education  of  women 

Dorothy  A.  Boyd-Rush,  Dean,  Graduate  School,  James  Madison 
U.  -  Research  Description(s):  free  Blacks  in  Rockingham  Co.  (Va.) 
prior  to  the  Civil  War;  genealogical  extractions /information  from 
the  Rockingham  Register,  1822-1870.  Subject  Interests: 
documentary  editing;  research  techniques 

Janice  Brandon-Falcone,  Special  Appt.,  History,  Northwest 
Missouri  State  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  "The  Gendered 
Construction  of  Community:  An  Examination  of  the  Influence  of 
Women's  Clubs  in  19th-Cenhjry  St.  Joseph,  MO."  Subject  Interests: 
women's  history;  women's  clubs;  Constance  Runcie;  New 
Harmony,  In.;  19th-century  social  reform;  civil  rights  history 

Mary  J.  Bratton,  Prof.,  History,  East  Carolina  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  antebellum  women~as  head  of  household  in  Pitt 
Co.,  N.C.;  comparison  of  pre-  and  post-Civil  War  experiences  of 
women  as  head  of  household  in  Pitt  Co.,  N.C.   Subject  Interests: 
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higher  education  in  the  South  and  the  role  of  women  (late  19th 
&  early  20th  century) 

Shelia  A.  Bumgamer,  Special  Collections  Lib.,  Public  Library  of 
Charlotte  and  Mecklenberg  Co.,  N.C.  -  Research  Description(s): 
biographical  article  of  Annie  Smith  Ross,  the  first  librarian  in 
Charlotte,  N.C,  who  played  an  instrumental  role  in  organizing 
the  N.C.  Library  Association;  organize  the  Jane  Wilkes  Papers: 
collection  of  personal  papers  of  Jane  Wilkes,  founder  of  Good 
Samaritan  Hospital  and  St.  Peters  Hospital,  the  first  hospital  for 
Blacks  in  N.C.  Subject  Interests:  19th/20th-century  Southern 
women  in  the  performing  arts 

Victoria  E.  Bynum,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  Southwest  Texas  State  U. 
-Research  Description(s):  "Unruly  Women:  The  Politics  of  Social 
Control  in  the  North  Carolina  Piedmont,  1845-1865";  the  effects 
of  the  Civil  War  and  Reconstruction  on  divorce  in  N.C.  Subject 
Interests:  Southern  women;  Old  South;  the  Confederacy;  race 
relations;  free  Blacks;  Southern  yeomanry;  N.C. 

Margaret  M.  Caffrey,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  Memphis  State  U.  - 
Research  Description(s):  "Cottonville  and  Southemtown:  An 
Intersection  of  Race,  Class,  and  Gender  in  the  1930's  South"; 
Zora  Neale  Hurston  as  Southern  participant  observer.  Subject 
Interests:  women's  history;  social  science  history;  Southern 
women;  Hortense  Powdermaker;  John  Dollard;  Zora  Neale 
Hurston;  Charles  Johnson;  segregation 

Jo  Ann  Carrigan,  Prof.,  History,  U.  of  Nebraska  -  Research 
Description(s):  editing  a  plantation  wife's  diary,  antebellum 
Southwest  Ar.  (special  interest  in  illness  experience  reflected  in 
diary).  Subject  Interests:  Southern  women,  19th  century; 
health/disease;  U.S.  medicine  and  public  health 

Rosemary  F.  Carroll,  Prof.  &  Chair/Attorney,  History,  Coe 
College  -  Research  Descriptionis):  Lou  Henry  Hoover,  an  lowan  by 
birth;  antebellum  plantation  teachers  who  were  women;  1  have 
published  two  articles  on  this  topic,  specifically  on  one  woman 
who  was  a  Northerner  who  went  South;  1  would  now  like  to 
expand  this  to  other  women,  specifically  Southern  women  who 
served  as  plantation  teachers.  The  legal  status  of  these  women 
is  one  of  my  principal  interests.  Subject  Interests:  antebellum 
women;  plantation  teachers;  biography;  law 

Kathleen  S.  Carter,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  High  Point  College  - 
Research  Descriptionis):  study  of  women,  family,  and  community 

1991  67 


Southern  Research  Report  #3 


change  on  the  Outer  Banks  of  N.C.,  1870-1910  (analysis  of 
manuscript  census  data  along  with  records  of  wills,  marriages, 
and  other  pertinent  sources).  Subject  Interests:  history  of  the 
family;  women's  history;  maritime  communities;  history  of 
fisheries;  history  of  Outer  Banks;  women's  occupational  roles 

Joan  E.  Cashin,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  Rutgers  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  a  biography  of  Varina  Howell  Davis;  a  study  of 
inheritance  patterns  in  planter  families  in  selected  Va.  counties. 
Subject  Interests:  Varina  Howell  Davis;  Jefferson  Davis;  Civil  War; 
Reconstruction;  women's  history;  history  of  the  family;  sex  roles; 
the  Southern  "lady" 

Priscella  Ferguson  Clement,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  Pennsylvania 
State  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  women  and  welfare  in 
Charleston,  1800-1930.  Subject  Interests:  social  welfare  history; 
women's  history;  children;  delinquency;  poverty;  aged 

Catherine  Clinton,  Visiting  Prof.,  Afro-American  Studies, 
Harvard  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  forthcoming  article  on 
African  American  women  and  rape,  continuing  research  on  rape, 
race  and  sexuality  in  19th-century  South  with  emphasis  on 
interracial  sex  and  violence;  finishing  a  volume  on  Fanny  Kemble 
which  includes  biographical  analysis,  excerpts  from  her  eleven 
volumes  of  memoirs  and  feminist  treatment  of  her  life  and  work 
(to  be  published  by  Harvard  U.  Press);  co-editor  and  contributor 
to  HOUSE  DIVIDED:  GENDER  AND  THE  CIVIL  WAR  (to  be 
published  by  Oxford  U.  Press;  coauthor,  Nina  Silber),  articles  on 
"Sex  and  the  Sectional  Conflict"  and  Black  women  during 
Reconstruction.  Subject  Interests:  feminism,  African-American 
history;  Southern  history;  Civil  War  and  Reconstruction;  women's 
history;  slavery 

Betty  Carolyn  Congleton,  Prof.,  History,  East  Carolina  U.  - 
Research  Description(s):  "Edward  Owings  Guerrant  and  the 
Evangelization  of  Southern  Appalachia,  1881-1916";  "The  Roles 
and  Contributions  of  Southern  Women  in  Advancing 
Presbyterian  Missions  in  the  Southern  Appalachian  Mountains." 
Subject  Interests:  mission  schools;  philanthropy;  Southern 
mountain  women;  the  Soul  Winners  Society;  Ebenezer  Mission; 
female  philanthropists 

Florence  Fleming  Corley,  Instructor,  History,  Kennesaw  State 
College  -  Research  Description(s):  "Higher  Education  for  Southern 
Women:  Four  Church-Related  Women's  Colleges  in  Georgia, 
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Agnes  Scott,  Shorter,  Spelman,  and  Wesleyan,  1900-1920"  (Black 
&  White);  "Presbyterian  Leadership  in  the  Quest  for  Higher 
Education  for  Georgia  Women"  (Black  &  White).  Subject  Interests: 
the  South;  Antebellum  &  Progressive  periods;  Georgia;  higher 
education  for  women;  church  history;  Presbyterians;  U.S. 
women's  history;  world-wide,  comparative  women's  history; 
biography;  local  history:  Marietta,  Augusta,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  family 
history;  oral  history 

Janet  L.  Coryell,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  Auburn  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  "Ladies,  Girls  and  Females:  There  Are  No  Women 
In  The  South"  (on  rhetoric  used  in  South  regarding  women  - 
long-term  project);  antebellum  women  in  Border  States.  Subject 
Interests:  biography;  Border  States;  rhetoric  and  language 

Jerry  Gotten,  Photo.  Archivist,  Library  Photo  Serv.,  UNC-Chapel 
Hill  -  Research  Description(s):  Bayard  Wootten,  N.C.  photographer. 
Subject  Interests:   historical  photography;  Bayard  Wootten;  N.C. 

Virginia  G.  Crane,  Prof.,  History,  U.  of  Wisconsin-Oshkosh  - 
Research  Description(s):  "The  Lynches  of  South  Carolina: 
Traditional  Elite  and  the  New  Family  History";  "Elizabeth 
Hamilton  vs.  James  Hamilton:  Gender  and  Property  in  the  South 
Carolina  Court  of  Equity,  1843."  Subject  Interests:  planters' 
wives;  Civil  War;  antebellum  slavery;  Nullification;  19th-century 
S.C. 

Ruth  Crocker,  Asst.  Prof. /Chair,  Women's  Studies,  History, 
Auburn  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  "Gender  and  the 
Professionalisation  of  Social  Work,  1890-1930";  "From  Private 
Philanthropy  to  Foundations  and  Public  Policy:  the  letters  of 
Margaret  Olivia  Sage."  Subject  Interests:  charity;  welfare;  poorlaw; 
social  settlements;  Progressive-era  reform;  Black  and  White 
women  as  clients  and  professionals  in  social  welfare; 
philanthropy;  teaching:  U.S.;  contemporary  (i.e.  world  events); 
U.S.  women's;  Progressive  era 

Jeffrey  J.  Crow,  Admin.,  Historical  Publications  Section,  N.C. 
Div.  of  Archives  &  History  -  Research  Description s):  "Contours  of 
Black  Life  in  North  Carolina,  1900-1945";  Editor  in  chief.  North 
Carolina  Historical  Review  Quly,  1991),  special  women's  history 
issue.  Subject  Interests:  N.C;  American  Revolution;  New  South; 
Afro-American;  South;  Colonial  era;  Progressive  era 

Jayne  Grumpier  DeFiore,  Asst.  Editor,  Correspondence  of  James  K. 
Polk,  U.  of  Tennessee-Knoxville  -  Research  Description(s):  "From 
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Intolerance  to  Indiference:  100  Years  of  Women  in  Medicine, 
1830-1930";  proposal  to  teach  Tn.  history  on  audiocassettes  (am 
currently  teaching  correspondence  course  of  Tn.  history).  Subject 
Interests:  women's  history;  history  of  medicine;  history  of  the 
South;  women  physicians;  Tn.  history;  medical  history;  Southern 
history;  women  doctors 

Dorothy  D.  DeMoss,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  Texas  Woman's  U.  - 
Research  Description(s):  'Texas  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs, 
1930-1950";  Short  biography  of  Constance  Beach,  woman 
educator;  short  biography  of  Cordye  Hall,  Tx.  peace  activist. 
Subject  Interests:  Southern  woman  educators,  1900-1960;  Southern 
women's  clubs,  1930-1950;  Southern  women  peace  activists 

Mary  Sudman  Donovan,  Lecturer,  History,  U.  of  Arkansas-Little 
Rock  -Research  Description(s):  "Women  in  the  Episcopal  Church, 
1920-1990";  "Churchwomen  and  the  Little  Rock  Crisis,  1957-60." 
Subject  Interests:  church  women;  Black  women;  Episcopal 
Church;  women's  ordination  to  priesthood;  modem  U.S.  social 
history 

Lynn  K.  Dunn,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  Winthrop  College  -  Research 
Description(s):  the  history  of  women  and  the  U.S.  Navy.  Subject 
Interests:  U.S.  women's  history;  military  women;  women  and  war 

Jane  Dysart,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  U.  of  West  Florida  -  Research 
Description(s):  mixed  blood  Creeks,  1790-1830;  Creek  women, 
1790-1830.  Subject  Interests:  Native  Americans;  Creeks;  mixed 
bloods;  Creek  women;  social /cultural  change 

Laura  F.  Edwards,  Admin.  Asst.,  Family  &  Community  History 
Ctr.,  Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  II.  -  Research  Description(s): 
"Reconstruction's  Achilles'  Heel:  Gender  and  Politics  in  Granville 
Co.,  N.C.";  "Women  in  Public  and  the  Men  who  Feared  Them: 
African-American  and  Poor  White  Women  and  Reconstruction 
Politics,  Granville  Co.,  N.C.";  Subject  Interests:  Reconstruction; 
gender  roles;  gender  identities;  Southern  women;  race  relations; 
class  relations 

Elizabeth  York  Enstam,  Independent  Scholar,   Dallas,  Tx.   - 

Research  Description(s):  completion  of  Toward  A.  Wider  World:  A 
History  of  Women  in  Dallas,  1843-1920;  "Heroes  One  and  All:  The 
Men  Who  Worked  for  Woman  Suffrage  in  Texas."  Subject 
Interests:  women's  history;  urban  history;  regional  &  state,  spec. 
Texas  &  the  Texas  "Mythos";  woman  suffrage,  esp.  local  societies 
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&  their  relationships  with  local  communities;  voluntary 
associations  &  gender 

Doris  B.  Fisher,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  Clayton  State  College  - 
Research  Description(s):  Creek  Englishwoman:  The  Life  and  Times  of 
Mary  Musgrove  (revision  of  dissertation  for  publication);  script  for 
inaugural  show  of  the  Fembank  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
Atlanta.  (Entitled  "Seeds  of  Change,"  this  research  involves  the 
impact  of  Europeans  on  Native  Americans  in  Southeast);  articles 
on  Southern  Indians  for  the  Encyclopedia  of  Colonial  YJars,  ed.  Alan 
Gallay.  Subject  Interests:  Creek  Indians  in  colonial  period; 
women  in  prehistoric  North  America;  Southeastern  demography 
after  European  contact 

Wayne  Flynt,  Prof.,  History,  Auburn  U.  -  Research  Description(s): 
biography  of  Pattie  Ruffner  Jacobs;  biographies  of  Al. 
missionaries  (many  female)  who  served  in  China;  textbook,  Al. 
history  (college  level).  Subject  Interests:  woman  suffrage;  woman 
suffrage  in  the  South;  Southern  female  novelists;  women  writers; 
religion  and  women;  Southern  female  evangelicals 

Nancy  Forderhase,  Prof.,  History,  Eastern  Kentucky  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  women  reformers  and  the  coal  camps, 
Appalachian  Ky.;  women  missionaries:  Berea  College  connection; 
settlement  schools  in  Eastern  Ky.  Subject  Interests:  women's 
history;  women  reformers  in  Appal.;  Progressive  era  women 
reforms;  women  in  missionary  fields;  urban  history 

Gary  R.  Freeze,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  Erskine  College  -  Research 
Description(s):  revision  and  publication  of  dissertation  on 
"Paternalism  in  the  Odell  Cotton  Mills  of  Gilded  Age  North 
Carolina."  (Includes  gender  in  elaborating  a  theory  about  the 
origins  of  paternalism).  "A  social  history  of  Catawba  County, 
North  Carolina"  (with  an  emphasis  on  German  ethnicity).  Subject 
Interests:  New  South  cotton  mills;  gender  and  industrialization; 
paternalism;  religion;  Germans 

Veronica  D.  Gerald,  Prof.,  English,  U.  of  S.C.-Coastal  Carolina 
College  -  Research  Description(s):  "Genevieve  Chandler:  Perserver 
of  a  Culture"  (project  is  designed  to  examine  the  life  and  times 
of  a  white  woman  who  recorded  the  history  and  culture  of  ex- 
slaves  and  their  descendants  in  the  Waccamaw  Neck  in  the  S.C. 
Lowcountry);  Green  Thursday:  Folklore  in  the  Novels  of  Julia  Peterkin 
(project  is  designed  to  examine  the  quality  of  the  folklore 
collected  by  Julia  Peterkin,  a  white  mistress  on  a  plantation 
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staffed  by  over  400  Gullah  descendants  in  S.C.).  Subject  Interests: 
Southern  women  writers;  S.C.  women  writers;  Gullah  women  of 
the  S.C.  lowcountry;  African  American  women;  folklore, 
practices,  beliefs;  women  as  interviewers 

Joanna  B.  Gillespie,  Affiliated  Scholar,  Pembroke  Center  for 
Research  on  Women,  Brown  U.  -  Research  Descnption(s):  the  life 
and  times  of  Martha  Laurens  Ramsey,  1759-1811,  Charleston, 
S.C;  20th-century  women,  congregations  and  change  (book  in 
progress  based  on  interviews  in  4  Episcopal  Churches,  1  in  New 
England,  1  in  Deep  South,  1  in  Plains  [Midwest],  1  in  Far 
Northwest).  Subject  Interests:  women's  religious  history; 
biography;  women's  diaries;  18th/19th-century  popular  religious 
literature;  early  nationhood  families 

Glenda  Elizabeth  Gilmore,  Ph.D.  Candidate,  History,  UNC- 
Chapel  Hill  -  Research  Description(s):  "Gender  and  Jim  Crow: 
Black  Women  and  the  Politics  of  White  Supremacy  in  North 
Carolina,  1895-1922";  women,  state  formation,  and  social  service 
in  Atlanta  during  the  Progressive  era.  Subject  Interests:  African 
American  women;  gendered  analysis  of  race  relations;  Southern 
White  women;  Progressive  era;  intersection  of  social  and  political 
history 

Anita  S.  Goodstein,  Prof.,  History,  U.  of  the  South  -  Research 
Description(s):  women  and  the  municipal  elections  of  1919  in  Tn.; 
feminism  and  Southern  women:  1870-1930.  Subject  Interests: 
women's  history  in  the  U.S.;  feminist  ideology;  women's 
biography;  U.S.  intellectual  history;  U.S.  social  history 

Joan  Gundersen,  Prof.,  History,  California  State  U.-San  Marcos, 
Research  Description(s):  history  of  women  in  the  Episcopal 
tradition,  1607-present;  finish  book  on  women,  1740-1790,  in  U.S. 
Subject  Interests:  women's  history  -  U.S.;  Virginia  history; 
Constitutional  history;  early  America;  Episcopal  history 

Jacquelyn  D.  Hall,  Julia  Cherry  Spruill  Prof.,  History,  UNC- 
Chapel  Hill  -  Research  Description(s):  Atlanta  during  the 
Progressive  era;  biography  of  Katharine  DuPre  Lumpkin;  women 
in  the  "New  South."  Subject  Interests:  working-class  women; 
class,  race,  and  gender;  women  writers;  reform;  labor  history; 
race  relations;  biography;  oral  history 

Nancy  A.  Hardesty,  Independent  Scholar,  Philosophy  and 
Religion,  Clemson  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  Sally  Chapin  and 
the  W.C.T.U.  in  S.C.     Subject  Interests:     women  in  religion; 
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W.C.T.U.  in  South;  Southern  women;  Southern  religion; 
fundamentalism;  Holiness-Pentecostalism 

Wanda  A.  Hendricks,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  UNC-Charlotte  - 
Research  Description(s):  the  role  of  African  American  women  and 
men  in  the  Civil  Rights  Movement  in  Charlotte,  N.C.  Subject 
Interests:  African  American  women's  history;  African  American 
women's  political  history;  social  movements 

Nancy  A.  Hewitt,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  U.  of  South  Florida  - 
Research  Description(s):  "Material  and  Moral  Terrains:  Anglo, 
Black,  and  Latin  Women  in  the  Formation  of  a  New  South  City" 
(under  contract  with  U.  of  Illinois  Press);  "Breaking  the  Bonds: 
Women  in  Antebellum  America"  (for  Twayne  Series  in  Women's 
History).  Subject  Interests:  antebellum  era;  Progressive  era; 
woman's  rights;  women's  activism;  women  &  work;  sex,  class 
and  race  (SCAR);  borderlands  studies;  feminist  theory 

Carolina  M.  Hickman,  Ph.D.  Candidate,  Art  History,  UNC- 
Chapel  Hill  -  Research  Description(s):  Clare  Leighton  and  the 
Southern  Agrarian  Tradition  (wood  engravings  and  writing  about 
the  South,  1939-1950);  Mary  Harvey  Tannahill  (1863-1951),  N.C. 
painter,  printmaker  and  miniaturist.  Subject  Interests:  Clare 
Leighton;  N.C.  women  artists,  1880-1950;  Southern  women  artists; 
Bayard  Wootten  (N.C.  photographer) 

Patricia  Evridge  Hill,  Asst.  Prof.,  History  and  Political  Science, 
Lander  College  -  Research  Description(s):  "Origins  of  Modem 
Dallas"~a  social  history  of  Dallas  from  the  city's  founding  in  1841 
to  the  WWII  era.  (Includes  material  on  Progressive  era  women's 
clubs  as  vehicles  for  reform  and  on  militant  ILGWU  strikers  in 
the  1930s.)  Subject  Interests:  social  history;  working-class  women; 
Southern/Southwestern  women;  women  and  social  change; 
women's  history;  urban  history;  women  as  reformers;  garment 
workers/dressmakers 

Kathleen  C.  Hilton,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  Pembroke  State  U.  - 
Research  Description(s):  U.S.D.A.  home  demonstration  work  in  the 
rural  South,  1910-1930;  4-H  Clubs  and  social  feminism.  Subject 
Interests:  socialization  of  children;  social  feminism;  Progressive 
era  social  reform;  female  socialization  patterns 

Kathy  Hoke,  Grad.  Student,  History,  UNC-Greensboro  -  Research 
Description(s):  sterilization  and  public  health  birth  control  in  N.C. 
Subject  Interests:    fertility  politics;  sexuality;  sterilization;  public 
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health;  children,  history  of;  reproductive  rights  and  abuses; 
eugenics;  birth  control;  medical  history 

Harriet  V.  Holmes,  Lecturer,  English,  Yale  U.  -  Research 
DescripHon(s):  "A  Thirsting  After  Knowledge:  Why  Women  Chose 
the  Baptist  Female  University"  (Raleigh,  N.C.);  "R-  T.  Varm  and 
the  Founding  of  the  Baptist  Female  University."  Research 
Interests:  educational  standards.  Southeastern  U.S.  v^omen's 
colleges,  1900-1905;  perceptions  of  frailty  in  college  women,  turn 
of  the  century  (1895-1905) 

Betty  S.  Huehls,  Instructor,  History,  Tennessee  Technological  U.  - 
Research    Description(s):      "Sue   Shelton   White,    A   Tennessee 
Politician";  "Women  in  Tennessee."    Subject  Interests:    Southern 
women;  Tennessee  women;  local  history;  oral  history 

Tera  Hunter,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  UNC-Chapel  Hill  -  Research 
Description(s):  Afro-American  women  household  workers,  urban 
South.  Subject  Interests:  South;  labor-working-class;  Afro- 
Americans;  women;  Atlanta-urban 

Elizabeth  L.  Ihle,  Prof,  and  Affirmative  Action  Officer,  Sec.  Ed. 
&  Lib.  Science,  James  Madison  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  Black 
Women's  Higher  Education  in  America:  An  Anthology  (N.Y.:  Garland 
Press,  1991);  'The  Teacher  Salary  Equalization  Movement  in  the 
South,  1940-1950"  (research  in  progress).  Subject  Interests: 
Southern  women's  education;  affirmative  action;  Mary  Mumford; 
Black  women's  education;  teacher  salary  equalization 

Thelma  Jennings,  Retired  Prof.,  History,  Middle  Tennessee  State 
U.  -  Research  Description(s):  manuscript  on  the  perspective  of 
African  American  slave  women  of  the  slave  experience.  Subject 
Interests:  African  American  slave  women;  Old  South 

Jerra  Jenrette,  Ph.D.  Candidate/Teaching  Asst.,  History,  West 
Virginia  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  the  textile  industry  in  W. 
V.'s  eastern  panhandle;  unionization  efforts  in  the  upper  South. 
Subject  Interests:  women;  unions;  textiles;  labor;  religion;  19th  and 
20th  century 

Vicki  Vaughn  Johnson,  Unaffiliated,  Kirkwood,  Mo.  -  Research 
Description(s):  Southern  commercial  conventions,  1845-1871; 
Southern  commercial  associations,  1865-1880.  Subject  Interests: 
late  antebellum  Southern  economy;  postwar  19th-century 
Southern  business  history;  Reconstruction  culture;  elite 
profiles/history;  group  biographies 
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Lu  Ann  Jones,  Researcher,  Div.  of  Agriculture  &  Natural 
Resources,  Museum  of  American  History,  Smithsonian  -  Research 
Description(s):  "An  Oral  History  of  Southern  Agriculture."  Subject 
Interests:  ariculture;  material  culture;  women's  history 

Marjoleine  Kars,  Grad.  Student,  History,  Duke  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  dissertation  on  radical  protestants,  rebellion  and 
sexuality  in  N.C.,  1750-1800.  Subject  Interests:  women/gender; 
sexuality;  American   Revolution;  radical  religion;  N.C. 

Cynthia  A.  Kiemer,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  UNC-Charlotte  - 
Research  Description(s):  a  study  of  elite  White  women  in  the  18th- 
century  South;  Southern  women  during  the  American  Revolution. 
Subject  Interests:  colonial  America;  Revolutionary  America;  early 
republic;  women;  elite  culture 

Robanna  Sumrell  Knott,  Lecturer,  English,  North  Carolina  State 
U.  -  Research  Description(s):  Harriett  Jacobs,  author  of  Incidents  in 
the  Life  of  a  Slave  Girl  (1861).  Subject  Interests:  19th-century 
women  authors;  Boston-NY-England  abolitionist  connection; 
antebellum  Northeastern  N.C;  discourse  community;  community 
of  women;  women's  biography/autobiography 

Mary  Kratt,  Grad.  Shident/Writer,  English,  UNC-Charlotte  - 
Research  Description(s):  short  book  on  Southern  country  preacher's 
wife  (1871-1958)  in  S.C.,  N.C,  Va.;  book  of  prose  and  poems 
based  on  letters,  journals  of  (1838-1929)  focusing  on  women's 
N.C.  &  S.C  women's  lives.  (My  book  relating  to  this.  The  Only 
Thing  I  Fear,  will  be  published  in  June  by  Carolina  Wren  Press.) 
Subject  Interests:  women  of  piedmont  Carolinas;  women's 
literature  of  the  Carolinas;  female  mill  workers;  planters'  or 
farmers'  wives 

Donna  Krug,  Asst.  Prof.,  History  &  International  Studies, 
Virginia  State  U.  -  Research  Descnption(s):  The  Folks  Back  Home: 
The  Confederate  Homefront  During  the  Civil  War  (book,  U.S.C  Press, 
study  of  honor,  gender,  families,  and  the  effects  of  the  Civil 
War);  "The  Enemy  at  the  Door:  Sherman's  March  and  a  Crisis  of 
Honor"  (essay  for  inclusion  in  Gender  and  the  Civil  War  -title  may 
be  changed  but  focuses  on  crisis  to  male  gender  roles).  Subject 
Interests:  women  in  U.S.  history;  family  in  U.S.  history;  Civil  War; 
gender;  honor 
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Jon  Kukla,  Curator  of  Collections,  Research  Center,  Historic  New 
Orleans  Collection  -  Research  Description(s):  "Recipes  and  Rights" 
(part  of  which  deals  with  intergenerational  transmission  of 
culture  among  Va.  and  Southern  women  as  documented  by 
manuscript  cookbooks);  Susie  May  Ames  (1888-1969)  for  Sandra 
Gioia  Treadway  et  al.,  eds..  Dictionary  of  Virginia  Biography  (Va. 
State  Library  and  Archives).  Subject  Interests:  colonial  period; 
intellectual  history;  Southern  cultural  history;  historiography 

Sandra  Kurtinitis,  Dean  of  Academic  Affairs,  Berkshire 
Community  College  -  Research  Description(s):  an  annotated 
edition  of  the  letters  of  Sally  Alston  Mangum,  Leach:  the  life  of 
Sally  Leach,  daughter  of  Willie  P.  Mangum,  from  1824-1896 
(N.C.).  Subject  Interests:  the  plantation  mistress;  gender  studies- 
19th-century  roles;  Southern  history;  the  Reconstruction 
plantation;  Southern  women  after  the  war;  political  planter 
families  in  N.C.;  the  spinster  as  plantation  mistress 

Roger  Lambert,  Prof. /Chair,  History,  Arkansas  State  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  "Elsie  Dawson  Confronts  the  Twentieth  Century," 
work  with  sixty  years  of  diary  and  many  hours  of  oral  interview. 
Subject  Interests:  rural/agricultural/social 

Suzanne  Lebsock,  Prof.,  History,  Rutgers  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  the  Lunenburg  (Va.)  murder  of  1895;  White 
supremacy  and  woman  suffrage:  a  Va.  case  study.  Subject 
Interests:  Southern  women;  race;  politics;  public  life 

Jean  B.  Lee,  Senior  Research  Fellow,  Office  of  the  Provost, 
College  of  William  and  Mary  -  Research  Description(s):  slavery  at 
Mount  Vernon  Plantation;  the  American  Revolution  in  Charles 
Co.,  Md.,  1750-1800.  Subject  Interests:  American  Revolution; 
Chesapeake;  women's  history;  Afro-American  history 

James  Leioudis,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  UNC-Chapel  Hill  -  Research 
Descriptionis):  "Schooling  the  New  South:  Pedagogy,  Self,  and 
Society  in  North  Carolina,  1880-1920";  "Universities  and 
American  Society  since  World  War  II."  Subject  Interests: 
education;  feminization  of  teaching;  public  health;  labor;  gender 
and  work;  higher  education;  socialization  of  children 

Valeria  Gennaro  Lerda,  Assoc.  Prof.,  Modem  History,  U.  of 
Genoa  -  Research  Description(s):  the  role  of  women  in  the  reform 
movement  of  the  Progressive  era  in  the  South;  social  reforms  in 
the  South  (1880s-1920s).    Subject  Interests:  Southern  progressive 
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reforms;  Southern  culture;  Southern  society;  post-bellum  South; 
Southern  populism 

Kent  A.  Leslie,  Fellow  -  Institute  for  Women's  Studies,  Emory  U. 
-  Research  Description(s):  "A  Myth  of  the  Southern  Lady:  Pro- 
slavery  Rhetoric  and  the  Proper  Place  of  Woman"  -  Chapter, 
Southern  Women,  Dillman  Editor;  "Solving  A  Mystery:  Jean 
Toomer's  Father"  -  Article  under  consideration;  planned:  the 
publication  of  my  dissertation,  "Woman  of  Color,  Daughter  of 
Privilege:  Amanda  America  Dickson,  1849-1893."  Subject  Interests: 
Southern  history;  Southern  women's  history;  Georgia  history; 
African-American  history;  aristocrats  of  color  in  the  antebellum 
South;  Jean  Toomer's  father  -  Nathan  Toomer;  pro-slavery 
rhetoric;  womanist  history 

Connie  L.  Lester,  Doctoral  Student,  History,  U.  of  Tennessee  - 
Research  Description(s):  "More  Than  a  Threat  to  Manhood:  Race 
and  the  Consideration  of  the  Susan  B.  Anthony  Amendment  by 
Tennesseans"  (paper  presentation  for  SAWH,  June  1991);  "The 
Knoxville  Riot:  Politics,  Race  and  Woman's  Suffrage"  (paper 
presentation  for  Southern  Historical  Association,  November 
1991).  Subject     Interests:     women's      history;      religion; 

Populist/Progressive  reforms;  conflict 

Judy  Barrett  Litoff,  Prof.,  History,  Bryant  College  -  Research 
Description(s):  "Dear  Boys:  World  War  II  Letters  from  a  Woman 
Back  Home,"  forthcoming,  U.  Press  of  Ms.  (the  World  War  II 
letters  of  Mrs.  Keith  Frazier  Somerville  of  Cleveland,  Ms.). 
Subject  Interests:  Southern  women  and  letter  writing  during 
WWII;  private  correspondence  of  Southern  women  during  WWII. 
(Note:  this  is  part  of  a  very  large  project  on  women  and  letter 
writing  during  WWII.) 

Valinda  Rogers  Littlefield,  Staff  Assoc,  Afro-American  Studies 
&  Research  Program,  U.  of  Illinois-Champaign-Urbana  -  Research 
Description(s):  "History  of  Durham  County  Black  Public  School 
System,  1881-1925"  (M.A.  Thesis  -  NCCU);  "After  Teacher 
Training,  What?  Black  Female  Teachers  in  Durham  County,  NC, 
1905-1921."  Subject  Interests:  Black  education  in  the  South 
(Durham,  N.C.);  Black  female  teachers  (Durham,  N.C.) 

Pamela  E.  Mack,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  Clemson  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  contributions  of  women's  colleges  (with  a 
particular  focus  on  Mount  Holyoke  College)  to  the  development 
of  American  science.  Subject  Interests:  women's  colleges;  women 
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in  science;  history  of  science;  women  in  ttie  professions;  history 
of  technology;  history  of  the  space  program;  science,  technology 
&  society;  science  policy 

Lucinda  H.  MacKethan,  Prof.,  English,  North  Carolina  State  U.  - 
Research  Description(s):  a  study  of  "matriarchal  structures"  in 
19th-century  literature  of  the  American  South  (including 
Augusta  J.  E.  Wilson,  William  G.  Simms,  Twain,  Stowe,  etc.);  a 
study  of  American  slave  narratives  in  literary  contexts.  Subject 
Interests:  Southern  literature;  slave  narratives;  African  v^merican 
women's  literature;  contemporary  Southern  women  writers 

Gretchen  E.  Maclachlan,  Asst.  Prof.,  Political  Science,  Clark 
Atlanta  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  "Race  and  Gender  and  the 
Industrialization  and  Urbanization  of  Atlanta:  Laboring  Women, 
1879-1929."  Subject  Interests:  women's  labor  history;  women  and 
industrialization;  Southern  working  women;  women  and  politics; 
public  policy  and  women;  research  methods 

Judith  N.  McArthur,  Ph.D.  Candidate,  History,  U.  of  Texas  - 
Research  Description(s):  dissertation  on  women's  voluntary 
associations  in  Tx.  during  the  Progressive  era;  a  book-length 
study  of  the  suffrage  movement  in  Tx.  (with  Elizabeth  Turner). 
Subject  Interests:  Southern  women;  Progressive  era;  voluntary 
associations;  suffrage 

Amy  Thompson  McCandless,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  College  of 
Charleston  -  Research  Description(s):  a  history  of  higher  education 
for  women  in  the  20th-century  South.  Subject  Interests:  higher 
education;  S.C.  history;  Southern  women;  college  women; 
women's  colleges;  women  at  Southern  colleges 

Ann  McLaurin,  Prof.  &  Acting  Dean  of  College  of  Liberal  Arts, 
History /Political  Science,  LSU-Shreveport  -  Research  Description(s): 
biography  of  Randall  Lee  Gibson  (Confederate  Brigadier  General, 
U.S.  Congressman /Senator  from  La.,  1874-1892);  Sarah  Gibson, 
women's  rights  activist  in  Ky.  in  late  19th  century. 

Devon  Mihesuah,  Asst.  Prof,  American  Indian  History,  Northern 
Arizona  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  "Cultivating  the  Rose  Buds: 
The  History  of  the  Cherokee  Female  Seminary"  (for  Univ.  of 
Illinois  Press,  Summer  1991).  Subject  Interests:  American  Indian 
history;  American  Indian  women;  desecration 

Anne  V.  Mitchel,  Grad.  Shident,  History,  UNC-Chapel  Hill  - 
Research  Description(s):  women  physicians  in  the  South  in  the  20th 
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century  (particularly  in  Al.;  biography  of  a  woman  physician  in 
Birmingham,  Al.,  1901-  .  Subject  Interests:  women  physicians; 
biography;  Southern  women  (20th  century);  Birmingham,  AI.; 
Southern  religion;  Methodist  Church  history  (in  South);  Southern 
Progressivism;  history  of  medicine 

Norma  Taylor  Mitchell,  Prof.,  History  &  Social  Sciences,  Troy 
State  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  "Mary  Campbell  and  Hannah 
Valentine:  Mistress  and  Slave  in  a  Nineteenth-Century  Virginia 
Plantation  Household";  "From  Parsonage  to  Hospital:  Louise 
Branscomb  Becomes  a  Doctor  in  the  1920s  and  1930s."  Subject 
Interests:  relationships  between  White  and  Black  women  in  the 
antebellum  South;  women  and  religion;  women  and  medicine; 
women  and  reform;  Birmingham,  Al. 

Gail  S.  Murray,  Instructor  (part-time).  History,  Memphis  State  U. 
-  Research  Description(s):  "Perceptions  &  Reality:  Poverty  in  the 
Antebellum  South"  (examines  pro-slavery  defenders'  denial  of 
poverty  and  the  reality  of  poor  whites  in  3  southern  cities); 
"Female  Benevolence:  Orphans  &  Widows  in  3  Southern  Cities." 
Subject  Interests:  poverty,  benevolence;  orphanages;  pro-slavery 
defense;  Charleston;  Nashville;  New  Orleans;  antebellum  South 

Joan  A.  Myers,  Lecturer,  History,  King  College  -  Research 
Description(s):  Richard  Henderson  and  the  Transylvania  land 
purchase  as  it  relates  to  Westward  expansion;  a  comparative 
study  of  Mary  Chesnut  and  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe:  foes  in  the 
struggle  for  nationalism  and  the  Kingdom  of  God  on  earth. 
Subject  Interests:  nationalism  and  its  contribution  to  the  Civil  War; 
19th-century  social  reform;  Horace  Bushnell,  Moravian  of  New 
England;  Moravian  influence  in  19th  century;  religion 
accommodated  in  social  action;  Harriett  Beecher  Stowe/Mary 
Chesnut;  diaries  of  Agrarian  South;  human  religion;  Cherokee 
women;  idealism  of  the  social  gospel 

Sandra  L.  Myres,  Prof.,  History,  U.  of  Texas- Arlington  -  Research 
Description(s):  "Plainswomen:  A  Comparative  Study  of  Women  on 
the  Northern  and  Southern  Plains."  Subject  Interests:  Hispanic 
women  in  Texas;  comparative  frontiers  women  (North  and 
South);  Texas  and  the  Southwest 

Kathryn  L.  Nasstrom,  Ph.D.  Candidate,  History,  UNC-Chapel 
Hill  -  Research  Description(s):  "Women  and  the  Politics  of 
Desegregation:  Women's  Political  Activism  in  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
1945-1970."  Subject  Interests:  Southern  women's  history;  African- 
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American  women's  history;  women's  political  activism;  Atlanta, 
Ga. 

Pamela  J.  Nickless,  Dir.  of  Women's  Studies  &  Assoc.  Prof,  of 
Economics,  UNC-Asheville  -  Research  Description(s):  Southern 
businesswomen,  1840-1880.  Subject  Interests:  post-bellum 
Southern  businesswomen;  middle-class  post-bellum  women 

Nell  Irvin  Painter,  Prof.,  History,  Princeton  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  biography  of  Sojourner  Truth;  history  of  sexuality 
in  the  19th  &  20th-century  U.S.  South.  Subject  Interests:  Southern 
history;  gender;  sexuality;  race;  class 

Susan  R.  Parker,  Historian,  Florida.  Dept.  of  State,  Historic  St. 
Augustine  Preservation  Board  -  Research  Description(s):  female 
property  ownership  in  Spanish  PL;  comparative  women's  roles  of 
Hispanics,  Indians,  and  Anglos  in  18th-century  Southeast.  Subject 
Interests:  research  to  support  living-history  museum;  family 
history;  childhood  history;  women's  roles  in  a  military  town 

Jane  H.  Pease,  William  H.  Pease,  Profs.  Emeriti,  U.  of  Maine; 
Associates  in  History,  College  of  Charleston  -  Research 
Description(s):  "Biography  of  James  Louis  Petigru  for  Harlan- 
Davidson's  American  biography  series";  "a  study  of  the  women 
in  James  Louis  Petigru's  immediate  family:  daughters  Caroline 
Carson  and  Susan  King  Bowen,  wife  Jane  Postell  Petigru,  and 
sisters  Mary  Petigru,  Jane  G.  North,  Louise  Porcher,  Adele 
Allston,  and  Harriet  Lesesne."  Subject  Interests:  biography; 
Charleston;  Civil  liberties;  dissent;  family;  law;  nullification; 
women /ladies;  unionism 

Elisabeth  Israels  Perry,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  Vanderbilt  U.  - 
Research  Description(s):  "the  impact  of  Girl  Scouting  on  girls  and 
women  in  Middle  Tennessee,  1920-present";  other  projects 
include  N.Y.  city  women  and  civic  life,  20th  century.  Subject 
Interests:  girls'  socialization;  Girl  Scouts;  civic  activism  of  women 

Anne  R.  Phillips,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  UNC-Greensboro  - 
Research  Description(s):  farm  women  of  piedmont  N.C.  and  the 
production  of  flue-cured  tobacco;  Quakers  and  the  settlement  of 
Stokes  and  Surry  Co.,  N.C;  free  blacks  in  Surry  Co.,  N.C,  1800- 
1850.  Subject  Interests:  farm  women  in  piedmont  N.C.  (land  and 
work);  oral  history  (farm  women);  Home  Creek  and  the  Thomas 
Hauser  family  of  Surry  Co.,  N.C;  Div.  of  labor  in  farm  families, 
20th  century;  women  in  the  production  of  flue-cured  tobacco; 
Quakers  in  Stokes/Surry  Co.,  N.C. 
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Dorothy-Bundy  Potter,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  Lynchburg  College  - 
Research  Description(s):  "Orra  Grey  Langhorne  -  A  Post-Civil  War 
Lynchburg  Radical  and  Feminist";  "A  Good  and  Pleasant 
Company  - 100  Biographies  of  Notable  or  Unusual  Lynchburgers" 
(emphasis  on  more  women  and  minorities  -  coauthored).  Subject 
Interests:  Lynchburg  history,  esp.  women  &  Quakers;  early  19th- 
century  music  and  performers  (I  am  trying  to  find  information 
about  early  opera  in  New  Orleans). 

Emma  L.  Powers,  Research  Assoc,  Historical  Research,  Colonial 
Williamsburg  Fnd  -  Research  Description(s):  "Food,  Fuel,  & 
Fodder,"  a  study  of  provisioning  Chesapeake  towns,  1720-1840 
(with  anthropologist  Joanne  Bowen-Gaynor).  Subject  Interests: 
urban  history,  colonial  South;  women's  history;  holiday 
celebrations  (esp.  Christmas)  in  colonial  South;  courtship, 
marriage,  &  family  life  in  early  South;  domestic  economy,  early 
South 

Linda  Reed,  Asst.  Prof.,  Fiistory,  U.  of  Houston  -  Research 
Description(s):  biographical  study  on  the  life  of  Fannie  Lou 
Hamer,  Ms.  native,  political  activist,  and  advocate  for  basic 
human  rights.  Subject  Interests:  20th-century  American  South; 
civil  rights;  women  (Southern);  Black  women;  Southern  race- 
related  organizations 

Marlene  Hunt  Rikard,  Prof.,  History,  Samford  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  biographical  study  of  Pattie  Ruffner  Jacobs,  Ala. 
suffrage  leader;  social  welfare  programs  of  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron 
&  Railroad  Co.  (U.S.  Steel)  in  Birmingham,  Al.  (includes  women 
as  company  employees,  as  teachers  &  welfare  workers,  and  as 
targets  of  the  welfare  program).  Subject  Interests:  Southern 
women;  Southern  labor  &  industry;  welfare  workers;  teachers; 
health  care;  suffrage;  company  tov^ms;  unionization;  Southern 
workers;  iron  and  steel;  coal  miners 

Donna  K.  Roper,  Asst.  Director,  Pendleton  District  Historical  & 
Recreational  Commission  -  Research  Description(s):  "The  Journals 
of  Emmala  Reed  of  Anderson,  S.C,  1865-67."  Subject  Interests: 
local  history  (upstate  S.C);  textile  history  in  S.C;  farmers' 
societies /agricultural  clubs 

Leslie  S.  Rowland,  Coeditor,  Freedmen  &  Southern  Society 
Project,  History,  U.  of  Maryland  -  Research  Description(s):  Freedom: 
A  Documentary  History  of  Emancipation,  1 861 -1867  (Multi-volume: 
three  volumes  published  1982-1990,  a  fourth  in  press,  1991-2;  in 
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progress  next  year:  "Free  Labor  in  Theory  and  Practice/'  on  post- 
Civil  War  land,  labor,  and  capital;  one-volume  abridgment  of  the 
first  four  volumes  of  Freedom,  designed  for  classroom  use  and 
general  readership).  Subject  Interests:  Civil  War;  Reconstruction; 
slavery;  emancipation;  agricultural  labor;  comparative  slavery; 
comparative  emancipation 

Marion  W.  Roydhouse,  Assoc.  Prof.,  Humanities  &  Social 
Sciences,  Philadelphia  College  of  Textiles  and  Science  -  Research 
Description(s):  the  political  behavior  of  women's  groups  in  N.C., 
1900-1930  (book  in  progress);  article  on  Southern  YWCAs  and 
industrial  workers.  Subject  Interests:  womens'  political  behavior; 
N.C.;  workers'  education;  Southern  urban  life/ urbanization; 
suffrage;  labor  reform/legislation;  YWCA  (Teaching: 
Philadelphia/architecture/urban  studies) 

Barbara  J.  Rozek,  Grad.  Student,  History,  Rice  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  slavery  in  Galveston  on  the  eve  of  seccession; 
immigration  into  the  South  -  1870  +  .  Subject  Interests:  urban 
studies;  Galveston;  Tx.;  Jews  in  Tx.;  immigration 

Judith  K.  Schafer,  Assoc.  Dir.,  Murphy  Inst,  of  Political 
Economy,  Tulane  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  "Slavery,  the  Civil 
Law,  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  Antebellum  Louisiana"  (study  of 
slavery  under  La.'s  civil  law  as  seen  in  decisions  of  the  La. 
Supreme  Court);  "'Insulting  a  White  Person':  Cases  Involving 
Free  Blacks  in  the  First  District  Court  of  New  Orleans"  (a  study 
of  the  treatment  of  free  blacks  before  a  New  Orleans  criminal 
court).  Subject  Interests:  legal  history,  U.  S.;  legal  history.  La.; 
slavery;  free  Blacks 

Linda  Schott,  Dir.  of  American  Studies /Asst.  Prof,  of  History, 
Behavioral  &  Cultural  Sciences,  U.  of  Texas-San  Antonio  - 
Research  Description(s):  the  social  and  cultural  significance  of 
"women's  divisions"  in  country  fairs.  Subject  Interests:  women's 
history;  cultural  history;  modernism;  peace  movements 

Megan  Seaholm,  Lecturer,  History,  U.  of  Texas- Austin  -  Research 
Description(s):  Progressive  era  White  Southern  club  women  and 
changing  concepts  of  womanhood;  midwifery  in  Texas;  social 
history  of  medical  students  at  the  U.  of  Texas  Medical  Branch  in 
Galveston,  Tx.  Subject  Interests:  clubwomen;  midwifery; 
woman's  health  issues,  history  of 

Constance  B.  Schulz,  Director,  Applied  History,  U.  of  South 
Carolina  -    Research  Description(s):  A  museum  exhibit,  "Visitors 
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Views:  A  Century  of  S.C.  Photographic  Exposures"  (to  open  at 
S.C.  State  Museum,  7  Dec.  1991,  travel  to  Gibbes  and  Greenville 
Co.  Art  Museums);  "The  American  History  Slide  Collection,"  2nd 
edition  (2400  slides  of  images  for  use  as  a  teaching  resource), 
expected  publication  early  1992.  Subject  Interests:  public /applied 
history;  archival  administration;  history  of  childhood  and  the 
family;  use  of  photography  and  other  graphic  materials;  early 
national  U.S. 

Rebecca  Sharpless,  Acting  Director,  Regional  Studies  Program, 
Baylor  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  "Women's  Roles  on  the  Cotton 
Farms  of  the  Texas  Blackland  Prairie,  1900-1940."  Subject  Interests: 
women's  history;  Southern  women;  technology;  agriculture/rural 
life;  voluntary  associations 

Stephanie  J.  Shaw,  Asst.  Prof.,  History  &  Women's  Studies,  Ohio 
State  U.  -  Research  Description(s):   female  slaves 

Joharma  Shields,  Prof.,  History,  U.  of  Alabama-Huntsville  - 
Research  Description(s):  gender  issues  in  antebellum  Southern 
humor  (paper);  'The  Old  South's  Other  Voice:  Southern  History 
&  Southern  Humor"  (collection  of  humor  with  original  intro,  with 
John  Mayfield,  U.  Baltimore).  Subject  Interests:  Old  South; 
Southern  humor;  Southwestern  writers 

Sarah  N.  Shouse,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  Alabama  A.  &  M.  U.  - 
Research  Description(s):  "The  Role  of  Women  in  Huntsville's  (Al.) 
Cotton  Textile  Industry";  'Women  Teachers  in  Appalachia,  1920- 
1940."  Subject  Interests:  South;  intellectual  history;  class  and 
gender;  class  and  race;  fiction  (the  novel) 

Catherine  Silverman,  Adjunct  Assoc.  Prof,  of  History, 
Humanities,  Mercer  County  (N.J.)  Community  College  -  Research 
Description(s):  "A  history  of  Affirmative  Action:  study  of  roots  of 
affirmative  action,  its  application  and  effectiveness  since 
inception  in  1964";  setbacks  incurred  by  actions  of  Reagan 
Administration  in  80s  and  Bush  opposition  at  present  and 
prognosis.  Subject  Interests:  Southern  history;  African  American 
history;  human  rights 

Anastatia   Sims,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  Georgia  Southern  U.  - 

Research  Description(s):  women's  orgaizations  in  N.C.,  1883-1930. 
Subject  Interests:  Southern  lady  (feminine  ideal);  Southern  women 
&  politics;  N.C.  women;  racial  and  gender  ideologies 
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Betty  N.  Smith,  Independent,  partial  funding,  Berea  College  - 
Research  Description:  biography  of  Jane  Gentry,  Southern 
Appalachian  singer  and  storyteller  (her  repertoire  and  how  it  was 
acquired;  family  history;  use  of  oral  materials  in  roles  of  mother 
and  grandmother,  as  community  member  and  businesswoman, 
performer  and  source  for  collectors).  Subject  Interests:  oral 
history;  genealogy;  library  research;  notation  of  music 

John  David  Smith,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  North  Carolina  State  U. 

-  Research  Description(s):  Black  Judas:  William  Hannibal  Thomas  and 
"The  American  Negro"  (book);  A  Documentary  Collection  of  Racist 
Pamphlets,  1865-1919  (book);  "The  Movement  to  Compensate  the 
South's  Slaves"  (article).  Subject  Interests:  slavery;  historiography; 
racism;  textiles /quilts;  Southern  Black  women 

Margaret  Supplee  Smith,  Prof.,  Art,  Wake  Forest  U.  -  Research 
Desciiptionis):  N.  C.  Women's  History,  1585-1985.  Subject 
Interests:  Southern  women's  history;  women  artists;  N.C. 

Diane  Miller  Sommerville,  Grad.  Student.,  History,  Rutgers  U.  - 
Research  Description(s):  "Black  men,  white  women~the  rape  myth 
as  a  form  of  social  control  in  the  South."  Subject  Interests:  race 
relations;  rape  myth;  Southern  women 

Elise  H.  Stephens,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  Alabama  A.  &  M.  U.  - 
Research  Description(s):  "Huntsville's  Textile  Mill  Villages:  A 
Woman's  Work  is  Never  Done";  Huntsville  history;  William 
Hooper  Council.  Subject  Interests:  Black  history;  South;  Alabama; 
Huntsville,  Al.;  suicide;  frontier;  Tx. 

Sharon  Ritenour  Stevens,  Assoc.  Editor,  The  Papers  of  George 
Catlett  Marshall  G.  C.  Marshall  Foundation,  Lexington,  Va.  - 
Research  Description(s):  Va.  women  in  the  Women's  Army 
Auxiliary  Corps  and  the  Women's  Army  Corps  during  WWII. 
Subject  Interests:   women  during  WWII;  Women's  Army  Corps 

Mary  E.  Stovall,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  Brigham  Young  U.  - 
Research  Description(s):  effect  of  the  Civil  War  on  white  families 
in  the  central  South.  Subject  Interests:  Southern  family  history; 
19th-century  South;  women's  history;  Progressive  era 

Marian  E.  Strobel,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  Furman  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  "From  Co-ordination  to  Co-education:  The 
Greenville  Woman's  College  (20h  Cenhiry)";  'The  Civil  Rights 
Movement  in  Greenville,  S.C."     Subject  Interests:     recent  U.S. 
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history;  women's  history;  civil  rights  movement;  women's  higher 
education 

Martha  H.  Swain,  Prof.,  History  &  Government,  Texas  Woman's 
U.  -  Research  Description(s):  biography  of  Ellen  S.  Woodward 
with  emphasis  upon  New  Deal  work  relief  for  women;  preparing 
a  photographic  essay  of  WPA  women's  and  professional  projects 
in  the  South.  Subject  Interests:  Southern  women  in  the  New  Deal 
(Ellen  S.  Woodward,  Ms.);  Southern  women  in  WWII;  Southern 
women  in  social  welfare  (Loula  Dunn,  Ala.) 

June  Swanston-Valdes,  Grad.  Student,  History,  UNC-Greensboro 
-  Research  Description(s):  "Lady  Justice:  Pioneering  African- 
American  Females  in  the  Legal  Profession  in  North  Carolina"; 
"Historical  Discovery:  Treasures  of  Black  Images  and  Resources"; 
"In  Search  of  African-American  Female  Documents."  Subject 
Interests:  African  American  female  documents;  archival  sources 
for  Southern  women;  African  American  history;  Black  women's 
history;  archival  development;  Southern  women's  legal  history 

Marcia  G.  Synnott,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  U.  of  South  Carolina  - 
Research  Description(s):  "Alice  Norwood  Spearman  Wright,  the 
South  Carolina  Council  on  Human  Relations,  and  Changing  Race 
Relations  in  South  Carolina,  1940-1990"  (underway);  "Strategies 
for  University  Segregation  and  Desegregation  in  South  Carolina, 
North  Carolina,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  1945-1990" 
(in  progress).  Subject  Interests:  Southern  higher  education 
(research  in  progress;  essays  published);  Southern  race  relations 
(research);  South  Carolina  women,  instructional  video  for 
teachers  for  SCETV;  Anti-Semitism  and  universities  (book  and 
articles  published);  20th-century  history  and  women's  history 
(teaching  fields) 

Brent  Tarter,  Editor,  Virginia  State  Library  and  Archives, 
Richmond,  Va.  -  Research  Description(s):  Dictionary  of  Virginia 
Biography.  Subject  Interests:  Virginia;  American  Revolution;  20th 
century 

A.  Elizabeth  Taylor,  Emerita,  Texas  Woman's  U.  -  Research 
Description(s):  the  woman  suffrage  movement  in  the  South. 

Mary  Martha  Thomas,  Prof.,  History,  Jacksonville  State  U.  - 
Research  Description(s):  "A  History  of  Alabama  Women,  1819- 
1980";  "Collection  of  Papers  presented  at  a  Conference  on  the 
History  of  Alabama  Women."  Subject  Interests:  women's  history; 
Southern  women;  education;  women's  organizations 
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Toni-Michelle  C.  Travis,  Assoc.  Prof.,  Public  Affairs,  George 
Mason  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  "Southern  Female  Legislators: 
Have  They  Become  Insiders?"  Subject  Interests:  female 
legislators;  female  officeholders;  Black  legislators;  Black 
officeholders  (African  American) 

Sandra  Gioia  Treadway,  Dir.  of  Publications,  Virginia  State 
Library  &  Archives  -  Research  Description(s):  article  about  Va. 
suffragist  Pauline  Adams;  book  on  women's  organizations  and 
networks  in  Richmond,  Va.,  1865-1930.  Subject  Interests:  Va. 
women;  biography;  women's  organizations  and  associations 

Pamela  Taylor,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  North  Carolina  State  U.  - 
Research  Description(s):  Revising  manuscript  of  book  Silk  Stockings 
and  Ballot  Boxes:  Women  of  the  Upper  Class  and  New  Orleans  Politics, 
1930-1960  (under  contract  with  U.  of  Georgia  Press);  "Class, 
Gender,  and  the  Kingfish:  The  Women's  Committee  of  Louisiana 
vs.  Huey  Long,"  to  be  submitted  to  Journal  of  Southern  History. 
Subject  Interests:  Southern  women;  La.  politics;  Huey  Long;  rural 
women;  home  demonstration  agents;  maternal  mortality; 
childbirth 

Marie  Tyler-McGraw,  Historian,  Valentine  Museum,  Richmond, 
Va.  -  Research  Description(s):  "History  of  Richmond,  Virginia"  (a 
monograph  and  catalog  to  accompany  an  exhibition);  "I  Believe: 
Southern  Evangelicalism"  (an  exhibition  and  accompanying 
essay).  Subject  Interests:  antebellum  Southern  reform;  American 
Colonization  Society;  Appalachia;  religion,  especially  evangelical; 
urban  South;  family 

Sandra  S.  Vance,  Instructor  of  U.  S.  History,  Social  Sciences, 
Hinds  Community  College,  Raymond,  Ms.  -  Research 
Description(s):  co-author  of  a  forthcoming  article  and  book 
dealing  with  Wal-Mart  Stores,  Inc.;  in  the  process  of  producing 
an  article  from  my  dissertation  dealing  with  the  congressional 
career  of  John  Bell  Williams. 

Betty  Joe  Wallace,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History  &  Philosophy,  Austin 
Peay  State  U.  -  Research  Description(s):  History  of  the  Land  Between 
the  Lakes  (book  to  be  published  Summer  1991);  on-going  research 
on  women  in  Stewart  and  Montgomery  Counties,  Tn.  Subject 
Interests:  research  in  local  history,  emphasis  on  women  and 
minority  groups;  major  goal  has  been  to  be  a  master  teacher; 
teach  classes   in  African  American,  women's,   and  Southern 
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history;  direct  the  African  American  and  women's  history 
programs;  train  social  studies  teacher  for  the  public  schools. 

Marjorie  Spruill  Wheeler,  Asst.  Prof.,  History,  U.  of  Southern 

MS  -  Research  Description(s):  New  Women  of  the  New  South:  The 
Leaders  of  the  Woman  Suffrage  Movement  in  the  Southern  States  (will 
be  published  by  Oxford  Univ.  Press,  Sept.  1991);  I  am  currently 
editing  a  collection  to  be  entitled  VOTES  FOR  WOMEN:  Woman 
Suffrage  in  Tennessee,  the  South,  and  the  Nation  (based  on  a 
symposium  sponsored  by  the  Tennessee  Historical  Society). 
Subject  Interests:  woman  suffrage;  women's  history.  Southern 
history,  intellectual  and  social  history 

Nancy  A.  White,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  Mount  Vernon  College  (at 
Mississippi  State  U.,  1990-91)  -  Research  Description(s):  "The 
Southern  YWCA  During  the  Progressive  and  New  Deal  Eras:  A 
Study  of  Race,  Class,  and  Gender  Relations";  "Looking  to  the 
Outside:  New  Deal  Female  Reformers  in  Virginia,  Georgia,  and 
Mississippi  Politicize  and  Federalize  the  Agenda  for  Social 
Change."  Subject  Interests:  Southern  women;  Southern  YWCA; 
Progressive  and  New  Deal  reform  efforts  in  South;  women  and 
the  social  gospel;  Lucy  Randolph  Mason;  Southern  conference  on 
human  welfare;  Southern  labor  reform  in  20th  century 

Gloria  Yvonne  Williams-McCowan,  Grad.  Student,  M.A.  in 
Liberal  Studies,  Mundelein  College  -  Research  Description(s): 
recovering  the  life  and  works  of  Mayme  Williams  Carney,  a 
Black  Southern  school  teacher,  writer  and  speaker;  a  bibliography 
of  works  by  Black  women  writers,  1846-1946.  Subject  Interests: 
Black  teachers'  salaries;  Black  Southern  women;  Shaw  University, 
Raleigh  (N.C.);  Albion  Academy,  Franklinton  (N.C.);  Dillard  High 
School,  Goldsboro  (N.C.);  biography;  Black  family;  gendered 
relationships;  female  survival;  "Colored"  cemetaries 

Mary  Ellen  Wilson,  Assoc.  Prof.,  History,  Middle  Georgia 
College  -  Research  Description(s):  "The  Rise  and  Fall  of  Convict 
Labor  in  the  Central  Georgia  Lumber  Industry";  "Female  Convict 
Laborers."  Subject  Interests:  Ga.  lumber  industry;  convict  labor; 
Rebecca  Latimer  Felton;  Southern  political  history;  19th-century 
South 

Ruthe  Winegarten,  Free-lance  writer  and  historian,  Austin,  Tx.  - 
Research  Description(s):  'The  Fight  Is  On:  A  History  of  Afro-Texas 
Women,  1800-1900"  (with  co-authors  Merline  Pitre,  Dean,  College 
of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Texas  Southern  U.,  Houston,  and  Helen 
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Spencer,  Dean,  Language  Arts  and  Humanistic  Studies,  Los 
Medanos  College,  Pittsburg,  Calif.)-  Subject  Interests:  ethnic  Tx. 
women;  Tx.  women;  Black  women 

Barbara  A.  Woods,  Research  Assoc,  Dept.  of  Social  &  Cultural 
History,  Museum  of  American  History,  Smithsonian  -  Research 
Description(s):  biography  of  Modjeska  Monteith  Simkins, 
reformer,  civil  rights  activist  (underway,  1989-90);  as  a 
Rockefeller  postdoctoral  fellow  at  the  Duke-UNC  Center  for 
Research  on  Women,  1  worked  on  the  biography  and  served  as 
academic  consultant  for  a  PBS  documentary  on  the  public  career 
of  Simkins;  this  documentary  won  2nd  prize  in  the  Houston  1990 
12th  Annual  International  Film  Festival  and  the  23rd  Annual 
Festival  of  the  Americas.  Manuscript  on  Black  leadership  in  S. 
C.  in  the  20th  century.  Subject  Interests:  Southern  women's 
history;  civil  rights;  Southern  reform  movements;  biography; 
unionism;  Black  women;  civil  liberties;  Black  leadership~S.  C; 
health  education  work  (early  20th  century);  S.C.  history 

Annette  Woolard,  Grad.  student.  History,  U.  of  Delaware  - 
Research  Description(s):  "Delaware's  Other  First  Family:  The 
Reddings  of  Wilmington"  (a  family  biography  of  an  African 
American  family  from  De.,  middle  class,  fighters  of  De.'s  Jim 
Crow  system,  including  one  of  the  lawyers  in  the  1954  Brown 
case).  Subject  Interests:  race  relations;  Jim  Crow  and  caste 
segregation;  South  since  Civil  War;  general  Southern  history; 
slavery;  Black  women;  class  in  African  American  society 
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Coordinating  Committee 

•  Charles  Zug,  III,  English  and  Curriculum  in  Folklore,  Chair 

•  Glenn  Hinson,  Anthropology  and  Curriculum  in  Folklore 

•  Beverly  Long,  Speech  Communication 

•  Vincas  Steponaitis,  Anthropology 

•  Judith  Wegner,  Law 
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